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CָרQU אַתָּה יהוwwה
אOֱהֵינU מֶלQֶ הָעIלָם
אֲֹשֶר קִדְֹשָנCְ UמִצIְתָיו

UנUִָוְצ
לַעֲסIק Cְדִבְרֵי תIּרָה/

Barukh Atah Adonai
Eloheinu melekh ha-olam

asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav
v’tzivanu

la’asok b’divrei Torah.

Blessed are You, YHVH our God,
sovereign in all time and space,

who makes us holy in connecting
command, commanding us to

busy ourselves in words of Torah.

UתֵינIאֲב QַרCֵֶׁמִי ש
וְאִמIתֵינU יְבָרQֵ יִשְׁמֹר
וְיִנְצֹר אֶת הַשְּׁבUיִים
CְתQI שְׁאָר אֲחֵינCֵ Uית
יִשְׂרָאֵל הַנְּתUנִים Cְצָרָה

Uבְשִׁבְיָה CַעֲבUר
שֶׁהַרָּהָל מִתְפַּלֵּל

CַעֲבUרָם' הַקבwwה יִמָּלֵא
וְיIצִיאֵם עֲלֵיהֶם רַחֲמִים

מֵחֹשQֶׁ וְצַלְמָוֶת'
UמIסְרIתֵיהֶם יְנַתֵּק'
UמִמְּצUקIתֵיהֶם

יIשִׁיעֵם' וִישִׁיבֵם מְהֵרָה
לְחֵיק מִשְׁפְּחIתֵיהֶם/

Mi shebeirakh avoteinu
v'imoteinu yivareikh yishmor

v'yintzor et ha-sh'vuyim
b'tokh sh'ar aheinu beit

Yisrael ha-n'tunim b'tzarah
uv'shivyah ba'avor shehakahal
mitpalel ba'avurim. HaKadosh
Barukh Hu yimalei rahamim

aleihem v'yotzeihem
m'hoshekh v'tzalmavet
u'mosroteihem y'nateik,

u'mimtzukoteihem yoshi'eim,
viy'shiveim m'heirah

l'heik mishpehoteihem.

May the One who blessed our
forefathers and foremothers
bless, keep and preserve the

captives among the House of
Israel in trouble and captivity.

In the merit of our community's
prayer for them, may the Holy

Blessed One fill with compassion
on them, deliver them from
darkness and the shadow of

death, remove their bondage,
deliver them from their affliction,
and return them speedily to the

care of their families.

THE PaRDeS SYSTEM OF TEXTUAL EXEGESIS – OR IS IT EISEGESIS?

PaRDeS
Theme for 5784

R. Moshe Hayim Ephraim of Sudilkov (d. 1800)
Degel Mahaneh Efraim, Genesis § 15

P Pshat
(פשט)

Literal
surface • plain

linguistic

תשבwwכ ותשבע"פ הכל
אחד ואין אחד נפרד

מחבירו כלל /// התשבwwכ
מתגלה צפונותיה ע"י
תשבע"פ ותשבwwכ בלא
תשבע"פ אינו תורה
שלימה /// מאמרי חז"ל
נשלם התורה /// וכן בכל

דור ודורשיו הם
משלימין התורה כי

התורה נדרשת בכל דור
ודור לפי מה שצריך
לאותו דור ולפי שורש
נשמתן של אותו הדור
כך הש"י מאיר עיני
חכמי הדור ההוא
בתורתו הקדושה

והכופר בזה ג"כ כאלו
כופר בתורה/

Oral Torah and Written
Torah are one, and neither
is separated from the other.
... As Oral Torah reveals the

hiddenness in Written
Torah, there is no complete
Torah without Oral Torah:

Midrash completes the
Torah.... Each generation's

scholars complete the Torah
by inquiring the Torah in
each generation for the

needs of that generation.
And by the source of their
souls, God illuminates the

eyes of the wise of that
generation for its holy

Torah.  One who denies
this, denies the Torah.
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https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.1?lang=bi&aliyot=1
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Genesis 1:1-5
Cְרֵאשִׁ֖ית Cָרָ֣א אOֱהִ֑ים אֵ֥ת הַשָּׁמַ֖יִם 

וְאֵ֥ת הָאָרֶץ:
1. In a beginning of God's creating the heavens 
and the earth,

וְהָאָ֗רֶץ הָיְתָ֥ה תֹ֨הU֙ וָבֹ֔הU וְח֖שQֶׁ עַל־ 
פְּנֵ֣י תְהI֑ם וְרU֣חַ אOֱהִ֔ים מְרַחֶ֖פֶת 

עַל־פְּנֵ֥י הַמָּיִם:

2. And the earth was void and waste, and 
darkness was on the face of the deep, and the 
spirit of God hovered over the face of the waters,

וHַֹ֥אמֶר אOֱהִ֖ים יְהִי־אI֑ר וַיְהִי־אIר:  3. God said, "Light, be!" – And light was.

וHַַ֧רְא אOֱהִ֛ים אֶת־הָאI֖ר כִּי־טI֑ב 
Cֵ֥ין הָאI֖ר Uבֵ֥ין הַחֹשQֶׁ: אOֱהִ֔ים וHַַבSְֵ֣ל

4. God saw that the light was good, and God 
separated between light and darkness. 

 Qֶׁם וְלַחֹ֖שI֔ר֙ יIהִ֤ים לָאOֱקְרָ֨א אHִַו
קָ֣רָא לָ֑יְלָה וַיְהִי־עֶ֥רֶב וַיְהִי־בֹ֖קֶר יI֥ם 

אֶחָד

5. God called the light "day" and called the 
darkness "night"; there was evening and there 
was morning – a first day.
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David Evan Markus
• In “a” beginning or “the”?

David Evan Markus
• No time created?  Or multiple starts?

David Evan Markus
• How did water and earth pre-date the start?

David Evan Markus
• Spirit reflecting in the waters?

David Evan Markus
• Light predated creation of sun.

David Evan Markus
• Who created God? What is THIS God?  Beyond knowing.
• What is happening spiritually here – spaciousness?

David Evan Markus
 • Why is darkness impliedly bad? = racism

David Evan Markus

David Evan Markus
this translation sidesteps the question 
of divine ontology (beingness) / creation 

David Evan Markus
• God as the
separation/bridging

David Evan Markus
THERE WERE OTHER BEGINNINGS?
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havdalah
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• Why did God need to create light?
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(created?)
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למה לי?
lamah li?
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(but doesn’t God fill / inter-be with everything)
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• Is God “separating”? withdrawing?
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divided
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• Distinction and opposites necessary to give existence / meaning

David Evan Markus
God is in form?  – here and not there
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aleph > bet
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Rashi, Gen. 1:1
(= Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki • 1040-1135, France)

 Qָּכ IטUׁכִּפְש Iׁאתָ לְפָרְשCָ וְאִם
פָּרְשֵׁהCְ Uרֵאשִׁית Cְרִיאַת שָׁמַיִם 
 Uוָבֹה Uוָאָרֶץ' וְהָאָרֶץ הָיְתָה תֹה

וְחֹשQֶׁ וHַֹאמֶר אOֱהִים יְהִי אIר וOְא 
בָא הַמִּקְרָא לְהIרIת סֵדֶר הCְַרִיאָה 

לIמַר שֶׁאֵלUּ קָדְמU' שֶׁאִם Cָא 
לְהIרIת כQָּ' הָיָה לI לִכְתֹּב 

 wIרָא אֶת הַשָּׁמַיִם וְגCָ נָהIׁרִאשCָ
 Iמִּקְרָא שֶׁאֵינCַ רֵאשִׁית Wְשֶׁאֵין ל

 Iק לַתֵּבָה שֶׁלְּאַחֲרָיו' כְּמUדָב
Cְרֵאשִׁית מַמְלֶכֶת יְהIיָקִים (ירמיהו 

////(wי wברא) Iּכ"ו)' רֵאשִׁית מַמְלַכְת

To explain it in its p'shat: "At the start of creating 
heaven and earth, the earth was formless, void 
and dark.  God said, 'Light, be!'” This text does 
not show creation's order, that [heaven and 
earth] were first.  Had [Torah] come to show that
it'd need to say בראשונה ברא את השמים (b'rishonah 
bara et ha-shamayim) – "First heaven [and earth] 
were created."  Torah never says reishit without 
cleaving to the noun that follows it [=construct 
case], as in (Jer. 26:1), "At the start (b'reishit) of 
the reign of Yehoyakim," and (Gen. 10:10), "At 
the head (b'reishit) of [Nimrod's] kingdom"....

וְאִ"תּ לְהIרIת Cָא שֶׁאֵלUּ תְּחִלָּה 
נִבְרְאU 'UפֵרUשCְ Iׁרֵאשִׁית הַכֹּל Cָרָא 
אֵלU/// אִ"כֵּ' תְּמVַ עַל עַצְמWְ' שֶׁהֲרֵי 

הַמַּיִם קָדְמU' שֶׁהֲרֵי כְתִיב וְרUחַ 
אOֱהִים מְרַחֶפֶת עַל פְּנֵי הַמָּיִם' 

וְעַדַיִין Oא גִלָּה הַמִּקְרָא' Cְרִיאַת 
הַמַּיִם מָתַי הָיְתָה' הָא לָמַדְתָּ' 

שֶׁרָּדְמU הַמַּיִם לָאָרֶץ

But if you say that [Torah] shows that [heaven 
and earth] were created first, so the meaning is, 
"At the beginning of everything God created 
the[m]," be astonished at yourself!   The waters 
were first, as in (Gen. 1:2), "The spirit of God 
hovered over the face of the waters" – but Torah 
did not reveal when water was created!  Thus 
deduce that water had to precede the earth.

 'Uמַיִם נִבְרְאU ׁד' שֶׁהַשָּׁמַיִם מֵאֵשIוְע
עַל כָּרְחO Wֲא לִמֵּד הַמִּקְרָא סֵדֶר 

הַמֻּקְדָמִים וְהַמְאֻחָרִים כְּלUם:

Also, heavens were from fire and water, so fire 
and water preceded heaven.  So conclude that 
the text says nothing about creation's order.

Genesis 1:6-8
 QI֣תCְ ַהִ֔ים יְהִ֥י רָקִ֖יעOֱֹ֣אמֶר אHַו

הַמָּ֑יִם וִיהִ֣י מַבSְִ֔יל Cֵ֥ין מַ֖יִם לָמָיִם:
6. God said, "Let there be an expanse amidst the 
waters, and it will separate water from water."

וHַַ֣עַשׂ אOֱהִים֘ אֶת־הָרָקִיעַ֒ וHַַבSְֵ֗ל Cֵ֤ין 
הַמַּ֨יִם֙ אֲשֶׁר֙ מִתַ֣חַת לָרָקִ֔יעַ Uבֵ֣ין 

הַמַּ֔יִם אֲשֶׁ֖ר מֵעַ֣ל לָרָקִ֑יעַ וַיְהִי־כֵן:

7. God made the expanse and it separated the 
water below the expanse from the water above 
the expanse – and it was so.

וHִַקְרָ֧א אOֱהִ֛ים לָרָקִ֖יעַ שָׁמָ֑יִם 
וַיְהִי־עֶ֥רֶב וַיְהִי־בֹ֖קֶר יI֥ם שֵׁנִי:

8. God called the expanse "sky"; there was 
evening and there was morning, a second day.

Bereishit Rabbah 4:6
(400-600 CE)

וHִַקְרָא אOֱהִים לָרָקִיעַ שָׁמָיִם' רַב 
אָמַר אֵשׁ Uמָיִם' רCִַי אCַָא Cַר כַּהֲנָא 

אָמַר מִשUּׁם רַב' נָטַל הַקבwwה אֵשׁ 
 Uׂמֵהֶן נַעֲשU זֶהCָ פְתָכָן זֶהU מַיִםU

שָׁמַיִם/ דwwא' שָׁמַיִם' שֶׁהCְַרIHִת 
מִשְׁתIּמְמִים עֲלֵיהֶן לֵאמֹר' שֶׁל מָה 

הֵן שֶׁל אֵשׁ הֵן שֶׁל מַיִם הֵן אֶתְמְהָא/
רCִַי פִּינְחָס Cְשֵׁם רCִַי לֵוִי אָמַר' הUא 
אָתָא וְקָם עָלָיו (תהw קד:ג): הַמְקָרֶה

בַמַּיִם עֲלIHִתָיו' הֱוֵי שֶׁל מַיִם הֵן/

God called the expanse sky [shamayim] – Rav 
said, "Fire (eish) and water (mayim)."  R. Abba bar
Kahana said in Rav's name: "God combined fire 
and water to make heaven.  D'var aher: shamayim 
is that creation wonder [mishtomem]: ‘What are 
they? Are they of fire?  of water?  It's a wonder!"  
R. Pinhas said in R. Levi's name: [God] came and
settled it, as in "Ps. 104:3): “God roofs the upper 
chambers with water."  See, they're of water!

David Evan Markus
Who 
versus
what?

Male - מי
Female - מה

David Evan Markus
creation
as container
vessel

David Evan Markus
words losing us; we transcend words = it’s all MIDRASH

David Evan Markus
PERIODIC TABLE OF THE
SPIRITUAL ELEMENTS?



Artson, "Almighty?  No Way!  Coming to Know the God We Already Love"

If God didn’t give [my son] his autism, doesn’t cause suffering and evil, 
then what is the explanation?  In the words of Job: “If not God, then who?”
In order to uncover a deeper answer to this age-old question, we have to 
revisit the dogma of creation from nothing, a teaching derived from Aristotle 
and one that makes belief in God’s goodness so difficult for so many. 

What the Torah actually says is, “When God began creating heaven and 
earth, there was tohu va-vohu (chaos), and the ruah (wind/breath/spirit) of 
God was vibrating over the face of tehom, the deep, and God said, ‘Let there be
light,’ and there was light.” According to Torah, was there tohu va-vohu, chaos, 
before God started creating?  Yes. Unambiguously yes.  At the instant God 
began creating, tohu va-vohu was already existent, and the ruah of God flutters 
over tehom (that had to be there already for the spirit of God to be able to 
flutter over it). 

The simple meaning of Genesis 1 is that there is pre-existent darkness 
and chaos. The tehom, the chaos, already exists – bubbly, uncontainable and 
undomesticated. God’s creative act is not the special effect of something from 
nothing, but the steady hesed (lovingkindness) of converting chaos into 
cosmos.  Tohu va-vohu and the tehom have always existed, and threaten still. 
God has always been, and is still, inviting/commanding the chaos into 
cosmos. We have misunderstood the nature of divine creativity and power. 

Zohar 1:15a
זֹהַר סְתִימָא דִסְתִימִין Cָטַשׁ אֲוִירָא 
דִילֵיCְ Vהַאי נְקUדָה Uכְדֵין אִתְפַּשַׁט 

הַאי רֵאשִׁית וְעָבִיד לֵיV הֵיכָלָא 
לִיקָרֵיU VלְתUשCְַׁחְתֵּיV/ תַּמָּן זָרַע 

זַרְעָא דְקUדְשָׁא לְאIלָדָא לְתIעַלְתָּא 
 'Vזָרַע זַרְעָא לִיקָרֵיSְ דְעָלְמָא//// זֹהַר

כְּהַאי זַרְעָא דְמֶשִׁי דְאַרDְְוָון טָב 
Sְאִתְחֲפֵי לְגI וְעָבִיד לֵיV הֵיכָלָא 

דְאִיהU תUּשCְַׁחְתָּא דִילֵיV וְתIעַלְתָּא 
Sְכֹלָּא/ Cְהַאי רֵאשִׁית Cְרָא הַהUא 

סְתִימָא Sְלָא אִתְיְידַע לְהֵיכָלָא דָא/ 
הֵיכָלָא דָא אִקְרֵי אֱלהִים' וְרָזָא דָא 

Cְרֵאשִׁית Cָרָא אֱלהִים/

Radiance!  The concealed of the concealed struck 
its aura, touching and not touching a point.  So 
beginning spread, building itself a palace for her 
glorious praise.  There it sowed sacred seed to 
give birth, availing worlds....  Radiance!  Sowing 
seed for its glory, like seed of fine purple silk 
wrapping itself within, weaving itself a palace, 
constituting praise, availing all.  Thus beginning, 
the unknown concealed One created a palace 
called Elohim (God).  This is the secret of "In the 
beginning, God created..." – this "beginning" 
created "God."

Psalm 111:9-10
Iּת שָׁלַח לְעַמUפְּד

IרִיתCְ לָםIָה לְעUִצ
 :Iרָא שְׁמIשׁ וְנIקָד

רֵאשִׁית חָכְמָה יִרְאַת יהוwwה
שֵׂכֶל טIב לְכָל־עֹשֵׂיהֶם

תְּהִלָּתI עֹמֶדֶת לָעַד:

God sent redemption to God's people,
Commanding the eternal covenant:
Holy and awesome is God's Name
The beginning of wisdom is awe of YHVH
Sound mind to all who do so 
Praise of God stands forever.

... which is why Zohar read Genesis 1:1 this way:
Cְרֵאשִׁית

 Cָרָא אOֱהִים
B'reishit = hokhmah

bara Elohim
In hokhmah

was created "God."

https://jewishjournal.com/judaism/holidays/79290/


Pirkei Avot 5:6
עֲשָׂרָה דְבָרִים נִבְרְאCְ Uעֶרֶב שCַָׁת 

Cֵין הַשְּׁמָשIׁת' וְאֵלUּ הֵן' פִּי הָאָרֶץ' 
Uפִי הCְַאֵר' Uפִי הָאָתIן' וְהַרֶּשֶׁת' 

וְהַמָּן' וְהַמYֶַּה' וְהַשָּׁמִיר' וְהַכְּתָב' 
וְהַמִּכְתָּב' וְהַלUּחIת/ וְיֵשׁ אIמְרִים' 
אַף הַמZִַּיקִין' UקְבUרָתI שֶׁל משֶׁה' 

וְאֵילI שֶׁל אַבְרָהָם אָבִינU/ וְיֵשׁ 
אIמְרִים' אַף צְבָת Cִצְבָת עֲשUׂיָה:

Ten things were created on the eve of the first 
Shabbat at twilight, and they are: [1] the mouth 
of the earth, [2] the mouth of the well, [3] the 
mouth of the donkey, [4] the rainbow, [5] the 
manna, [6] the staff [of Moses], [7] the shamir, [8] 
the letters, [9] the writing, [10] the tablets.  And 
some say: also the demons, the grave of Moses, 
and the ram of Abraham, our father.  And some 
say: and also tongs made with tongs.

[1] the mouth of the earth – swallowed Korah and his congregation (Num. 16:32).

[2] the mouth of the well – gave Israel water in the desert (Num. 21:16-18). 

[3] the mouth of the donkey – spoke to Bil'am (Num. 22:28). 

[4] the rainbow – a sign to Noah (Gen. 9:13). 

[5] the manna (Ex. 16:15). 

[6] the staff [of Moses] (Ex. 4:17). 

[7] the shamir (strong stone used to cut rocks for the breastplate) 

[8] the letters used to write the Ten Commandments

[9] the writing (Ex. 32:16) – could be seen from all four sides of the tablets. 

[10] the first tablets (Ex. 32:16) – Moses made the second tablets (Exodus 34:1). 

Demons – In the ancient world, people firmly believed in demons, much as we 
believe in bacteria and viruses even if we have never seen one. These being 
unnatural phenomenon, must have been created on the twilight of the sixth day. 

The grave of Moses – Since no one was there for Moses’s burial, we could 
surmise that it was not created by any human being (Deuteronomy 34:6). 

The ram of Abraham, our ancestor – which seemed to have miraculously 
appeared before Abraham sacrificed Isaac (Genesis 22:13). The mishnah teaches 
that God all along created the ram to be sacrificed in Isaac’s place. Otherwise it 
might seem that if the ram had not gotten caught in the bushes, Abraham would 
have been allowed to sacrifice his son. 

Tongs made with tongs – one cannot forge tongs in fire without already having 
tongs

How does all of this feel?

So what?

Next week is P. Noah

https://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/noach

