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Barukh Atah Adonai
Eloheinu melekh ha-olam
asher kidshanu b'mitzovotav

v'tzivanu la’asok
b’divrei Torah.
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March 9, 2024
29 Adar I, 5784

Blessed are You, YHVH,
our God, eternal sovereign, who
sanctifies us in God's connecting
command to busy ourselves
in words of Torah.
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>  Analytic priorities: fact of it

Building
Exodus 35:1-4 Togetherness

1-3. Moshe convened all the congregation of the
Children of Israel, and said to them, "These are the
things YHVH commanded to do: Six days work
will be done, but the seventh day will be for youa
holy Shabbat, a complete rest to YHVH. All who do
work on it will bg deaded.| Kindle no fire in all your
settlements on the Shabbat day."

Shabbat reference #3:

M 1
4-6. Moshe spoke to all the congrega%{lcr)lfal ofo (ﬁe
Children of Israel, saying: "This is what YHVH
commanded: Take from among you a raising-up to

are these
restrictions
or boundaries?

YHVH. All of a willing heart will bring a raising-up
to YHVH of gold, silver and bronze; blue, purple
and scarlet [fabrics]; fine linen and goats” hair,

7-9. Ram skins dyed red, goats’ skins, gopher wood
and oil for the light, spices for anointing oil and for
sweet incense, onyx stones, and stones to be set for
the shoulder plate and the breastplate.

10-12. And all wise hearted among you will come
to make all that YHVH commanded: the mishkan,
its tent and its covering, its clasps, its boards, its
bars, its pillars, and its sockets, the Ark, and its
poles, with the covering, and the veil of the screen,

13-15. The table and its poles, and all its utensils,
and the show bread. The lampstand also for the
light, and its furniture, and its lamps, with the oil
for the light, and altar incense, and its poles, and
the anointing oil, and the incense of spices, and the
screen for the door at the entrance of the Mishkan,

GOD AS CONNEC{%ON / CONNECTOR
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Spiritual practice
to be thoughtful

The altar of burnt offering with its bronze
grating, poles, and all its utensils, the basin and its
pedestal, the courtyard hangings, its pillars and
their §@EKEES, and the screen for the courtyard door,
the tabernacle pegs, and the courtyard pegs, and
their cords, the uniforms, to do service in the holy
place, the holy garments for Aharon the priest, and
his son's garments, to minister in the priest’s office.
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Ramban (Nahmanides), Ex. 35:1
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TESHUVAH
* TIKKUN OLAM

Moshe convened all the congregation of the
Children of Israel — That phrase includes men and
women, as all donated to the Mishkan's making.
After commanding Aharon and "all the children of
Israel" — that is, men — "on all that God told him on
Mount Sinai" (Ex. 24:22), and after breaking the
Tablets and veiling his face, Moshe re-assembled
the people. So the whole congregation gathered to
him: men, women and children, for God had
reconciled with them, giving Moses the second
Tablets and making a new covenant that God
would go amidst them. They returned to their
prior relationship and love of their wedding. From
now, God's Presence would be with them as God
said before: "Make Me a Sanctuary, and I will dwell
among them" (Ex. 25:8). Thus Moshe told them
now to make what [the plans revealed] before.

Hizkuni, Ex. 35:1

(Hezekiah ben Manoah — 1200s France)

- [ONW M) NTY 95 NN NWN DNPN
DI .90 NXIM INN 0 TPWO
PNRY,ND NIV 7D 'NY YPOWNnY
JOWNN NONON 5awa NMNTD

Moses assembled the entire congregation of the
Children of Israel — When he came down from the
Mountain [with the new Tablets on Yom Kippur].
Just as the Mishkan is God's, so is Shabbat, which
supersedes even the Mishkan's building.

Heschel, The Sabbath, ch 1

He who wants to enter the holiness of the day must first lay down the

profanity of clattering commerce, of being yoked to toil. He must go away from the
screech of dissonant days, from the nervousness and fury of acquisitiveness and the
betrayal in embezzling his own life. He must say farewell to manual work and learn
to understand that the world has already been created and will survive without the
help of man. Six days a week we wrestle with the world, wringing profit from the
earth; on the Sabbath we especially care for the seed of eternity planted in the soul.
The world has our hands, but our soul belongs to Someone Else.

Six days a week we seek to dominate the world; on the seventh day we try to
dominate the self . . . The Sabbath is not for the sake of the weekdays; the weekdays
are for the sake of Sabbath. It is not an interlude but the climax of living.... The
seventh day is like ajpalaceiintime...: It is not a date but an atmosphere. The
difference between the Sabbath and all other days is not to be noticed in the physical
structure of things, in their spatial dimension. Things do not change on that day.
There is only a difference in the dimension of time, in the relation of the universe to
God. The Sabbath preceded creation and the Sabbath completed creation; it is all of
the spirit that'the world can'bear. It is a day that ennobles the soul....

Nahman of Breslov, Likutei Tefilot 2:13

Let me merit the joy and freedom of the holy Shabbat. Let me [dissolve] the
enslavement of the days of the week. May my mind be completely settled, without
any confusion at all, so that on the holy Shabbat no thoughts of labor and business,
or any worry or trouble, will enter my mind. Let it be in my eyes as if all my work is
done and all is right Then I will have attained the rest, pleasure and joy of Shabbat.
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M. Shabbat 7:2

The avot melakhot are forty minus one:

Preparations: (1) Sow, (2) plow, (3) reap, (4) bind sheaves,
(5) thresh, (6) winnow, (7) sort, (8) grind, (9) sift, (10) knead,
(11) bake.

Cloth Curtains: (12) shear wool, (13) whiten, (14) comb, (15)
dye, (16) spin, (17) weave, (18) make two loops, (19) weave
two threads, (20) separate two threads, (21) tie [a knot], (22)
untie [a knot], (23) sew two stitches, (24) tear for the
purpose of sewing two stitches.

Leather Curtains: (25) hunt a deer, (26) slaughter, (27) skin,
(28) salt, (29) cure, (30) scrape, (31) cut.

Beams: (32) write two letters, (33) erase to write two letters.
Wialls: (34) build, (35) demolish.

Metalwork: (36) extinguish flame, (37) light flame, (38)
strike with hammer, (39) carry from one domain to another.

Midrash Tanhuma Pekudei 2

R. Yaakov with R. Issi said: [The building of the Mishkan] is to the Creation of
the world! On the first day, it is written: “In the beginning, when God began the
Heavens and the Earth,” and it is written, “God stretches the heavens like a sheet.”
Of the Mishkan it is written (Ex. 25:7), “Make sheets of goat-hair."

On the second day, “Let there be a firmament” and Torah calls it a separation,
as in: “Let it separate between waters and waters.” Of the Mishkan it is written (Ex.
25:33), “The curtain will separate.”

On the third day, "Let the waters be gathered.” Of the Mishkan it is written
(Ex. 30:18), “Make a laver of bronze...and place water in it.”

On the fourth day, God created the great lights, as it is written: “Let there be
luminaries in the firmament of the heavens.” Of the Mishkan it is written (Ex. 25:31),
“Make the menorah of gold.”

On the fifth day, God created birds, as it is said: “Let the waters swarm with
swarmers, living being, and flying fowl.” Of the Mishkan birds correspond to altar
offerings of fowl; also there were “kruvim with spread wings above” (Ex. 35:20).

On the sixth day, God created humanity, as it is said: "God created the human

in God’s image,” and fashioned it with glory. Of the Mishkan, it is written of a human
who is the High Priest, anointed to serve and tend before God.

On the seventh day, “The heavens and the earth were completed.” Of the
Mishkan it is written, “All of the labor was completed.” Of the creation of the world it
is written, “God blessed,” and of the Mishkan it is written, “Moses blessed them.” Of
the creation of the world it is written, “God completed,” and of the Mishkan it is
written (Num. 7:1), “On the day of its completion." Of the creation of the world it is
written, “God made [Shabbat] holy,” and of the Mishkan it is written (Num. 7:1),
“Moshe anointed [Aharon] and made him holy."
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Exodus 35:30-35

30-31. Moshe said to the people of Israel, "See,
YHVH called by name Betzalel the son of Uri, son
of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and has filled him with
the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and
in knowledge, and in every kind of workmanship,

32-33. And to devise finely done works, to work in
gold, and in silver, and in bronze, and in the cutting
of stones, to set them, and in carving of wood, to
make any kind of skilful work.

34-35. And God has put in his heart that he may
teach, both he, and Aholiav, the son of Ahisamakh,
of the tribe of Dan. God filled them with wisdom of
heart, to work all kinds of work, of the engraver,
and of the skilful workman, and of the embroiderer,
in blue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen,
and of the weaver, of those who do any work, and
of those who design artistic work.

Shemot Rabbah 48:4

From where did [Betzalel] merit this wisdom?
From the merit of Miriam, for (Ex. 38:1): “He made
houses for them.” What houses? The House of
Priesthood and House of Sovereignty. Yokheved
divided the priesthood and sovereignty — Aharon
as High Priest and Moshe as sovereign. Miriam
took wisdom, as she raised up Betzalel. David the
King came from her, as in (1 Chron. 2:19): “Efrat
bore him Hur" and (1 Sam. 17:12), “David, son of a
man of Efrat,” who came from Miriam.

With these three things the world was created, as it
is said (Prov. 3:19-20): “God, with wisdom, laid the
foundation of the Earth; established the heavens
with understanding... and by God’s knowledge
the depths were broken-up.” With these three
things the Mishkan was built.... So too, when the
Holy Blessed One stands someone up to build it in
the time coming, with these three things it will be
built, as it is said: With wisdom is a house built,
with understanding is it established...with
knowledge rooms are filled,” (Pro. 24:3-4).

B.T. Berakhot 55a

The Holy Blessed One said to Moshe: "Moshe, do
you think Betzalel suitable?" [Moshe] replied:
"Master of the Universe! If You think him suitable,
all the more do I'" [God] said to him: "All the
same, go consult them." He went and asked them:
"Do you think Betzalel suitable?" They replied: "If
the Holy Blessed One and you think him suitable,
all the more do we!"
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