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CָרQU אַתָּה יהוwwה
אOֱהֵינU מֶלQֶ הָעIלָם
אֲֹשֶר קִדְֹשָנCְ UמִצIְתָיו

וְצUִָנU לַעֲסIק
Cְדִבְרֵי תIּרָה/

Barukh Atah Adonai
Eloheinu melekh ha-olam

asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav
v’tzivanu la’asok
b’divrei Torah.

Blessed are You, YHVH,
our God, eternal sovereign, who
sanctifies us in God's connecting

command to busy ourselves
in words of Torah.

Genesis 41:1-16
וַיְהִי מִרֵּץ שְׁנָתַיִם יָמִים Uפַרְעֹה חֹלֵם וְהִנֵּה 
Oת שֶׁבַע  עֹמֵד עַל־הַיְאֹר: וְהִנֵּה מִן־הַיְאֹר עֹ
פָּרIת יְפIת מַרְאֶה Uבְרִיאתֹ Cָשָׂר וַתִּרְעֶינָה 

CָאָחU: וְהִנֵּה שֶׁבַע פָּרIת אֲחֵרIת עֹלIת 
וְדַרIּת Cָשָׂר מַרְאֶה רָעIת מִן־הַיְאֹר אַחֲרֵיהֶן

וַתַּעֲמֹדְנָה אֵצֶל הַפָּרIת עַל־שְׂפַת הַיְאֹר: 

1-3. After two full years, Pharaoh dreamed: He 
was standing by the river.  Coming up from the 
river were seven cows sleek and fat, feeding in 
the reed grass.  Woah!  Seven other cows came 
up from the river after them, gaunt and thin: they
stood by the other cows on the river's edge.   

וַתֹּאכַלְנָה הַפָּרIת רָעIת הַמַּרְאֶה וְדַרֹּת 
הCַָשָׂר אֵת שֶׁבַע הַפָּרIת יְפֹת הַמַּרְאֶה 

וְהCְַרִיאֹת וHִַיקַץ פַּרְעֹה: וHִַישָׁן וHַַחOֲם שֵׁנִית 
וְהִנֵּה שֶׁבַע שCֳִׁלִים עֹלIת Cְקָנֶה אֶחָד 

CְרִיאIת וְטֹבIת: וְהִנֵּה שֶׁבַע שCֳִׁלִים SַרIּת 
UשְׁדUפֹת קָדִים צֹמְחIת אַחֲרֵיהֶן: 

4-6. The gaunt and thin cows ate the seven sleek 
and fat cows.  Then Pharaoh woke.  He fell asleep
and dreamed a second time: Seven ears of grain 
were coming up on one stalk, plump and good.   
And woah!  Seven thin ears, blasted by the east 
wind, sprung up after them.  

וַתִּבְלַעְנָה הַשCֳִּׁלִים הSַַרIּת אֵת שֶׁבַע 
הַשCֳִּׁלִים הCְַרִיאIת וְהַמְּלֵאIת וHִַיקַץ פַּרְעֹה

בCַֹקֶר וַתִּפָּעֶם רUחI וHִַשְׁלַח וַיְהִי חֲלIם: וְהִנֵּה
וHִַקְרָא אֶת־כָּל־חַרְטֻמֵּי מִצְרַיִם וְאֶת־כָּל־ 
 חֲכָמֶיהָ וַיְסַפֵּר פַּרְעֹה לָהֶם אֶת־חOֲמI וְאֵין

אIתָם לְפַרְעֹה: וַיְדCֵַר שַׂר הַמַּשְׁקִים  פIּתֵר
הIHַם: מַזְכִּיר אֲנִי חֲטָאַי אֶת לֵאמֹר פַּרְעֹה אֶת

Cְמִשְׁמַר  אֹתִי וHִַתֵּן עַל־עֲבָדָיו קָצַף פַּרְעֹה
Cֵית שַׂר הCָYַַחִים אֹתִי וְאֵת שַׂר הָאֹפִים: 

7-10.  The seven thin ears ate the seven plump 
and full ears. Pharaoh woke: it was a dream.   By 
morning, his soul was troubled: he summoned 
all of Egypt's magicians and wise men.  Pharaoh 
told them his dream, but none could interpret 
them to Pharaoh.  Then Pharaoh's chief butler 
spoke, saying: "I remember my faults this day. 

Pharaoh was angry with his servants and us in 
[Potiphar's] custody – me and the chief baker.

וַנַּחַלְמָה חֲלIם Cְלַיְלָה אֶחָד אֲנִי וָהUא אִישׁ 
כְּפִתְרIן חOֲמI חָלָמְנU: וְשָׁם אִתָּנU נַעַר עִבְרִי

 Uפְתָּר־לָנHִַו Iחִים וַנְּסַפֶּר־לCָYַַעֶבֶד לְשַׂר ה
אֶת־חOֲמֹתֵינU אִישׁ כַּחOֲמI פָּתָר: וַיְהִי 

כַּאֲשֶׁר פָּתַר־לָנU כֵּן הָיָה אֹתִי הֵשִׁיב עַל־כַּנִּי
וְאֹתI תָלָה: 

11-13. "We dreamed dreams at night. He and I 
dreamed each with its interpretation.  With us 
was a young Hebrew servant to [Potiphar].  We 
told him, and he interpreted each of our dreams 
to us.   As he interpreted, so it was: [you] restored
my office but hanged him.

 Uסֵף וַיְרִיצֻהIקְרָא אֶת־יHִַשְׁלַח פַּרְעֹה וHִַו
מִן־הICַר וַיְגַלַּח וַיְחַלֵּף שִׂמOְתָיו וHַָבֹא 

אֶל־פַּרְעֹה: וHַֹאמֶר פַּרְעֹה אֶל־יIסֵף חֲלIם 
 Wוַאֲנִי שָׁמַעְתִּי עָלֶי Iפֹתֵר אֵין אֹתU חָלַמְתִּי

לֵאמֹר תִּשְׁמַע חֲלIם לִפְתֹּר אֹתI: וHַַעַן יIסֵף 
אֶת־פַּרְעֹה לֵאמֹר Cִלְעָדָי אOֱהִים יַעֲנֶה 

אֶת־שְׁלIם פַּרְעֹה:

14-16.  Pharaoh summoned Joseph.  He was run 
from the pit, shaved, changed clothes, and taken 
to Pharaoh.  Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I dreamed a
dream and none can interpret it.  I heard of you: 
it's said you will hear dreams to interpret them."  
Joseph answered Pharaoh saying: "Not I but God
will see to Pharaoh's shalom."

Pshat
(פשט)

Drash
(דרש)

Remez
(רמז)

Sod
(סוד)
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• Humble Joseph: a change…
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• What is “shalom” of Pharaoh?
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peace… and?
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• Apprehensive Joseph: doesn’t want Pharaoh’s ire
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• Joseph wasn’t Pharaoh’s first choice…
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• Ascent after the descent…
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These aren’t so
difficult to
interpret?
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• Role of dream / interp in spiritual life
• Pharaoh isn’t God
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Midrash Lekakh Tov: a fundamental re-ordering, like Tenth Plague
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‘night’ as the
unconscious?
channeling for 
others?
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• At night = not a day dream
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DREAM AS
• Portal
• Thinned veil
• Consciousness shift
• Loss of control
• Vulnerability
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Jubilee = after 7x7
Passover - Shavuot
Tisha b’Av - RH
REVELATION

• sacred geometry
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• East wind = death
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I. WHAT'S THE "ANSWER" ... AND WHAT'S THE QUESTION?

Genesis 41:16
 יIסֵף אֶת־פַּרְעֹה לֵאמֹר CִלְעָדָיוHַַעַן 

 אֶת־שְׁלIם פַּרְעֹה:יַעֲנֶהאOֱהִים 
Joseph answered Pharaoh saying: "Not I [but]

God will see to Pharaoh's shalom."

ע/נ/ה/ answer Grammar: ה drops ויען' ענו' וענית

 Siddur / Exodus 15
'Wבָנֶי Uרָא WְתUמַלְכ

ICקֵעַ יָם לִפְנֵי משֶׁה Uמִרְיָם
 וְאָמְרUעָנUזֶה אֵלִי 

ם וָעֶד/ יהוwwה יִמְלQI לְעIלֶָ

Malchutekha rau vanekha
bokeia yam lifnei Moshe uMiryam

zeh Eili anu v'amru
YHVH yimlokh l'olam va-ed.

Your kids saw Your majesty
split a sea to Moses & Miriam
"It's my God." They answered
saying, "God'll reign forever."

Deuteronomy 26:5-6
 וְאָמַרְתָּ לִפְנֵי יהוwwה אOֱהֶיW וְעָנִיתָה/ 

אֲרַמִּי אֹבֵד אָבִי וHֵַרֶד מִצְרַיְמָה וHַָגָר שָׁם 
: ///מְעָט Cִמְתֵי

5. You will answer and say before YHVH: "My 
father was a wandering Aramean; he went down 
to Egypt and sojourned there few in number...."

 וHִַתְּנU וַיְעַנUּנUו/ וHַָרֵעU אֹתָנU הַמִּצְרִים 
עָלֵינU עֲבֹדָה קָשָׁה: 

6. "The Egyptians were evil to us: they afflicted us  
and laid on us hard bondage."

Leviticus 23:27
יIם הַכִּפֻּרִים הUא מִקְרָא־קֹדֶשׁ יִהְיֶה 

 אֶת־נַפְשֹׁתֵיכֶם:וְעִנִּיתֶםלָכֶם 
Yom HaKippurim will be a holy convocation for 
you, and v'initem your souls.

וְעִנִּיתֶם you will afflict וָעֲנִּיתֶם you will answer

II. WHAT'S WITH "INTERPRETING" DREAMS?

Genesis 28:10-13, 16-17
וHֵַצֵא יַעֲקֹב מCְִאֵר שָׁבַע וHֵַלQֶ חָרָנָה: וHִַפDְַע 

CַמָּקIם וHַָלֶן שָׁם כִּי־בָא הַשֶּׁמֶשׁ וHִַרַּח 
מֵאַבְנֵי הַמָּקIם וHַָשֶׂם מְרַאֲשֹׁתָיו וHִַשְׁכַּב 
CַמָּקIם הַהUא: וHַַחOֲם וְהִנֵּה סֻלָּם מֻצָּב 

אַרְצָה וְראֹשIׁ מDִַיעַ הַשָּׁמָיְמָה וְהִנֵּה 
מַלְאֲכֵי אOֱהִים עֹלִים וְיֹרְדִים IC: וְהִנֵּה 

יהוwwה נִצָּב עָלָיו וHַֹאמַר אֲנִי יהוwwה אOֱהֵי 
אַבְרָהָם אָבִיW וֵאOהֵי יִצְחָק הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר 

 :WֶלְזַרְעU אֶתְּנֶנָּה Wְאַתָּה שֹׁכֵב עָלֶיהָ ל

10-13. Yaakov went out from Be'ersheva and went
toward Haran.  He came onto a place and lodged 
the night there....  Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he set it [under] his head.  He laid down in 
that place and dreamed: A ladder stood on the 
ground, its top reaching to heaven, and wow! 
God's angels were ascending and descending on 
it.  YHVH was standing atop it, saying: "I am 
YHVH, God of Avraham your father and God of 
Yitzhak.  The land on which you lie, to you and 
your descendants will I give it...."

וHִַיקַץ יַעֲקֹב מִשְּׁנָתI וHַֹאמֶר אָכֵן יֵשׁ יהוwwה 
CַמָּקIם הZֶַה וְאָנֹכִי Oא יָדָעְתִּי: וHִַירָא 

וHַאֹמַר מַה־נIּרָא הַמָּקIם הZֶַה אֵין זֶה כִּי 
אִם־Cֵית אOֱהִים וְזֶה שַׁעַר הַשָּׁמָיִם: 

16-17. Yaakov woke from his sleep, saying, 
"Surely YHVH is in this place and I, I did not 
know."  He had awe, saying, "How awesome is 
this place!  This is none other than the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven!"
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Genesis 41:15
U ם חָלַמְתִּיIסֵף חֲלIאֹמֶר פַּרְעֹה אֶל־יHַפֹתֵרו

אֵין אֹתI וַאֲנִי שָׁמַעְתִּי עָלֶיW לֵאמרֹ תִּשְׁמַע 
 אֹתI:פְתֹּרחֲלIם לִ

Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I dreamed a dream and 
there is no interpreter for it.  I heard of you: it's 
said you hear dreams and interpret them."

פ/ת/ר/ interpret פִּתָרIן solution (to a problem)

Exodus 13:2,12-13
 כָּל־רֶ֙חֶם֙ Cִבְנֵ֣י פֶּ֤טֶרקSֶַשׁ־לִ֨י כָל־CְכI֜ר 

־רֶחֶם לַיהוwwה //פֶּטֶר /// וְהַעֲבַרְתָּ כָל־יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל
וְכֹ֨ל CְכI֥ר אָדָ֛ם Cְבָנֶ֖יW תִּפSְֶֽה׃

Sanctify to Me each firstborn who opens a womb
of the Children of Israel.  Set apart every womb-
opener to YHVH... and redeem each firstborn....

B.T. Berakhot 57b
Sְבַשׁ אֶחָד מִשִּׁשִּׁים לַמָּן/ שCַָׁת אֶחָד 

מִשִּׁשִּׁים לָעIלָם הCַָא/ שֵׁינָה אֶחָד מִשִּׁשִּׁים 
לַמִּיתָה/ חֲלIם אֶחָד מִשִּׁשִּׁים לַנְּבUאָה:

Honey is one-sixtieth of manna.  Shabbat is one-
sixtieth of Olam HaBa.  Sleep is one-sixtieth of 
death.  Dream is one-sixtieth of prophesy. 

III. WHOSE INTERPRETATION, AND WHY?

Genesis 41:16
Cִלְעָדָי וHַַעַן יIסֵף אֶת־פַּרְעֹה לֵאמֹר 

 יַעֲנֶה אֶת־שְׁלIם פַּרְעֹה:אOֱהִים
Joseph answered Pharaoh saying: "Not myself

[but] God will answer Pharaoh's welfare."

Rashi, Gen. 41:16
בלעדי - אֵין הַחָכְמָה מִשֶּׁלִּי' אֶלָּא אOֱהִים 

יַעֲנֶה - יִתֵּן עֲנHִָה Cְפִי - לִשְׁלIם פַּרְעֹה:
Not myself – The wisdom to interpret dreams is 
not my [egotistical] own: rather God will answer.
God will put in my mouth an answer that will be
for Pharaoh’s welfare.

Ibn Ezra, Gen. 41:16
יענה - שימציא תמיד/ וכן כי האלהים 

מענה בשמחת לבו/
Answer – So they can be made found always, for
thus does God answer: in the joy of one's heart.

Or HaHayyim, Gen. 41:16
כי המלך ישתנה בדבר זה' ולזה אם יגיד 
רע לא ממנו יצאו הדברים' וכמו כן הוא 

אומרו עתה אלהים יענה את שלום פרעה:

For the king will be changed by this, so just in 
case [his dream] said something bad, lest he be 
blamed for it, [Joseph] said to Pharaoh, "God 
will answer with the shalom of Pharaoh."

Sforno, Gen. 41:15
אלהים יענה - יעשה שאענה בפתרונ/// 

דבר שיהיw שלום פרעה שהחלומות 
הולכים אחר הפה:

God will answer – God will make it so that God 
answers through my (Joseph's) interpretation.  
The matter of Pharaoh's shalom is that "dreams 
follow after the mouth."
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B.T. Berakhot 55b
 Uת הָיIמIתְרֵי חֲלIּעָה פCְָעֶשְׂרִים וְאַר
CִירUשָׁלַיִם פַּעַם אַחַת חָלַמְתִּי חֲלIם 

וְהָלַכְתִּי אֵצֶל כUּלָּם' Uמַה שֶּׁפָּתַר לִי זֶה Oא 
פָּתַר לִי זֶה' וְכUלָּם נִתְקHְַימCִ Uי/ לְקHֵַים מַה 

שֶּׁנֶּאֱמַר: כׇּל הַחֲלIמIת הIלְכִים אַחַר הַפֶּה/  
/// שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר: ״וַיְהִי כַּאֲשֶׁר פָּתַר לָנU כֵּן הָיָה״:

There were twenty-four dream interpreters in 
Jerusalem. Once, I dreamed a dream and went to
each of them. What one interpreted for me the 
other did not interpret for me, yet all of [them] 
were realized in me, to fulfill, as it is said: "All 
dreams follow the [interpreter's] mouth." ... As 
[the butler said to Pharaoh about Joseph (Gen. 
41:13): "As he interpreted to us, so it was."

הַאי מַאן Sַחֲזָא חֶלְמָא וְלָא יָדַע מַאי חֲזָא' 
 Uפָרְסִי יְדַיְיהSְ נָאSָעִיCְ ם קַמֵּי כָּהֲנֵיUלִיק

וְלֵימָא הָכִי:

 'Qָּתַי שֶׁלIמIוַחֲל Qָּלָם' אֲנִי שֶׁלIשֶׁל ע IנICִ״ר
חֲלIם חָלַמְתִּי וְאֵינִי יIדֵעַ מַה הUא/ Cֵין 

שֶׁחָלַמְתִּי אֲנִי לְעַצְמִי Uבֵין שֶׁחָלְמU לִי חֲבֵירַי
Uבֵין שֶׁחָלַמְתִּי עַל אֲחֵרִים' אִם טIבִים הֵם -

חZְַקֵם וְאַמְּצֵם כַּחֲלIמIתָיו שֶׁל יIסֵף/

וְאִם צְרִיכִים רְפUאָה' רְפָאֵם כְּמֵי מָרָה עַל 
 'Vָּכְמִרְיָם מִצָּרַעְתU 'UינCֵַיְדֵי מֹשֶׁה ר
UכְחִזְקHִָה מֵחׇלְיU 'Iכְמֵי יְרִיחI עַל יְדֵי 

אֱלִישָׁע/

Uכְשֵׁם שֶׁהָפַכְתָּ קִלְלַת Cִלְעָם הָרָשָׁע 
לִבְרָכָה' כֵּן הֲפQI כׇּל חֲלIמIתַי עָלַי לְטIבָה״/

 UמְסHֵַים Cַהֲדֵי כָּהֲנֵי Sְעָנֵי צUCִרָא ״אָמֵן״/ 
וְאִי לָא' לֵימָא הָכִי: ״אSִַיר CַמָּרIם' שIׁכֵן 

CִגְבUרָה' אַתָּה שָׁלIם וְשִׁמWְ שָׁלIם/ יְהִי רָצIן
מִלְּפָנֶיW שֶׁתָּשִׂים עָלֵינU שָׁלIם״/

One who has a dream and does not know what 
one saw stands before the priests when they lift 
their hands [Birkat Kohanim] and say as follows:
 
Master of the Universe, I am Yours and my 
dreams are Yours.  I dreamed a dream but do not
know what it is.  Whether I dreamed of myself, 
my friends dreamed of me or I dreamed of 
others, if the dreams are good, strengthen them 
and reinforce them like the dreams of Joseph.  

And if they require healing, heal them like the 
bitter waters of Marah by Moses our teacher, like
Miriam from her leprosy, like Hezekiah from his 
illness, like the bitter waters of Jericho by Elisha. 

Just as You transformed the curse of Bil'am the 
wicked into a blessing, so transform all of my 
dreams on me for the best.

Complete this prayer together with the priests so
the congregation responds amen both to the 
priests' blessing and to [this] individual request. 
If one cannot do so, say as follows: "Majestic One
on high, Who dwells in power, You are shalom 
and Your Name is shalom  May it be Your will 
that You make shalom on us.

Spiritual Questions

• Are dreams to interpret or experience?  How about the rest of spiritual life?

• When, if ever, are we mouthpieces for God? prophesy?  What might that 
mean for how we live our lives?

• How should we navigate the impactful power of our words on another's 
psyche? spirit? future?


