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If Pharao
is God, why’s
God’s dad”?
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Barukh Atah Adonai
Eloheinu melekh ha-olam
asher kidshanu b'mitzovotav

v'tzivanu la’asok
b’divrei Torah.
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Blessed are You, YHVH,
our God, eternal sovereign, who
sanctifies us in God's connecting
command to busy ourselves
in words of Torah.

Genesis 45:1-9

1-2. Joseph could not restrain himself from all
who stood before him. He called out [to the
Egyptians], "Everyone get away from me." No
one stood with him as Joseph made himself
known to his brothers. He gave his voice to tears.
The Egyptians heard; Pharaoh's house heard.

N

3-4. Joseph said to his brothers: "I am Joseph. Is  silence —> speech
my father still alive?" His brothers were so

startled by him that they couldn't answer him.

Joseph said to his brothers: (RiSSCIGonCIcaD

He said: "I am Joseph your

brother, whom you sold into Egypt.

5-6. "So don't be grieved or angry at yourselves
that you sold me here: it was to save life that God
sent me ahead of you. Famine has been in the
land for these two years, yet for [another] five

years there will be no plowing or harvest. Moses to flip the

7-9. "God sent me ahead of you to grant for ySCI‘I%’[ adopted son.

posterity on this earth, to save your lives by great
rescue. So now it wasn't you but God who sent
me here: [God] made me like a father to Pharaoh,
lord of all his household, ruler in all the land of
Egypt. Hurry and ascend to my father. Say to
him, 'Thus said your son Joseph: "God made me
lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not
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RELATIONSHIP MAP #1: JOSEPH'S REACTION

Genesis 45:1a

D228 YYD Pannny P Y-8 Joseph could not restrain himself from all who
L9V WON-92 Wo¥In NI vhy  stood before him. He called to [the Egyptians],
"Everyone get away from me...."

Radak, Gen. 45:1

Y M220N - PONNND qOP N ND  Joseph could not restrain himself — From crying,
WX NIPY M 9P 9" p211 0 nx as in (Gen. 45:2), "He gave his voice to tears." It

God 2921 9% 1M oYY ONY Yy 095 .. means that this voice, by which he "called out to
\ LY Py noN ma ww ™  [the Egyptians], 'Everyone get away from me!,"
Pharaoh was lest it be known that Joseph had cried, for it
was a big deal [for a leader to cry].
/ Effectiveness (role)
Self-image (role) Sforno, Gen. 45:1
Joseph PANNND - POy DN 930 Pannnd  [Joseph could not] restrain himself from all who
535poy 712V Pavn mpaxnn  stood — Restraint, meaning enough patience to
Brothers oy oavn  address the business of everyone standing before
(saving face) him [awaiting an audience].
Father * ancestral wounding / healing?
(Jacob/Israel) Ramban, Gen. 45:1

POY 028N 9V PONNND GO D NOY  Joseph could not restrain himself from all who
19Y YD AN DY PV OPYA PN ... stood... — It was correct to the House of Pharaoh,
990 19 19 021 DwIN o8nn - and many of the Egyptians advocating to him,

MINN 9Y DMINI 1IN Pxay  who heard about [the brothers'] concern for

0999 ;NN qoY Y1 XY N Benjamin, that their mercy roused for Judah's
pleas and Joseph could not restrain himself
against them.

Malbim, Gen. 45:1
(Meir Leibush ben Yehiel Mikhel, 1809-1878 [Ukraine])

YT DY NND PRIV W 9 8 [Joseph] could not [restrain himself] — Even as he
919> N9Y 1YY YNNI 1IN0 DRSY A was reminded of the evil his brothers had done,
95 My ,Mmaa9n mxy prnno  his compassion towards them was kindled such
POV WN 92 o8N NI oy oaxn  that he could not restrain himself from weeping.
19 D INY NONNY DNY XIPw DmNy - So as not to make a public spectacle of himself in
YN 99 DNY KW 299 o nrn oy front of people whom it did not directly concern,
he ordered, "Everyone get away from me...."

Rashi, Gen. 45:1

N - 2NN 929 PANNND GOV 9 N Joseph could not restrain himself from all who
POY DY) DN PIMY Y2DY Hi i stood... - He could not bear that Egyptians
:0NY TN PYrann »xy pynivy  would stand by him hearing how his brothers
would be embarrassed when he made himself
known to them.
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RELATIONSHIP MAP #2: THE BROTHERS' REACTION

Genesis 45:3

AN TN DD I PNN-IN 9P I Joseph said to his brothers: "I am Joseph. Is my
1912) 2 NN Ny vax -8 N father still alive?" His brothers were so startled
;on by him that they couldn't answer him.

TIYIAN NN 9N NI

Rashi, Gen. 45:3

Startled by him — Out of shame.

Hizkuni, Gen. 45:3

A9 VY AWN DY NNTY IND MO YD)

Startled by him — They were afraid, worrying
about what they had done to him [that might
inspire Joseph to take revenge against them)].

Da'at Zekeinim, Gen. 45:3

DOPNIND DPNRY DIPNNN... 1IN DN
DYNY O MY PN MINY DPNINNI
9152 90y 151 TAYY 1IYYH DIPNNND
NN D92 SWin XD PYOYY IDHT Y
DIND

Startled by him — They believed [Joseph] and
didn't believe [him]. They believed him that his
name was Joseph. And they didn't believe him
that he was the [Joseph] who had become a slave
after they sold him, and that meanwhile he rose
to stand as ruler over all of the Land of Egypt.

Rabbeinu Bahva, Gen. 45:3

Bahya ben Asher ibn Halawa (1255-1340 [Spain])

SPNYRNY NTIN DWAD MM DN
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Startled by him — They were dumbstruck when
they realized that they'd sold him into slavery
and now he was like a king. They also were
startled that they feared for their souls: perhaps
he might cause them harm [in retribution].

Proverbs 14:10

The heart knows the bitterness of the soul, and
no outsider can fully share in its joy.

Pirkei Avot 1:6

Judge everyone from the side of merit.

Rashi, Pirkei Avot 1:6

MDY NNIN POY YPYNY 53 Oy
DNV 12 IONY NP2 YTNY TY NIVD
DMIYN Y2 TN NT ) PTN NN
Bp)nly)

On all you hear of someone, say they intended it
for good until you know for sure that it is not so.
Judge thus and heaven will judge you in merit.



BRIDGE TO EXODUS

TI32Y DY NYIN Y 7137 OTR DN
NIN N2I¥) ND N2 N ... 120D DY
NNV NPIIARY

) NP2 MDY N NI PV P3N
970 'n oY

SN O DWW 1) AN NN 27 N
NI D21V NDPY 22T MRYN NN D)
2P7 XIONT PAYT 52" WD ) DTN
/2y

NOYIND WP DT RPPY 27T R 2
N2 NPOVIN N2 N NNDY NOY
207 NYINY PAYT 2" N 2 O3
N2DID MT02 MM NITE NP 7
N7 722 NY NN XYY N
X NN NN MIN NINY NN
NN PIYT 727 0N NN MIIN
ANAY ND) KN N)P°23 73 7207

19 92 327 >IN IND AN N NN
12102 55N NN T2 YITRD NYiYY

Berakhot 60b

One is obligated to bless for the bad just as for
the good. What does it mean? ... Rava said: It is
needed only that we should receive it [i.e. any
happening] with joy...

The Rabbis said: [The proof is] (Job 1:21), "God
has given and God has taken. Blessed be the
Name of God."

Rav Huna said that Rav said that R. Meir said —
and it was taught in the name of R. Akiva: One
always must accustom oneself to say: All that the
Merciful One does is for the best.

Like this: when R. Akiva was walking along the
road and came to a certain city. He asked about
lodging and they did not give him any. He said:
All that the Merciful One does is for the best. He
went and slept in a field, and he had with him a
rooster, a donkey and a candle. Wind came and
extinguished the candle; a cat came and ate the
rooster; and a lion came and ate the donkey. All
that the Merciful One does is for the best . That
night, an army came and took the city into
captivity. He said to them: Didn’t I tell you?
Everything that the Holy Blessed One does is for
the best?



