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Eloheinu melekh ha-olam
asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav
v’tzivanu la’asok
b’divrei Torah.

Soul Spa 20 - P. Tetzaveh

A . February 24, 2024
gl 15 Adar 1, 5784
Barukh Atah Adonai Blessed are You, YHVH,

our God, eternal sovereign, who
sanctifies us in God's connecting
command to busy ourselves
in words of Torah.
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\ KOHENIC LINEAGE BEGINS HERE

Exodus 28:1-12 Uh oh: hierarchy? superiority? Egypt?!!!

1-3. Bring ¢lose to you Aharon your brother and his
sons with him from the Children of Israel, to serve
Me: Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, Elazar and Itamar

sons of Aharon. Make holy garments for Aharon RITUAL
your brother, for honor and beauty. Speak to all who

are wise-hearted, whom I filled with the spirit of Cross-
wisdom, and they will make Aharon's garments to  .;jtural

sanctify him to serve Me.

4-6. And these are the garments they will make: a
breastplate, shoulder plates, a robe, an embroidered
coat, a headdress, and a girdle. They will make holy
garments for Aharon your brother, and his sons, for
their service of Me. They will take gold, and yarns of
blue, purple and scarlet, and fine linen. They will
make the breastplate with crafts of gold, and yarns of
blue, purple and scarlet, and fine twined linen.

7-9. It will have its two shoulder pieces joined at its
two edges, so it will be conjoined. The finely done
girdle of the breastplate will be the same handiwork
of gold and yarns of blue, purple and scarlet, and fine

twined linen. Take two onyx stones, and engrave on ~ All of the
them the [tribal] names of the Children of Israel peoxle are
on Aaron

10-12. [There will be] six of their names on one stone,
and the remaining six names on the other stone — in
order of their birth. As an engraving in stone, like
engravings of a signet ring, engrave the two stones
with the [tribal] names of the Children of of Israel.
Make insets of gold. Put the two stones on the
shoulder plate as femembrance for the Children of
Istael, and Aaron will bear their names on his two
shoulders before YHVH as a temembrance.

h * Literal names left and right, in birth order of the Tribes
P Pshat |, Remember by the Children of Israel?
= | (vw9) |- Kohenic legacy begins here
R | Remez |° “Remembrance” as consciousness shift - state of mind of the wearer
= * Implication: the People needed this. What did they lack?

(m-‘) * Remembrance of identity, covenant

Drash |° Gap in text = elder-born tribes on right shoulder or left?
D (v~7) * Onyx = “Shoham” = Transcendence
* Like cherubs on Ark - the space between!

Sod |’ Kabbalah: right shoulder (hesed = love), left shoulder (gevurah = strength)
S * WHERE IS GOD IN THIS?
=1 (1)
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WHO’S DOING THE MAKING?!! THE PEOPLE INSTALL!

= we will do and we will hear / ynwi gwyl

Siftei Hakhamim, Ex. 28:1

Take close to you — After the work of the Mishkan is
completed — but not yet, for they [became kohanim]
only by [the making of] the garments and mishkan.

Shemot Rabbah 37:2

Bring close to you — When Moshe descended from
Sinai and saw Israel in that act, he gazed at Aharon
hitting it with a hammer. Aharon's intent was to
restrain them until Moshe descended, but Moshe
thought Aharon was joining them and got angry with
him. God said: "Moshe, I know Aharon’s intent was
good!" It's like a prince of unsteady mind who took a
shovel to upend his father’s house. His tutor said to
him: "Don't wear yourself out! Give it to me and I
will upend it." The king saw this and said: "I know
your intent is good. I swear that none but you will
have dominion in my palace." So too when Israel
told Aharon (Ex. 32:1), “Go make us a god!” ... he said
to them: "I am a kohein so I will make it and bring it
korbanot," but he did so only to restrain them until
Moshe came. God told Aharon: "I know what your
intent was. I swear that none but you will have
dominion of the korbanot of the Children of Israel" —
thus it is said (Ex. 28:1): “Bring close to you." But
where did God tell this to Moshe? In the [Torah text
setting forth plans for the] mishkan [long before
Moshe actually installed Aharon]!

Numbers 9:1

YHVH spoke to Moshe in the Sinai desert, on the first
new moon of the second year after the exodus from
the land of Egypt, saying....

B.T. Pesahim 6b

It is written (Num. 1:1), "God spoke to Moshe in the
Sinai desert in the Tent of Meeting on the first day of
the second month [of the second year].” Just as there
it occurred at the New Moon, on the first day of the
month, so too here (in Num. 9) on the New Moon.
But if so, Torah should say first what occurred in the
first month and then what occurred in the second
month. [Num. 9 was the first month, chronologically
before Num. 1:1.] Rav Menashya bar Tahlifa said in
the name of Rav: There is no before or after in Torah!

Exodus 31:16-18

The Children of Israel will keep Shabbat, making
Shabbat in their generations as an eternal covenant.
It is a sign between Me and the Children of Israel
forever, for in six days YHVH made heaven and
earth, and on the seventh day [God] rested and re-
ensouled. God gave Moses, on finishing speaking
with him on Mount Sinai, the two tablets of Eidut,
stone tablets inscribed with the finger of God.
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Rashi, Ex. 31:18

NN DTN PR NN ON VM God gave Moses — There is no before or after in
mxY 0Tp 23yn nwyn mina  Torah! The golden calf incident preceded the
0 D27 O 1avnn noNgn  command of building the Mishkan [Ex. 25] and

priestly garments [Ex. 28].

B.T. Temurah 14b

N9N,"NPND 01270 N 77 a2 "Write for yourself these words" (Ex. 34:27) [the
anis NANON YaN ,anis nax - second tablets, after the Golden Calf] — means these
ST NDPN R9T >N Niovn  words [from God] themselves, so don't write down
WORY W NP AT NDT INY - halakhah — oral law. But what if a new matter is
ND2YA NITINT X190 opyp  different [so we must write it lest we forget]? Thus
Y190 MY Niwyy Ny »on oy did R. Yohanan and Reish Lakish read from Sefer
NP RYD 3\95;3 2PN ,'rmm Aggadah [instead of Torah] on Shabbat, fulfilling (Ps.
SN NP NoRwm ny - 119:126) "It's time to do for God: we must flip Your
-7 7" Torah." They said, "Better to uproot a bit of Torah so
Torah will not be forgotten among Israel."

The Sabbath
(Abraham Joshua Heschel 1951)

It is impossible for [hu]man[ity] to shirk the problem of time. The more we
think the more we realize: we cannot conquer time through space. We can only
master time in time. The higher goal of spiritual living is not to amass a wealth of
information, but to face sacred moments. [wateligiotus experience, for example,it'is
not a thing that imposes itself on [humanity] but a spiritual presence. What is
retained in the soul is the moment of insight rather than the place where the act
cametopass: A moment of insight is a fortune, transporting us beyond the confines
of measured time. Spiritual life begins to decay when we fail to sense the grandeur
of what is eternal in time....

Judaism teaches us to be attached to holiness in time, to be attached to sacred
events, to learn how to consecrate sanctuaries that emerge from the magnificent
stream of a year. The Sabbaths are our great cathedrals....

Jewish ritual may be characterized as the art of significant forms in time, as
architecture of time. Most of its observances — the Sabbath, the New Moon, the
festival, the Sabbatical and the Jubilee year — depend on a certain hour of the day or
season of the year....

It is indeed a unique occasion at which the distinguished word kadosh (holy) is
used for the first time: in the Book of Genesis at the end of the story of creation.
How extremely significant is the fact that it is applied to time, "God blessed the
seventh day and made it holy." There is no reference in the record of creation to any
object in space that would be endowed with the quality of holiness.

This is a radical departure from accustomed religious thinking. The mythical
mind would expect that, after heaven and earth have been established, God would
create a holy place — a holy mountain or a holy spring — whereupon a sanctuary is to
be established. Yet it seems as if to the Bible it is holiness in time, the Sabbath, which
comes first.

The meaning of the Sabbath is to celebrate time rather than space. Six days a
week we live under the tyranny of things of space; on the Sabbath we try to become
attuned to holiness in time. It is a day on which we are called upon to share in what
is eternal in time, to turn from the results of creation to the mystery of creation; from
the world of creation to the creation of the world.
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Exodus 28:11

Put the two stones on the shoulder plate as
remembrance for the Children of Israel: Aharon
will bear their names on his two shoulders before
YHVH as a remembrance.

Rashi, Ex. 28:11

As a remembrance — So the Holy Blessed One will
see the names of the tribes written before God and
remember their righteousness (Ex. Rabbah 38:8).

Exodus Rabbah 38:8

By what merit did Aharon enter into the Holy of
Holies? R. Hanina son of R. Yishmael said, "By the
merit of the brit milah (circumcision) he entered, as
it is said, 'This is My covenant that you will keep."
... R.Yitzhak said, "By the merit of the tribes he
entered, as it is said, '...This is what you will do:
Make stones for 12 — two stones for the yod (God) —
like the two stones given [to Moshe], now given to
the heart of Aharon, and on them put the names of
the tribes." Why? So that when the Holy Blessed
One would see them on the Kohein's clothes when
he enters [the Holy of Holies] on Yom Kippur, God
will remember the merit of the ancestral tribes....
Thus would Aharon enter each time into the Holy
of Holiness: only by their great merit would he be
aided to enter, without with he would be unable to
enter. Why? For the ministering angels were there,
so the Holy Blessed One decreed that Aharon be
given holy clothes akin to their own.

Hatam Sofer, Ex. 28:11
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As a remembrance — One who serves community
serves with community for the sake of heaven, as a
merit of the ancestors who aid them. Raising them
is a great reward: Aaron is the shaliah tzibur (agent
of the community) literally lifted on his shoulders
by the names of the 12 tribes uplifting the entire
nation on his shoulders, and taking on himself
their deficiencies and worries. Not by his own
merit but the merit of they whom he serves do the
ancestors dwell with him — the merit of Avraham,
Yitzhak and Yaakov in a breastplate over his heart.
Likewise, modern community servants raise up
the remembrance of the Children of Israel, and
enter into the merit of the tribes and the ancestors
to bring all of them before God, for their merit aids
one's service. Even if one believes one serves by
one's own merits, even so it is their merit that aids
one, and that the righteousness of one's service to
the Children of Israel depends on that alone.



P2Y NN WL 3 0N )
MDY YIP 0NN NG

-5y MM NZAN 2N2-5Y NN D)
TN NQYDN-)9 SYD-DN NN

VXY TN . INN NYR-DY M
" 297 07

WNN DY) TIORN DY - NMD VTP
L IDD LI DN 1 NY PN
DOWTPN )Y DX N"1APN

Exodus 28:36-38

36. Make a plate of pure gold, and engrave on it,
like engraving of a signet ring, "Holy to YHVH.”

37. Put on it a blue lace so it will be on the
headdress, opposite the face of the headdress.

38. It will be on Aharon's forehead ... always, for
YHVH's acceptance on their behalf.

Rashbam, Ex. 28:36

Holy to YHVH - On the [high priest’s] breastplate
and shoulders lay the [12] names of the [tribes] of
Israel as a reminder, meaning that God will desire
the imperfect holy offering.

Rabbeinu Bahva, Ex. 28:36
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Holy to YHVH - The high priest was an example,
like the vestments worn during the performance of
duties. And by examples, they were seen as
reminders of the supernal writing....

Proverbs 27:19

As water [reflects] face to face,
So the heart from person to person.

Psalm 23:2-3

God leads me beside still waters
to restore my soul, guiding me
in right paths for the sake of the Name.
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