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Barukh Atah Adonai
Eloheinu melekh ha-olam
asher kidshanu b'mitzovotav

v'tzivanu la’asok
b’divrei Torah.

Soul Spa 17 - P. Yitro
February 3, 2024
25 Shevat 5784

Blessed are You, YHVH,
our God, eternal sovereign, who
sanctifies us in God's connecting
command to busy ourselves
in words of Torah.

Exodus 19:17-20:1

17-18. Moses brought forth the natiop tg meet God
out of camp. They stood themselveqd { the bottom of
the mountain. And Mount Sinai was totally in §moke,
for YHVH descended onto it in fire; and its smoke
ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole
mountain trembled greatly.

19-20. The sound of the shofar went long and became
very loud. Moshe spoke, and God answered him by
voice. YHVH descended onto Mount Sinai, on the
top of the mountain. YHVH called Moses up to the
top of the mountain, and Moses ascended.

21-22. YHVH said to Moses: "Descend, charge the
nation, lest they to YHVH to gaze, and
many fall among them. Also ki@ ho approach

1" 002 Y1919 wipm 0 YHVH: they must sanctlfy themselves, lest YHVH
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* sanctification
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was there a pre-monotheistic’ AN PN
religion? —> EGYPTIAN?!

PESERNEGH in them."

23-24 Moses said to YHVH, "The nation cannot
ascend Mount Sinai, for You charged us saying, 'Set
bounds around the Mount and sanctify it." YHVH
said to him, "Go, descend, and you and Aaron with

you will ascend — but not the kohanim or the nation,

lest YHVH break forth on them.” Theme — sharlng responsibity

Yitro; Moses & Aaron
25. Moses descended to the people and spoke to
them.
No hierarchy: Moshe is
1. God spoke all these words, saying... “downstairs’ at the 10C

¥4 DIRECT TRANSMISSION***

Pshat Literal » First reference to the kohanim
P (ows) | (surface * plain) | * Break forth = excess divinity?! Or something els¢?
R | Remez | Implication * All / most senses appealed to — gets attention
(1) | (pointer © hint) | *Avoiding overwhelm?
D | Drash | Description | ¢ It’s not about the kohanim - rites not yet established
(v7) (inquire) L~ Boundary being established between X and Y - why?
Sod /Mysﬁal * Radical equality among the People -with- God
3 /g.m‘)/ (secret) . Direcji_é[)r(?nsmission, not intermediated

Boundary = creating a space that we and God jointly can fill together in RELATIONSHIP, which cannot be
commanded but merely invited, encouraged, taught, cajoled, hoped, ...
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Rashi Ex. 19:17

In the bottom of the mountain - Its pshat, at the foot of
the mountain. Its midrash, the mountain was plucked
from its place and arched over them like a roof.

10C as ketubah, Sinai is the Chuppah. We’re all the “Bride”
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B.T. Shabbat 88a

They stood themselves in the bottom of the
mountain — R. Avdimi bar Hama bar Hasa said: "[The
verse teaches] that the Holy Blessed One flipped the
mountain above them like a tub, and said to them: ’If
you accept the Torah, excellent, and if not, there will
be your burial." Rav Aha bar Ya’akov said: (Efom
Rava said:
"Nevertheless, their acceptance of her was beautified
in the days of Ahashverosh.... rabbinic attempt to
.. fill the gap
.. empower people
.. tell a cosmic joke

foe of all the
Jews, plotted to destroy the Jews, a\d cast pur — that
is, the lot — to crush and exterminate\them. But when
[Esther] came before the king, he comynanded: “With
this decree, let the evil plot, which he §evised against
the Jews, recoil on his own head!” So they impaled
[Haman] and his sons on the stake. For
these days were named Purim, after the

Esther 9:24-28

Thus, on all the instructions in this decree, and what
they experienced by it and what befell them, SHEJEHS

and all who might accompany them, to observe these

two days as written, and in their time from year to
year, never to disappear. So these days are recalled
and observed from generation to generation, by each
family, in every land and in every city. So these days
of Purim will never cease among the Jews, and their
memory will never perish among their descendants.

Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 17:14.10
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R. Yehoshua says: "When Amalek came to hurt Israel
under the wings of [Shekhinah], Moshe said to God:
'Master of the Universe! The wicked come to destroy
Your children under Your wings. The book of Torah
that You gave them — who will read it?"" ...

When will the name of the wicked go lost? When
idolatry is uprooted, then Torah, her servants and
God will be One in the world, and God's kingdom
will endure forever...." R. Yehoshua says: "Haman
came only to remind the generations, as in (Esther
9:28), 'These days of Purim will never cease among
the Jews: their memory will never perish among their
descendants."
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Exodus 20:1-14

1-2. God spoke all these words, saying: I am YHVH
your God, who brought you out from the land of
Egypt, from the house of slavery.

3-4. There will be to you no other gods before My
face. Make for yourself no sculpture or image of
anything in heaven above, or in the earth beneath,
or that is in the water below the earth.

5-6. Do not bow yourself to them or serve them,
for I YHVH am a zealous God, accounting iniquity
of parents on children to the third and fourth who
hate me, and making hesed to the thousands who
love Me and keep my mitzvot.

7-8. Do not raise the Name of YHVH your God in
vain, for YHVH will not acquit one who lifts God's
Name in vain. Recall the Sabbath day, to sanctify it.

9-10. Six days you will labor and do all your work.
And the seventh day is Shabbat to YHVH your
God: do not any work — not you, or your son or
your daughter, your servant, your handmaiden,
your cattle, or the stranger in your gates.

11-12. For six days YHVH made the heavens and
the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested
in the seventh day; thus YHVH blessed the Shabbat
day and sanctified it. Honor your father and your
mother, that your days may lengthen on the land
that YHVH your God gives you.

13-14. Do not murder; do not adulter; do not steal;
do not suffer your neighbor a false witness.

Do not covet your neighbor’s house; do not covet
your neighbor’s wife, or servant or handmaiden, or
ox, or donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.
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Zohar 3:11b-12a

Come and see: ten utterances of creation's making
are to teach that the world['s sefirot were] created by
ten utterances [and] the ten utterances of gifting
Torah were the Ten Commandments.

It is written, "I am YHVH your God," and it is
written in creation's making (Gen. 1:3), "Light, be!
There was light." Faith in the Holy Blessed One is
called Light, as in (Ps. 27:1), "YHVH is my Light and
my salvation: whom should I fear?"

It is written, "There will be to you no other gods
before My face" and it is written in creation's
making (Gen. 1:6), “There will be firmament amidst
the waters." "There will be firmament" is for Israel
who have a part of the Holy Blessed One, who are
to unify with [God above on the level] called heaven.
"Amidst the waters" is amidst words of Torah. "It"
[Israel] "will separate water from water" — between
God who is called (Jer. 2:13) "well of living waters,"
and idol worship called "broken wells" containing
bitter, putrid and stagnant waters. In [mystical
Torah], Israel in holiness separates water and water.

It is written, "Do not raise the Name of YHVH your
God in vain,” and it is written in creation's making
(Gen. 1:9): “The waters below the firmament will be
gathered into one place.” Come and see: All who
utter the Holy Name in vain separate the unity of
the waters (Shekhinah) from Her supernal place. Do
not idly separate!

It is written, “Recall the Shabbat day, to sanctify it,"
and it is written in creation's making, “The land will
sprout vegetation.” When does the land become
fertile and crowned with vegetation? On Shabbat,
when the Bride unites with the King, which brings
forth vegetation and blessing for the world.

It is written, “Honor your father and your mother,”
and it is written in the making of creation, "There
will be luminaries in the sky.” The luminaries are
your father and mother — the "sun" your father and
"moon" your mother. The Holy Blessed One is your
"father" as in (Ps. 84:12), "For sun and shield are
YHVH God." And the moon is the [collective soul
of the] Assembly of Israel, as in (Isa. 60:20), "Your
moon never will disappear), and by this, all is One.

It is written, “Do not murder,” and it is written in
the making of creation, “The waters will teem with
living creatures.” Do not murder a person, who also
is “a living creature." And do not be like fish, whose
larger swallows the smaller.
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It is written, “Do not adulter,” and it is written in
the making of creation, "The earth will bring forth
living creatures from themselves.” From this we
learn that one should not approach another who is
not their soulmate. And thus it is written “from
themselves,” that one must not bear [children]
except from "themselves," and who is "themselves"?
Their partner.

It is written, “Do not steal,” and it is written in the
making of creation, “God said, 'Here I gave you all
plants that bear seed.” What is "I gave you"? [It
means] I gave you to have and use, not to steal what
is another's.

It is written, "Do not suffer your neighbor a false
witness,” and it is written in the making of creation,
"God said, 'Let us make humanity in Our image."”
Against one in the image of the Sovereign, do not
testify falsely. And one who testifies falsely against
one's fellow is as if one so testified on high.

It is written, "Do not covet your neighbor's wife,"
and it is written in the making of creation, "It is not
good for the human to be alone." This is the partner
to receive (match) them. Thus, “Do not covet your
neighbor's wife."



