Soul Spa 27 - P. Tazria

S l'_] A . April 13, 2024
|r Ml 5 Nisan 5784

"M NPN T2 Barukh Atah Adonai Blessed are You, YHVH,
DN 72N WNON Eloheinu melekh ha-olam our God, eternal sovereign, who
POINDA NYTP WN  asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav ~ sanctifies us in God's connecting

PioY2 MY v’tzivanu la’asok command to busy ourselves
N7 b’divrei Torah. in words of Torah.
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Leviticus 11:1-8

1-2. YHVH spoke to Moshe and Aharon, saying: One
who has on the skin of the body a rising swell, rashy
scab, or bright discoloration on the skin of the body
that is an affliction like tzora’at, will be brought to
Aharon the kohen or to one of his sons, the kohanim.

3-4. The kohen will look at the affliction on the skin of
the body. If hair in the affected patch turns white and
the affliction is deeper than the skin of the body; it is
an affliction of tzora’at. When the kohen sees it, he
will tamei the person. But if it is a white discoloration
on the skin of the body not appearing deeper than
the skin and the hair in it has not turned white, the

kohen will isolate the afflicted person for seven days.
PHYSICAL

5-6. The kohen will look at it again. If the affliction MANIFESTATION
stands unchanged and has not spread on the skin, %ﬁ%ﬁlgﬁ% AL
the kohen will isolate that person for another seven [\ rospECTION
days. On the seventh day the kohen again will look:

if the affliction faded and has not spread on the skin,

the kohen will tahor the person. It is [just] a rash: after

washing those clothes, that person will be tahor. 11 a 1 as

“out of control”

7-8. But if the rash spread on the skin after the

set apart NNV \D2D-ON INNID N person was seen by the kohen and pronounced tahor,
YD NN ADN-ON MY XM that person again will be seen by the kohen. If the
NPV 7Y NNAYHD NNW MM kohen sees that the rash spread on the skin, the kohen
N YW 00 will tamei that person — it is tzora’at.
* Torah doesn’t say how we “get” tzora’at (this comes ... later)
P Pshat | ¢ Kohen makes the “decision” — physical or spiritual?
= (\Jwg) * Spiritual contagion? TUM’AH NEEDS TO BE ISOLATED FOR COMMUNITY SAKE?
* Seven days of isolation —> set aside “for” introspection? spiritual
R | Remez | * Separation from community.
(y) | * Both isolation and “these people” looking at me — both individual and communal
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STIGMA?

(or not?) * Ew. Don’t want to read this — must read this. Physical revulsion.  Being PEERED AT —
D Drash | « Imperfection inherent in the human experience (illness, etc.) invasive, or keying up
= | (v97) | * Compassionate — time to isolate, consider; time off from work personal introspection?

* Question: What did we do to “deserve” this?

* Other than “YHVH spoke...” — God seems absent here
S Sod » Maybe this actually isn’t spiritual: it just *is* — Kohen as expert, something to structuie
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• Torah doesn’t say how we “get” tzora’at (this comes … later)
• Kohen makes the “decision” – physical or spiritual?

David Evan Markus
• Ew.  Don’t want to read this – must read this.  Physical revulsion.
• Imperfection inherent in the human experience (illness, etc.)
• Compassionate – time to isolate, consider; time off from work
• Question: What did we do to “deserve” this?
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• Seven days of isolation —> set aside “for” introspection? spiritual
• Separation from community.
• Both isolation and “these people” looking at me – both individual and communal
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David Evan Markus
Someone
made an 
example of?

“Bad” behavior
as example…

David Evan Markus
SHAME OR
STIGMA?
(or not?)

David Evan Markus
• Other than “YHVH spoke…” – God seems absent here
• Maybe this actually isn’t spiritual: it just *is* – Kohen as expert, something to structure
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• Spiritual contagion? TUM’AH NEEDS TO BE ISOLATED FOR COMMUNITY SAKE?
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WHY IS THIS HERE? WHAT IS THIS? WHY NOW?
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Rashi, Lev. 11:2

[Will be brought] to Aharon — It is a scriptural decree
that the tum’ah of an affliction, and [making] taharah,
are made only by the pronouncement of the kohen.

Ibn Ezra, Lev. 11:2

Will be brought — By one's consent or not, as one who
sees one of these signs will force [the afflicted] to go.

Leviticus 11:2

One who has on the skin of the body a rising swell,
rashy scab, or bright discoloration on the skin of the
body that is an affliction like tzora’at will be brought
to Aharon the kohen or to one of his sons, the kohanim.

YN nega v, ("touch") affliction
Arabic a5 najada cause an effect
Aramaic yy)  n'ga be struck by

Iy tzora'at yA.x. ("spread") leprosy(?) <<humble>>
Arabic ¢ )~ tsara3a throw to ground { humiliate

Aramaic Ny ‘arita
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wasp /hornet * swarm * accident

Exodus 11:1

YHVH said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague
on Pharaoh and on Egypt; after that he will send you
out from here. When he sends you out, he will drive
you out of here one and all.

Numbers 12:1-14

Miriam and Aharon spoke against Moshe because of
the Kushite woman he married.... They said, "Does
God speak only by Moshe, and not also by us?" God
heard it. The man Moshe was very humble, more
than anyone on earth. God suddenly spoke to Moshe,
Aharon and Miriam: "You three! Come to the Tent of
Witnessing." The[y] came out. God descended in a
pillar of cloud to the opening of the Tent, and called
Aharon and Miriam. They came forward. God said,
"Hear My words. To a prophet of God among you, I
make Myself known in a vision and speak to them in
a dream. Not so with Moshe My servant, the faithful
in all My house. With him I speak mouth to mouth,
not in parable but clearly: he beholds the divine
image. So why were you unafraid to speak against
Moshe My servant?" ... As the cloud turned from the
Tent, Miriam had tzora’at like snow. Aharon faced to
Miriam: she had tzora’at. [He] said to Moshe, "My
lord, do not lay sin on us, though we acted as fools
and sinners. Let her not be as if dead, whose flesh is
half consumed exiting the mother's womb. Moshe
cried out to God, "El Na R’fa Na Lah!"
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Leviticus 13:44-46

A person with tzora'at iS'tainei, is'taniei. The kohen
will tamei them on the head of his affliction.

duplication = emphasis, layering

The clothes of the person with tzora’at will be torn,
the head made faru’a, and the upper lip covered.
And the person will call out, Tamei! Tamei!

The afflicted person will be tamei for all days that
[tzora’at] is present. Being tamei, that person will

jayin dwell alone - in a dwelling outside the camp.
y9  faru'a v.A.9. bared, unrestrained ® wild e lead
Arabic g§R  fara3a overtop
Rashi, Lev. 13:45
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And the person will call out, Tamei! Tamei! — One
must proclaim that one is famei, so that people may
keep away from them.

Sifra, Tazria 12.2

A person with tzora'at is tamei, is tamei. The kohen
will tamei them — We learn that one's tum’ah is made
by a kohen. The first tamei is for the affliction itself.
The [second] is for afflictions via the kohen's [telling].

B.T. Hullin 77b-78a

It is taught, if a tree sheds its fruit early, paint it red
and load it with stones. [Though it's an idolatrous
practice] it is permitted ... so its strength will lessen
[because stones weaken the tree during blossoming,
reducing the number of blossoms that it needs to
nourish]. So why also paint it red? So people would
see it and pray for it, as in (Lev. 13:45), “The afflicted
person will call out: Tamei! Tamei!" — announcing
it to the masses, so the masses will pray for mercy on
their behalf. So too one to whom any unfortunate
matter happens must announce it to the masses, and
then the masses can pray for mercy on their behalf.

"A Missing Friend is a Holy Cue"
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Isaiah 38:1-5, 9-17

In those days [King] Hezekiah fell mortally ill. The
prophet Isaiah son of Amotz came to him, and said
to him, "So says YHVH: command your house [to
order your affairs], for you will die and not live."
Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to
YHVH.
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He said, "Please YHVH, please remember how I
walked before You in truth and with a full heart, and
did what is good in Your eyes," and Hezekiah wept
greatly. Then the word of YHVH came to Isaiah
saying, "Go and say to Hezekiah: So said YHVH,
God of David your father, I heard your prayer and
saw your tears. Behold, I will add fifteen years to
your days...."

The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah in his illness
and recovery: "I said in the noon of my days, I will
go to Sheol's gates, my remaining years counted for
me. Isaid, I will not see YHVH. I will not gaze on
YHVH in the land of living. I will not again behold
humanity residing in the world. My dwelling is
plucked up, taken from me as a shepherd’s tent; I
rolled up my life like a weaver. God cuts me off from
the loom; from day to night You make an end of me.
I wait for morning as a lion, even so God breaks all
my bones: from day to night You make an end of me.
1 chirp like a crane or swallow; I moan like a dove;
my eyes fail with looking upward. Lord, I am
oppressed: be my security. What shall I say? God
both spoke to me and did [this]; I will walk softly all
my years in my soul's bitterness. Lord, all live by
these things, and in all these things is my spirit's life;
so will You recover me and make me live. Behold, in
peace I had bitterness, but in love for my soul You
saved it from destruction.”

Gen. Rabbah 65:9

Hezekiah said to [God], "It isn't good for people to
enjoy constant good health until they die. This way
they'll never think of repentance. But if they fall sick
and recover, they'll come to repent their sins." God
said to him, "This is a good idea. I'll start with you."

Deut. Rabbah 8:1

Prayer is paramount before God: so too with
Hezekiah the Prophet. When God said to him (Isaiah
38:1), "Set your house in order, for you will die,"
immediately (Isaiah 38:2) "Hezekiah turned his face
to the wall." Then God said to him (Isaiah 38:5), "I
have heard your prayer ... I will add fifteen years to
your days." So it is written (Psalm 145:19), "[God]
will fulfill the desire of those who have awe of God /
[God] will hear their cries and save them."




