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Blessing Before Learning

Barukh Atah Adonai
eloheinu melekh ha'olam
asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu
la'asok b'divrei Torah.

Blessed are You, YHVH our God, sovereign of the world, who made us holy in
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with? shekhinah?

physical transformation “for”” Pharaoh,

not “for” himself.

mmand, and co
ie in ordef to transform

* Spiritual survival / challenge via physical and emotional
- BOTTOM-UP: ALWAYS ALIGNS WITH HANUKK A eResis 41:1-16

m>anded us to busy ourselves in words of Torah.

Two sets of two sevens = more indications of
divine / transcendent sourcing?

1-4. After the end of two years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was

standing by the Nile. From the Nile there came up §éven cows, . s
handsome and sturdy, and they grazed in the reed grass. But 54 pews,
presently, §éven other cows came up from the Nile close behind ; i this
them, ugly and gaunt, and stood beside the cows on the bank of {rjumph?
the Nile; and the ugly gaunt cows ate up the seven handsome

sturdy cows. And Pharaoh awoke. What’s with the cannibalistic cows?
What’s with the grain with mouths?

5-9. He fell asleep and dreamed a second time: Sévén ears of

grain, solid and healthy, grew on a single stalk. Then after them

sprouted §éven ears, thin and scorched by the CaSiNSing e also how the
thin ears swallowed the seven solid and full ears. Pharaoh  Reed Sea split
awoke: it was a dream! In the morning, his spirit was agitated,

and he sent for all the GiagiSIaNEPRES® of Egypt and all her  could nobody
sages; interpret, or
themufomRiaaoh. The chief cupbearer then spoke up and said were they

afraid to give

to Pharaoh, “I mul¥t make mention today of my offenses.
“bad news”?

magicians couldn’t deal with the plagues, either
10-12. “Pharaoh was angry with his servants, and placed me in
custody in the prefect’s house, together with the chief baker. We
had dreams the same night, he and I, each of us a dream with its
own meaning. A Hebrew youth was there with us, a servant of
the prefect; when we told him our dreams, he interpreted them
for us, telling each the meaning of his dream.

13-16. “As he interpreted for us, so it came to pass: I was
restored to my post, and the other was impaled.” Pharaoh sent
for Yosef, and he was rushed from the dungeon. He had hremm ds of the
hair cut and ciangealNsSIEIoNEs, and he appeared before con t of manv colors
Pharaoh. Pharaoh said to Yosef, “I have had a dream, but n. Y
one can interpret it. Now I have heard it said of you that for you
to hear a dream is to tell its meaning.” Yosef answered Pharaoh,
saying, “Not I! God will answer [with] Pharaoh’s shalom.”

Need Pharaoh recognize divinity? the God of Israel?

Yosef is “just the translator.” — God, not me.
Yosef underwent transformation - not so narcissistic; more humble.
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THE ABSENCE SPEAKS...
Ellen Frankel, The Five Books of Miriam

BERURIAH THE SCHOLAR EXPLAINS: The story of Joseph is the most
elaborate narrative in the Torah, spanning four parshiyot, more than the stories of any
of the patriarchs or matriarchs. And yet women are virtually absent from the tale.
This is a tale of brothers, of patriarchy, of male power relations. Except for the
narrative detour of {]udah and T gmar... . and the brief incident involving Potiphar’s

few w
wife, women play no active role in the story. also from'a few weeks ago

MIRIAM THE PROPHET PROCLAIMS: Like the ancient Rabbis, we need to
imagine lives for the many women who must have been involved in this drama: the
brothers” wives, left behind to fend for themselves while their husbands go down to
Egypt; the many maidservants who prepare for the journeys, tend Pharaoh’s court,
weave and cook, nurse and wipe bottoms, sing lullabies and keen at funerals.
Indeed, a whole world of women contributes, albeit behind the scenes, to this

drama. We owe it to them to serve as archaeologists and imaginers of their lives.
women behind the scenes.

Where are the women in the divinity story?  AND SO DO THE DREAMS(?) psychological?
. neurobiological?
Women of Reform Judaism spiritual? / divine?

[The] biblical text describes an experience common to all human beings:
imagery-rich dreams that both intrigue and frighten the dreamer. Who determines
what a dream “means”? What do differing dream ifitérpretations signify? How can
dream interpretation be used (and misused)? Which is more important — the dream
itself or its interpretation? How does the felationship between the dreamer and the
interpreter affect the dream’s interpretation? Is interpretation an entirely subjective
process? If not, what are the limits of a dream’s objective core or essence?

signs
meaning

Rashi, Gen 41:4

DRV 52 NDDY 10 .MI9INM  They ate — A sign that all the joy of plenty will be
AN MPANDIIVIVD - forgotten in the days of famine.

Sifrei Hakhamim, Gen. 41:4
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11129 KNOW 12D NINWY HYM days; (2) A sign that there will be food in the hunger days,
NI 210 1°0 N1 ayan dnva vonn which is a good sign. How do we know which? Rashi’s
- Y9 MOV NN NN YT ONINY  explanation is true, for we see that Yosef explained it so

C VAP IDIYN NAT NN Y9N N [(Gen. 41:28-30): “Pharach was shown what God is about
DIIRDI P AMN NS GOV NOTNI 4 4, Seven years of great abundance are coming in all
DY Y2Y NIN NYIO NN NN NYY .

'0190 YIN-592 DT Y1V MING the l'and of Egypt. After them Wlll come seven years Qf

NDYN 1D NN 2y 7w yaw mnp) famine, and all the abundance in the land of Egypt will be

[.o¥m \Navawn-9y forgotten”].
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Rashi, Gen. 41:5 (citing Gen. Rabbah 89:6)
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None could interpret [the dreams] to Pharaoh — There were
some who interpreted them, but not in reference to Pharaoh,
so he was unsatisfied with their explanation and so could
not accept them. They had said: “You will have seven
daughters and you will bury seven daughters.”

Sifrei Hakhamim, Gen. 41:5

He found no relief in their interpretations... But when Yosef
told him there would be a famine in the land, he was
relieved, saying this is why the Holy Blessed One showed it
to him — so he could prepare the country lest they die in the
famine. [Also] because kings” dreams are not private but
matters affecting the realm or the world.

Midrash Tanhuma Buber, Miketz 3:4
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From the Nile [came up seven cows... and they grazed among
the reed grass]. What is reed grass (y3nx)? When the good
years come, people become brothers (y'nx) to each other, but
when bad years come, people become aliens (9>1nx) to their
friends. So it says, “seven other [=alien] cows.” What are

aliens (ni7NN)? One group saw the other and turned their
faces from them. they turned away from each other = FAMINE
Turning back on ourselves?

Genesis Rabbah 89

We told him, and he interpreted for us. There was an incident
with a woman who came before R. Elazar. She said to him:
‘In my dream, I saw a ceiling beam of my house broken.” He
said to her: “You will bear a male child and he will live.” She
went, and so it was for her. She came another time to ask him.
She found his students there; their rabbi was not with them.
She said to them: “Where is your rabbi?” They said to her:
‘Tell us your inquiry and we will answer you.” She said to
them: ‘In my dream, I saw a ceiling beam of my house
broken.” They said to her: “You will bury your husband.’
When she left them, she began wailing. R. Elazar heard her
voice. He said to them: “‘What did you say to that woman?’
They said to him [what they told her]. He said to them: “You
eliminated a man. Is it not written (Gen. 41:13): “As he
interpreted to us, so it was”? ... R. Abahu said: The content
of dreams makes no difference: they do not ascend and they
do not descend.
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B.T. Berakhot 55b

R. Bizna bar Zavda said that R. Akiva said that R. Panda
said that R. Nahum said that R. Birim said in the name of
an elder R. Bena’a: There were 24 interpreters of dreams in
Jerusalem. Once I dreamed a dream and went to each of
them to interpret it. What one interpreted for me the other
did not interpret for me; even so, all of the interpretations
were realized in me, to fulfill what is stated: “All dreams
follow the [interpreter’s] mouth.”

Or HaHayyim on Gen. 41:15

Yosef answered Pharaoh, saying. [Yosef] answered the
idea that Yosef had only to hear a dream to interpret it.
“Not I!” Yosef corrects Pharaoh’s idea, explaining that
God brings dream interpretations via people, as we saw
when Yosef told the chief butler and chief baker (Gen.

men, “Tell me” in hope that an interpretation would be
brought [by God]. [Yosef] himself never claimed in
himself a unique ability to interpret dreams.

This is why [Yosef added], “God will answer.” It was
necessary [for Yosef] to add “[with Pharaoh’s] shalom”
so Pharaoh would not get prickly if the interpretation of
the dream were bad, for the answer was from God — so
[Pharaoh] should not get prickly because “the dreams
follow the [interpreter’s] mouth.” [Yosef] had reason to
say “[God will answer] with Pharaoh’s shalom”: the
king would be changed by this. Thus, any negative
[interpretation] would not come from him: so now he
said, “God will answer [with] Pharaoh’s shalom.”

Midrash Tanl Miketz 3:4
Not I! God will answer.... As [Yosef] sublimated greatness to

her master, the Holy Blessed One said: “Since you did not try
to exalt yourself, you will rise to greatness and sovereignty.

R. Jonathan Sacks

[L]eaders interpret other people’s dreams. They articulate the inchoate. They find a
way of expressing the hopes and fears of a generation. Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I have a
dream” speech was about taking the hopes of African-Americans and giving them wings.

It was not Joseph’s dreams that made him a leader; it was Pharaoh’s.

Our own dreams

give us direction; it is other people’s dreams that give us opportunity.

prophesy
40), “Arenotinterpretations fromGod?” He told those channeling
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R. Dr. Erin Leib Smokler

The real curse of the coming famine...would be the curse of forgetfulness, the
blinding of hopelessness. Seven full years of satiety will be obliterated in the
consciousness of the Egyptian people the very instant trouble hits. "\ 2 yawn Y11 89
NN 270 M9n--And [they] will not be able to tell that there was plenty in the land
because of that famine afterward."

Pain, alas, has a terribly sad way of erasing memory. Overwhelmed by present
suffering, one often forgets that it was once otherwise and that it might again be.
Countervailing experiences simply disappear. As Rashi points out, this is the dire,
decoded meaning of Pharaoh’s bovine nightmare of "oX Y8255 y113 XYY N329p YN NINIM
maap--[TThey were taken into their bellies and you could not tell that they had come into
their bellies" (Genesis 41:21). When circumstances feel hard enough, one can take in a
heavy dose of nourishment and still find oneself starving.

Joseph truly understood, through Pharaoh’s retelling of his dreams, what the
challenge of the Egyptian people would be, and he met it head on. He proposed a
preemptive strike, not only against famine, but against hopelessness itself. During the
seven years of plenty, he suggested, food should be collected and stored under Pharaoh’s
authority, not to be touched until such time as it is necessary. When the famine hits, there
will thereby be sustenance at the ready. Prepare for the crisis, and you will avoid it,
Joseph seems to indicate. Insist upon the solution even before the onset of the problem.
Most importantly, inject a reminder of past glory into present suffering and you will
safeguard rosy memory. You will recall what was, accept what is, and perhaps conjure
hope for what might yet be. Remnants of plenty will enable people to imagine its future
possibility...

Before the darkness even descends, he puts its end in place. He establishes a
“11p9,” a reserve of hope, to stave off the stings of starvation and to assure the people
that light and life will return, even when memory fades, even when it is hardest to see.

B.T. Berakhot 55b:7 - How to Sweeten a Bad Dream I
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said: One whose dream distresses the soul should go
and have it interpreted before three. Interpreted? Didn’t
R. Hisda say: A dream not interpreted is like a letter not
read [=better not to interpret a troubling dream]?
Rather, one should better it before three. Bring three
people and say to them: I saw a good dream. And they
should say: It is good, and let it be good, may God make
it good. May they decree on you from heaven seven
times that it will be good, and it will be good.

We can speak some parts of reality into being

Attitudinal shift, not just about dreams

Not un-reality, but attitude.
+ comfort, meaning-seeking
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Brakhot 55b:11 - How to Sweeten a Bad Dream II
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Ameimar and Mar Zutra and Rav Ashi were sitting
together. They said: Let each and every one of us say
something that the other has not heard. One of them
began and said: One who saw a dream and does not
know what he saw should stand before the priests when
they lift their hands during the Priestly Blessing and say
the following: “Master of the Universe, I am Yours and
my dreams are Yours, Iidfeamed adreamand I'donot

Not Knowing

know'whatitis. Whether I dreamed of myself, whether — humility

my friends dreamed of me or whether I dreamed of
others, if the dreams are good, strengthen them and
reinforce them like the dreams of Joseph. And if the
dreams require healing, heal them like the bitter waters
of Mara by Moses our teacher, and like Miriam from her
leprosy, and like Hezekiah from his illness, and like the
bitter waters of Jericho by Elisha. And just as You
transformed the curse of Balaam the wicked into a
blessing, so transform all of my dreams for me for the
best. And complete this prayer together with the priests
so the congregation responds amen both to the blessing
of the priests and to the individual request. And if one
is not able to recite this entire formula, one should say:
Majestic One on high, Who dwells in power, You are
peace and Your name is peace. May it be Your will that
You bestow upon us peace.”

Miketz: Dreams by Elizabeth Topper

When he awakes
from indelible dreams
he senses they are true:

the portent of importance

cannot be ignored.
Able to decipher

the auguries of others —
the lowly and the king,

he has learned he speaks the vision
of the One Who dreams us all.

this

is

a

very
long
liturgy


https://parashapoems.wordpress.com/2014/12/18/miketz-dreams/
David Evan Markus
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BONUS: ANOTHER MIKETZ POEM

Ledger of Joseph by Kevin Thomason

“...he left numbering; for it was without number.” Genesis 41:49

Forget how ears and kine were counted
to seven plenties and seven famines:
we always worry what might happen—
wind-raw stalks and pecks of drought,
a blackleg and a bloated herd.

What skill can solve a scry of dreams?
He couldn’t conjure from slain sheep,
augured no clutters of blackbirds.

The mean of true and false, he learned
was miracle. In ledgers dreamt,

he tallied pharaoh, god, and myth,
foretold how lack blooms the yields
abundance blinds us to. Remember,

his brothers bound the boy away.

He’d slept and seen their sheaves lain,
seen them dimmed among the splendor
of heaven. From the pit that gaped

his family’s lie, certain now the art

of being right, he summed the stars
until a figure took its shape.


https://32poems.com/poem/kevin-thomason-%E2%80%A2-ledger-joseph/

