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CָרQU אַתָּה יהוwwה
אOֱהֵינU מֶלQֶ הָעIלָם
אֲֹשֶר קִדְֹשָנCְ UמִצIְתָיו

וְצUִָנU לַעֲסIק
Cְדִבְרֵי תIּרָה/

Barukh Atah Adonai
Eloheinu melekh ha-olam

asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav
v’tzivanu la’asok
b’divrei Torah.

Blessed are You, YHVH,
our God, eternal sovereign, who
sanctifies us in God's connecting

command to busy ourselves
in words of Torah.

Leviticus 9:22-10:6
וHִַשָּׂ֨א אַהֲרֹ֧ן אֶת־יָדָ֛יו אֶל־הָעָ֖ם וַיְבָרֲכֵ֑ם

וHֵַ֗רֶד מֵעֲשׂ֧ת הַחYַָ֛את וְהָעֹלָ֖ה 
אֶל־ אֹ֣הֶל וְאַהֲרֹן מֹשֶׁ֤ה וHַָבֹ֨א וְהַשְּׁלָמִים:

אֶת־הָעָ֑ם וHֵַרָ֥א  וַיְבָרֲכU֖ וHֵַ֣צְאU֔ מIעֵ֔ד
כְבIד־יהוww֖ה אֶל־כָּל־הָעָם: וַתֵ֤צֵא אֵשׁ֙ 

מִלִּפְנֵ֣י יהוww֔ה וַתֹ֨אכַל֙ עַל־ הַמִּזCְֵ֔חַ 
 אֶת־הָעֹלָ֖ה וְאֶת־הַחֲלָבִ֑ים וHַַ֤רְא

וHַָרֹ֔נUּ וHִַפְּלU֖ עַל־פְּנֵיהֶם: כָּל־הָעָם֙

22-24.  Aharon raised his hand to the people, blessed
them, and came down after offering the guilt, olah 
and shlamim offerings.   Moshe and Aharon went 
into the Tent of Witnessing, came out and blessed 
the people – and YHVH's glory appeared to all the 
people.  Fire out went out from before YHVH and 
consumed on the altar the burnt offering and the fat.
All the people saw, shouted and fell on their faces.

וHִַקְחU֣ בְנֵי־אַ֠הֲרֹ֠ן נָדָ֨ב וַאֲבִיהU֜א אִ֣ישׁ 
מַחְתָתI֗ וHִַתְנU֤ בָהֵן֙ אֵ֔שׁ וHַָשִׂ֥ימU עָלֶ֖יהָ 
קְטֹ֑רֶת וHַַקְרִ֜יבU לִפְנֵ֤י יהוwwה֙ אֵ֣שׁ זָרָ֔ה 

אֵ֛שׁ מִלִּפְנֵ֥י  וַתֵ֥צֵא אֹתָם: צUִָ֖ה O֦א אֲשֶׁ֧ר
יהוww֖ה וַתֹ֣אכַל אIתָ֑ם וHַָמֻ֖תU לִפְנֵ֥י 

יהוwwה: וHַֹ֨אמֶר מֹשֶׁ֜ה אֶל־אַהֲרֹ֗ן הUא֩ 
אֲשֶׁר־CֶSִ֨ר יְהוww֤ה לֵאמרֹ֙ Cִקְרֹבַ֣י אֶרָּדֵ֔שׁ

:וSHִַֹ֖ם אַהֲרֹןוְעַל־פְּנֵ֥י כָל־הָעָ֖ם אֶכָּבֵ֑ד 

1-3. Nadav and Avihu, sons of Aharon, each took his
censer, put fire and incense on it, and made a korban 
of strange fire before YHVH that God did not 
command them.  Fire went forth before YHVH and 
consumed them; they died before YHVH.  Moshe 
said to Aharon: "This is what YHVH said, 'I will be 
made holy in them that come near Me, and before 
all the people I will be glorified.'" Aaron went silent.

וHִַקְרָ֣א מֹשֶׁ֗ה אֶל־מִישָׁאֵל֙ וְאֶ֣ל אֶלְצָפָ֔ן 
Cְנֵ֥י עZִֻיאֵ֖ל Sֹ֣ד אַהֲרֹ֑ן וHַֹ֣אמֶר אֲלֵהֶ֗ם 
קִ֠רְבU֞ שְׂאU֤ אֶת־אֲחֵיכֶם֙ מֵאֵ֣ת פְּנֵי־ 
 U֗קְרְבHִַץ לַמַּחֲנֶה: וU֖הַרֹּ֔דֶשׁ אֶל־מִח

וHִַשָּׂאֻם֙ Cְכֻתֳנֹתָ֔ם אֶל־מִחU֖ץ לַמַּחֲנֶ֑ה 
כַּאֲשֶׁ֖ר CֶSִ֥ר מֹשֶׁה: וHַֹ֣אמֶר מֹשֶׁ֣ה אֶל־ 

אַהֲרֹ֡ן Uלְאֶלְעָזָר֩ Uלְאִיתָמָ֨ר | Cָנָ֜יו 
רָאשֵׁיכֶ֥ם אַל־תִפְרָ֣עU | Uבִגְדֵיכֶ֤ם Oא־ 

תִפְרֹ֨מU֙ וOְ֣א תָמֻ֔תU וְעַ֥ל כָּל־הָעֵדָ֖ה 
 ֙Uּ֣ית יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל יִבְכCֵיִקְצֹ֑ף וַאֲחֵיכֶם֙ כָּל־

אֶת־הַשְּׂרֵפָ֔ה אֲשֶׁ֥ר שָׂרַ֖ף יהוwwה:

4-6. Moshe called Mishael and Eltzafan, sons of 
Uziel the uncle of Aharon, and said to them, "Come 
near! Carry your brothers from before the sanctuary 
out of the camp."  So they came near, and carried 
them in their coats out of the camp; as Moshe said.   
Moshe said to Aharon, and to Elazar and Itamar his 
sons, "Do not uncover your heads or tear your 
clothes, lest you die and anger come on all the 
people.  Your brothers and all the House of Israel 
will wail for the burning that YHVH burned.
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• angry
• disbelief
• no thanks?
• vengeance

… where’s
the love?!

David Evan Markus
tum’ah
(charged)

David Evan Markus
• What is strange fire?
• Not a lot of details here
• SONS of AHARON
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• Implication is that “strange fire” brought on some kind of penalty = death
• Sons became the korbanot?
• Awe of God (falling on their faces)
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• Did Aharon know this was coming?
• Does it mean that YHVH / God *sent the fire*?
• The sons are getting uppity? - contrast of compliance and noncompliance?
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• bad things happen to good people?
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WHY DID NADAV AND AVIHU DIE?

Rashi, Lev. 10:1
ותצא אש/ רw אֱלִיעֶזֶר אIמֵר Oא מֵתU בְנֵי 

אַהֲרןֹ אֶלָּא עַל יְדֵי שֶׁהIרU הֲלָכָה Cִפְנֵי 
מֹשֶׁה רCַָן' רCִַי יִשְׁמָעֵאל אIמֵר שְׁתUיֵי יַיִן 

נִכְנְסU לַמִּקSְָשׁ/

Fire went forth – R. Eleizer said: Aharon's sons 
died only because they gave decisions on religious
matters in the presence of their teacher, Moses. R. 
Yishmael said: they died because they entered the 
Mikdash intoxicated by wine.

Sifra Shemini 32
מה תלמוד לומר בני אהרן שלא חלקו 

כבוד לאהרן נדב ואביהוא לא נטלו עצה
ממשה איש מחתתו איש מעצמו יצאו 

 wולא נטלו עצה זה מזה ויקריבו לפני ה
אש זרה אשר לא צוה אותם רבי 

ישמעאל אומר יכול אש זרה ממש 
תלמוד לומר אשר לא צוה אותם 

הכניסוה בלא עצה רבי עקיבא אומר לא
הכניסוה אלא מן הכיריים שנאמר 

ויקריבו לפני הw אש זרה אם כן למה 
נאמר אשר לא צוה אותם שלא נמלכו 

במשה רבן רבי אליעזר אומר לא 
נתחייבו אלא על שהורו הלכה בפני 

משה רבן וכל המורה הלכה בפני רבו 
חייב מיתה:

What does Torah teach by specifying, “the sons of 
Aharon”? That they did not apportion honor for 
Aharon.  Nadav and Avihu did not take advice 
from Moshe. “Each took his fire pan” – each went 
oneself and did not take advice from one another, 
so “they brought an offering before God of 
strange fire that they were not commanded.” R. 
Yishmael said: Could it really have actually been a
strange fire?  Torah teaches “which they were not 
commanded,” inferring they brought it in without
advice.  R. Akiva says: They only brought what 
was recognizable to them, as in, “They brought an
offering before God of strange fire,” but if so then 
why “which they were not commanded”?  To 
show that they did not see Moshe as their teacher.
R. Eliezer said: They were guilty of teaching 
halakhah before Moshe, their teacher! 

Vayikra Rabbah, Lev. 10:1
Cַר קַפָּרָא Cְשֵׁם רCִַי יִרְמְיָה Cֶן אֶלְעָזָר 

אָמַר Cִשְׁבִיל אַרCְָעָה דְבָרִים מֵתCָ Uנָיו שֶׁל
אַהֲרֹן' עַל הַקְרִיבָה' וְעַל הַקְרָבָה' עַל אֵשׁ 

זָרָה' וְעַל שֶׁ¿א נָטְלU עֵצָה זֶה מZִֶה/ עַל 
הַקְרִיבָה' שֶׁנִּכְנְסU לִפְנַי וְלִפְנִים/ וְעַל 

 /UUַן שֶׁ¿א נִצְטCְָקָר Uהַהַקְרָבָה' שֶׁהִקְרִיב
 /Uית כִּירַיִם הִכְנִיסCִֵעַל אֵשׁ זָרָה' אֵשׁ מ
וְעַל שֶׁ¿א נָטְלU עֵצָה זֶה מZִֶה' שֶׁנwּ: אִישׁ 
 Uשֶׁ¿א נָטְל Uׂעָש Iאִישׁ מֵעַצְמ 'Iמַחְתָּת

עֵצָה זֶה מZִֶה/

Bar Kappara said in the name of R. Yirmiyah ben 
Elazar, "The sons of Aaron died for four reasons –
the proximity, the offering, the strange fire and for
not seeking guidance one from the other.  The 
proximity – that they [didn't] enter from within 
and without.  The offering – they brought a korban
that they were not commanded.   Strange fire –
they entered with [fire] from the kitchen.  For not 
taking guidance – as it is said (Lev. 10:1), "Each 
took his fire pan" – each deciding oneself, not 
seeking guidance one from the other.

Ibn Ezra, Lev. 10:1
ויתנו בהן אש/ לא מהאש שיצאה וזה

טעם אש זרה
Put fire in it – Not from fire that came [from God]:
that's why it's called strange fire. 

Da'at Zekeinim, Lev. 10:1
וגם לא אֵשׁ זָרָה אֲשֶׁר Oא צUִָה אֹתָם - ///

צוה אותם שלא התירה עתה להם לפי 
שעה כי לפעמים הקב"ה אוסר דבר 

ומתירו לפי שעה לגדל/

Strange fire that God did not command them –
Torah uses the unusual formulation “that God did
not command them” instead of ”that God forbade
them" because God sometimes, in great moments,
permits what is ordinarily prohibited.
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blame the victim?
(project?)
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hierarchy, obedience • punishing initiative?
COMMUNITARIANISM
Live with it: God did not *control* it…
Overzealotry? 
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Degel Mahaneh Efraim on Lev. 10:3
R. Moshe Hayyim Efraim of Sudilkov (1748-1800 • Meǳhybizh, Ukraine)

ויאמר משה אל אהרון קרב אל המזבח
ופירש רשwwי לפי שהיה אהרן בוש וירא 

לגשת' אמר לו משה למה אתה בוש 
לכך נבחרת עwwכ/  והוא תמוה משום 

שנבחר בזה לא יסתלק הבושה מעליו' 
והנה שמעתי מן אאזזללהwwה פירוש על
זה מפני שיש לך יראה ובושה מן השם 

יתברך לכך נבחרת כי (תהלים נwwא) 
זבחי אלהים רוח נשברה/

“Moshe said to Aharon: 'Approach the altar." (Lev. 
9:7).  Rashi explained: “Aharon shrunk back and 
feared to approach.  Moshe asked him, 'Why do 
you shrink?  You were chosen for this.'"  This is 
curious: why wouldn't his chosenness relieve his 
inhibition?  My grandfather [the Ba'al Shem Tov] 
explained: "You were chosen exactly because you 
have both awe and belittlement before God, as in 
(Ps. 51): 'God's offering is a shattered spirit.'”

WHAT KIND OF SILENCE DID AHARON EXPERIENCE?

Leviticus 10:2-3
אֵ֛שׁ מִלִּפְנֵ֥י יהוww֖ה וַתֹ֣אכַל אIתָ֑ם  וַתֵ֥צֵא

וHַָמֻ֖תU לִפְנֵ֥י יהוwwה: וHַֹ֨אמֶר מֹשֶׁ֜ה 
אֶל־אַהֲרֹ֗ן הUא֩ אֲשֶׁר־CֶSִ֨ר יְהוww֤ה 

לֵאמֹר֙ Cִקְרֹבַ֣י אֶרָּדֵ֔שׁ וְעַל־פְּנֵ֥י 
:וSHִַֹ֖ם אַהֲרֹןכָל־הָעָ֖ם אֶכָּבֵ֑ד 

Fire went forth before YHVH and consumed them; 
they died before YHVH.  Moshe said to Aharon: 
"This is what YHVH said, 'I will be made holy in 
them that come near Me, and before all the people I 
will be glorified.'" Aaron went silent.

Psalms 131:1-2
׀ Oא־גָבVַ֣ לCִִ֭י וOְא־רָמU֣ עֵינַ֑י  יהוww֤ה

׀ CִגְדֹלI֖ת UבְנִפְלָאI֣ת  וOְֽא־הִלַּ֓כְתִּי
׀ וְ  נַ֫פְשִׁ֥י דIמַ֗מְתִּימִמֶּֽנִּי׃ אִם־O֤א שUִִׁ֨יתִי

כְּ֭גָמֻל עֲלֵ֣י אִמIּ֑ כDַָּמֻ֖ל עָלַ֣י נַפְשִֽׁי׃

...YHVH! My heart is not proud nor my eyes lifted.  
I don't reach for great and wondrous things beyond 
me.  Aren't I sated and quieted?  My soul is like one 
weaned from its mother.  My soul is as if weaned.

1 Kings 19:10-12
וHַאֹמֶר֩ קַנֹּ֨א קִנֵּ֜אתִי לַיהוww֣ה | אOֱהֵ֣י 
צְבָאI֗ת כִּי־עָזְבU֤ בְרִיתCְ ֙Wְנֵ֣י יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל 

U֣הָרְג Wוְאֶת־נְבִיאֶ֖י Uהָרָ֔ס Wחֹתֶ֣יCְְאֶת־מִז
 Uׁ֥֔י וַיְבַקְשSִַתֵ֤ר אֲנִי֙ לְבUִָבֶחָ֑רֶב וָא

אֶת־נַפְשִׁ֖י לְקַחְתVָ/ וHַֹ֗אמֶר צֵ֣א וְעָמַדְתָ֣ 
בָהָר֘ לִפְנֵ֣י יהוwwה֒ וְהִנֵּ֧ה יהוwwָ֣ה עֹבֵ֗ר וְרU֣חַ

DְדIלָ֡ה וְחָזָ֞ק מְפָרֵק֩ הָרִ֨ים UמְשCֵַׁ֤ר 
סְלָעִים֙ לִפְנֵ֣י יהוww֔ה O֥א בָרU֖חַ יהוwwה 
וְאַחַ֤ר הָרU֨חַ֙ רַ֔עַשׁ O֥א בָרַ֖עַשׁ יהוwwה: 

וְאַחַ֤ר הָרַ֨עַשׁ֙ אֵ֔שׁ O֥א בָאֵ֖שׁ יהוwwה 
 דַרָּה:Sְמָמָ֥הוְאַחַ֣ר הָאֵ֔שׁ קI֖ל 

[Eliyahu] said, "I am zealous for YHVH, Lord of 
Hosts, for the Children of Israel forsook Your 
covenant, razed Your altars and by sword murdered
Your prophets.  I alone am left: they're out to take 
my life."[God] said, "Go out and stand before YHVH
on the mount."  YHVH passed by.  A great mighty 
wind split mountains and shattered rocks before 
YHVH, but YHVH was not in the wind.  After the 
wind, an earthquake, but YHVH was not in the 
earthquake.  After the earthquake, a fire, but YHVH 
was not in the fire.  After the fire, a still small voice.

Psalms 62:6
 נַפְשִׁ֑יI֣SמִּיאQַ֣ לֵ֭אOהִים 

כִּֽי־מִ֝מֶּ֗נUּ תִּקְוָתִֽי׃
So be still in God, O my soul:
my hope is from God.

Psalms 37:7
לַיהוwwה֮ וְהִתְחI֢לֵֽ֫ל לI֥ אַל־תִּ֭תְחַר I֤Sם

Cְמַצְלִ֣יחַ SַרְכCְ Iּ֑֝אִ֗ישׁ עֹשֶׂ֥ה מְזִמIּֽת׃ 
Be still and self-restrain for YHVH.  Be not vexed 
that one prosperous on their path by scheming. 

Lamentations 3:26-28
 לִתְשUׁעַ֖ת יהוwwה׃ וְדUמָ֔םטI֤ב וְיָחִיל֙ 

יֵשֵׁ֤ב Cָדָד֙ וְיSִֹ֔ם כִּ֥י נָטַ֖ל עָלָֽיו׃ 
It is good to wait stilled until YHVH's salvation. 
Sit alone and be stilled, as [God] has laid it.
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ego-control
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Leonard Cohen: “Breaking is how the light gets in.”
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