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R. Mike Moskowitz — “Justice isn’t just us.”
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Barukh Atah Adonai
Eloheinu melekh ha-olam
asher kidshanu b’mitzovotav

v'tzivanu la’asok b’divrei
Torah.
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Soul Spa —P. Noah
October 21, 2023
6 Heshvan 5784

Blessed are You, YHVH,
our God, eternal sovereign, who
sanctifies us in God's connecting
command to busy ourselves in
words of Torah.

Genesis 6:9-19

9-10. These are Noah's generations: Noah was a
justman, perfectin his generations: Noah walked

with God. [He] had three sons: Shem, Ham, Yafet.
bring God in: is do_d_imperfect‘?

11-12. The earth was corrupt|before God, and the
CatSvESHlSANEEINEGISHge. (:od looked on the

earth and, lo, it was corrupt for all flesh corrupted
its way upon the earth.

why repetition?
13-14. God said to Noah: "The end of all flesh has
come before Me, for by them the CaililIEANEEH
{BIEHEe. Lo, I will destroy them with the earth.
Make an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the
ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch.

15-16. "And this is how you will make it. The
length of the ark will be 300 cubits, its breadth 50
cubits, and its height 30 cubits. Make a kylight
in the ark, and finish [the ark] one cubit above.
Set a door on its side. With lower, second, and
third floors will you make it.

17-18. "Lo, I am bringing a flood of water on earth
to destroy all flesh: all breath of life under heaven
and on earth will die. But with you I'll establish
My covenant: you will come into the ark — you,
your sons, your wife and your sons' wives.

19, 22. "And of all life, of all flesh, two of each will
come into the ark to stay alive with you — male

Destroy by : . . T ; . " :
water: NYY 12 DNON NN MY WK 599 M and female they will be." ... Noah so did: as God
commanded, so did [Noah] do.
> emotion » What are “violence” and “corruption”
. ° (134 b5 l) [13 M - 5 : "74?
> flow Pshat Literal What7doe.s Just mean? Perfect in his generations™?
> water . olai » What’s with a skylight? Covered, or not covered?
pre-existed (\st) Surface piain * What does it mean “before” God? < ALL flesh, except NOAH +
>
Remez Implication e Torah implies different meaning for repetition of phrase
EAS i ; . > poi thing el i .
(tD'\) pointer hint All flesh > points to something else going on
Drash D T « If Noah’s so perfect, what’s with the drunkenness? leaving others
Dras ‘ F_-'SCI‘IPt}On * Should Noah have challenged God’s limited instruction
(v7) inquire * midrash » Theology of creation and destruction ¢ Light = “good” (Gen. 1)
+ WHY DID GOD DESTROY WIATH WATER
Sod S t * Numerological meanings of 300+50+30+1 /1, 2, 3 floor
= ! ecre ) * Skylight = light = penetrating darkness
(mo) theolog ical, my stical » Something is worth preserving amidst the awful.. ., else God wou

are violence and corruption an unfinishing of creation (chaos), or God’s imperfection

Violence
embedded in
Torah >>
anger and our
emotions about
that

morality
of justice?

d’ve destroyed


https://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/noach-20231021
David Evan Markus
• Numerological meanings of 300+50+30+1 / 1, 2, 3 floor
• Skylight = light = penetrating darkness
• Something is worth preserving amidst the awful…, else God would’ve destroyed
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• What does “just” mean? “Perfect in his generations”?
• What’s with a skylight?  Covered, or not covered?
• What does it mean “before” God?   • ALL flesh, except NOAH + 2 + …

David Evan Markus
• If Noah’s so perfect, what’s with the drunkenness? leaving others?
• Should Noah have challenged God’s limited instruction
• Theology of creation and destruction  • Light = “good” (Gen. 1) 
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• Torah implies different meaning for repetition of phrase
• All flesh > points to something else going on.
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bring God in: is God imperfect?
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are violence and corruption an unfinishing of creation (chaos), or God’s imperfection
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morality of justice?
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corruption ≠
violence:
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• What are “violence” and “corruption”
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is God
evolving?
• 1st creation / 
2nd creation
• different names
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• WHY DID GOD DESTROY WITH WATER
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I. HOW RIGHTEOUS WAS NOAH?
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relative or absolute morality
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Rashi, Gen. 6:9

Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations
— Some of our rabbis explain [this phrase] to his
credit: he was righteous even in his generation.
Had he lived in a righteous [rather than corrupt]
generation, he would have been even more
righteous. Others explain it to his discredit: only
compared to his own [corrupt] generation was he
righteous. Had he lived in Avraham's generation,
he would not be considered important at all.

Genesis 18:20-26

YHVH said: “The rage of Sodom and Gomorrah is
so great, and their sin so gravel...." Avraham came
and said, “Will You [kill] the innocent with the
guilty? What if there are 50 innocents in the city:
would You wipe out the place and not forgive it
for the sake of the 50 innocents? Far be it from
You to do such a thing, to bring death on the
innocent with the guilty, so innocent and guilty
fare alike. Far be it from You! Must not the Judge
of all the earth deal justly?” YHVH said, “If I find
in Sodom 50 innocents, I will forgive the whole
place for their sake.”

Kedushat Levi, Noah 1

Levi Yitzhak of Berditchev (d.1809, Ukraine)
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These are Noah's generations. There are two kinds
of righteous people, both serving the Creator. The
first kind of righteous serves God with great
passion, but only as an individual — not bringing
sinners around to serve God. The second kind of
righteous serves God not only oneself but also as
an instrument to return sinners to their Creator,
like Avraham converting [pagans to monotheism].
As Isaac Luria taught, Noah was punished for not
correcting the [sinners] of his generation: he had
to teincarnate as Moshe, and Moshe had to repair

.JPPn R nwm nwna 53930 Twm  [What Noah left undone]...

NOAH ——> MOSES

en instructions by God; kept getting thwarfed (f)y God?)

* Tasked beyond (human) capacity — can’t isn’t letting us off-the-hook
* Surrounded by corrupt people

* THE ARK that SAVES

* Imperfegfion - didn’t aali‘ l'g way completely
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xodus

A Levite man went and [married] a Levite woman.
The woman conceived and bore a son, and when
she saw how beautiful he was, she hid him for
three months. When she could no longer hide him,
she took a wicker basket for him and caulked it
with bitumen and pitch. She put the child into her
and put it among reeds by the bank of the Nile.

WHAT SPIRITUAL CURRICULUM ARISES FROM YOU IN WHAT’S HAPPENING
TOYOU « TO US « TO THE COMMUNITY « TO THE WORLD - ...
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• Given instructions by God; kept getting thwarted (by God?)
• Tasked beyond (human) capacity – can’t isn’t letting us off-the-hook
• Surrounded by corrupt people        • THE ARK that SAVES
• Imperfection - didn’t make his way completely
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Zohar 1:67b (Noah 25:180-181)
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Come and see: What is the difference between
Moshe and other people? When the Holy Blessed
One said to Moshe [at the Golden Calf] (Ex. 32:10),
"Leave Me alone... and I will make you a great
nation," Moshe immediately asked, "How can I
abandon Israel and not ask mercy for them? The
world would say that I killed Israel, and that I did
the same as Noah did before me. Noah did
not plea for mercy on the world's behalf, and they
all perished, because the Holy Blessed One told
him that the ark would save him and his children,
asin ... (Gen. 6:17-18), "Lo, I am bringing a flood of
water on earth to destroy all flesh... But with you
I'll establish My covenant: you will come into the
ark." Because Noah did not plea for [humanity],
the flood is named for him, as in (Isaiah 54:9): "For
this is as the waters of Noah to Me, as I swore that
the waters of Noah will not again cover the earth."

II. WHAT'S WITH GOD NEEDING AN ARK?
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Genesis 6:14

14. Make an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in
the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch.

redemption? = but everyone else is going to drown!
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Rashi, Gen. 6:14

Make an ark — [God] had many ways to save
[Noah], so why burden Noah [to build an ark]?
So people of the Flood generation might see him
busy with it for 120 years and ask him, “What's
this to you?" — and [Noah] might answer them,
“The Holy Blessed One will bring a flood on the
world” — and maybe they would do teshuvah.

Hizkuni, Gen. 6:14

Hezekiah ben Manoah (d. 1310, France)
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Make an ark — Rashi comments, "God had many
ways to save [Noah]" through "maybe they would
repent." Yet everything is revealed before [God,
and thus that humanity] wouldn't do teshuvah.
Rather, Rashi interpreted that [God's directive to
build an ark] was for the middah of rahamim that
kept asking compassion on [the people]. Rashi
commented similarly about the first non-flooding
rains: it was revealed [to God] that [humanity]
would not [do teshuvah], so it was only to quiet
the middah of rahamim that kept intercessing to
God about humanity's merits before the waters,
so that the middah of rahamim would see that they
would not do teshuvah.
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B.T. Sanhedrin 108a-b
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Rabbis taught: The Flood generation was sinful
only due to the excess good that God bestowed on
them... causing them to say to God (Job 21:14-15),
"Leave us alone. We do not need to learn Your
ways. What is the Almighty that we should serve
God? What benefit that we pray to God?" Do we
need God for anything, even rain? We have rivers
and springs to supply water. So God said, "They
anger Me with the very goodness I bestowed on
them, and with it I will judge them, as it is said
(Gen. 6:17), "Behold, I am bringing a flood of
water on the earth to destroy all flesh."...

WHAT'S WITH THE SKYLIGHT?
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Genesis 6:16

16. Make a skylight in the ark, and finish [the ark]
one cubit above. Set a door on its side. With
lower, second, and third floors will you make it.

Rashi, Gen. 6:16

Skylight — Some say a window, others say it was a
precious stone that gave them light.

Bereishit Rabbah 31:11
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R. Abba bar Kahana said: It was a window. R.
Levi said: It was a precious stone. R. Pinhas said
in the name of R. Levi: All 12 months that Noah
was in the ark, he needed neither sunlight during
the day nor moonlight by night. Rather, he had a
precious stone that he had suspended [from the
roof]. When it was dim, he knew that it was day,
and when it shined he knew that it was night.

Radak, Gen. 6:16

R. David Kimhi (d.1235, France)
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Skylight - Derived from "noon," meaning that
Noah make a window in the ark to let in noonday
light after the rain stopped, while water levels
gradually subsided, as in (Gen. 8:6-7), "At the end
of 40 days, Noah opened the window of the ark
he made and sent out the raven; it went to and
fro until the waters had dried up from the earth."

Besh''t on Noah 15 * Degel Mahaneh Efraim, Noah 5

R. Moshe Hayim Efraim (d. 1800, Ukraine) (grandson of the Ba’al Shem Tov)
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“Ark” means “word”; “Noah’s ark” is words and
utterances of prayer and Torah; and “make a
skylight for the ark” is for the holy words needed
to illuminate, which are like a skylight — that is, to
pray and learn in joy, [fuller] life and passion.



