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N0 NN TIN2 Barukh Atah Adonai Blessed are You, YHVH, our God,
D2IYN 7219 1NON eloheinu melekh ha'olam eternal sovereign, who sanctified us
PNIYNI NYTR IWN asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav in God’s mitzvot and commanded us
NN >7272 PIDYY 1M v'tzivanu la'asok b'divrei Torah.  to busy ourselves in words of Torah.

Kabbalah: drawing blessing down from “top” to “bottom”  Genesis 48:11-29, 49:22-26
... through Rachel/Yosef (Malkhut) = SHEKHINAH
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SNPBN 371957 DION-TIN DIV TN the two of them, Ephraim with his right hand, to Yisrael’s left, and
PRI IINNDYI NYIN-TIN INIYD Menasheh with his left hand, to Yisrael’s right, and brought them
PONR VP ONIYY  close to him. . . , _
Angel that Yaakov wrestled, and became Yisrael CONTINUING TROPE: Yitzhak::Yishmael, Ya’akov::Eisav, Yosef::Everyone Else
YNITOY DY IPNITIN ONIYY N2V 14-16.
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NN 2RI 32 DT PN DD Y Avraham and Yitzhak. May they teem gbtindantly on the earth.
. grandchildren of Rachel ‘/Dld Ephraim and %asﬂg Jusii’zbecon_le IST: eflslc%ld?en.. THNLORD'IS MY SHEPHERD (Ps. 23)
_ . - — . ... the first boys who don’t dust it up, battle, etc. o .,
9V 112271 PAN MY GBI N1 17-19. Yosef saw that his father placed his right hand on Ephraim’s
VARTT TRNY PPYA Y7 DR YRY - head; it was wrong in his eyes. He todk hi r’s hand to move it
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PNN DINY DT NIN~D)) OYH N2> too will become a people, and he toq will be great. Yet his younger
DYXND-NIR MDY VNNITIPYORD  brother will be greater than he; his gffspring will fill peoplgs.” ...
DIFFERENT SETTING = POETIC / PROPHETIC: TRANSFORM
NTYY NHNAPYOILY N9 9D N9 22-26. Yosef is a wild ass (\fcn!)cri ass by a spring, wild colts on a hill.

. . was ther¢ an archér epist et
ENINVILNYOY e Archers embittered an ouglﬁt him, shot at him and harried him.
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From the God of your father, Who helps you, and from Shg}i%
God will bless you with blessings of heaven above,
Atop blessings of the deep couching below,

Yosef intersex?
Divine feminine

.0 D>1Y 99 Blessings of breasts and womb.
131 1159279y 3123 PIAN N2 Blessings of your father surpassing even blessings of my parents,
oY%y Ny MINP-TY To the utmost bounds of the eternal hills.
901> YNIY 0D May they rest on the head of Yosef,
VNNV TPIRD On the brow of the elect of his brothers.

oh, so many images.
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THE BLESSING FOR EPHRAIM & MENASHEH
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Yosef is a wild ass,
wild ass by a spring
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May they teem
abundantly on the earth

"Jacob’s Blessing for Joseph" by Shoshannah Brombacher; pastel and ink on paper, 24 x 18 inches, 2008
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Steinsaltz, Gen. 48:16

The Messenger — A messenger of God, who redeemed me from
all harm and protected me until now, bless the lads, from the
power of God, its sender. The first blessing is: May my name
be called on them, these children, and the name of my fathers,
Avraham and Yitzhak. Before, hetadopted themrasthisiown
sons; now he adds that they will continue his and his fathers’
names. Just as his God guided him and his fathers all the

days of their lives, sortoo/God willlead his grandchildren.
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וַיִדְגוּ לָרוֹב בְּקֶרֶב הָאֲרֶץ.

May they teem
abundantly on the earth
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Yosef is a wild ass,
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Sforno, Gen. 48:16

The Messenger who redeemed me from all harm: Bless [the lads]!
[Yisrael] commanded the angel who redeemed [him] to bless
the lads if it was not suitable [for their angels] to bless them
from themselves [=their own merit].

HaK’tav V'HaKabbalah, Gen. 48:16
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May my name be called on them — So that all of the patriarchs
and their sons, and the sons of their sons, would be called by
the name [vrim [=Hebrews], for their origin was ever ha-nahar
[=across the river]. Yosef feared that they would be called
Egyptians, for they were born there. That is why [Yisrael]
blessed them to be called by the name [vrim, like the tribes
[=Ya’akov’s sons]. And to those who believe that Osnat,
Yosef’s wife, was daughter of Dinah, whom she bore to
Shekhem son of Hamor the Hivite,* there would be a great
defect in Menasheh and Ephraim such that some might
doubt their lineage if he included them among the tribes of
Israel. Therefore Ya’akov blessed them and called them by
“my name and the name of my fathers,” so they would be
counted as Ya’akov’s sons and not excluded from the tribes of
Israel, even if Osnat their mother was actually the daughter
of Potiphera.

*Genesis 41:45

Pharaoh called Yosef by the name Tzafnat-Pa'neiah [=revealer of
secrets] and gave him for wife Osnat daughter of Potiphera,
priest of On: thus Yosef emerged [as ruler of] the land of Egypt.

*Hizkuni, Gen. 41:45 ¢ Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer 38
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She was the daughter of [Bifi@ from Shekhem [who raped her]
and whom our patriarch Ya’akov’s children murdered. [After
the birth], Ya’akov placed a kamei’a [=charm] around her neck,
expelled her from his house, and hid her among cacti and
thornbush [=sneh], so when found she would be named @S
[="of thornbush”]. Gavitiel brought her to Egypt and presented
her to the @iill® of Potiphar, who raised her. When Yosef was
paraded after his rise to power, all the young (@igie® of Egypt
crowded around him to admire his beauty (Gen. 49:22),
throwing garlands at him. Osnat, who had no garlands, took
the kamei’a from around her neck and threw it to him. When
Yosef look at its inscription, he saw that she was the daughter of
his half sister [Dinah], and took her as his wife.

THE WOMEN MADE IT WORK
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THE BLESSING FOR YOSEF

Ellen Frankel, The Five Books of Miriam

BERURIAH THE SCHOLAR TEACHES: Jacob’s blessing of Joseph, Rachel’s
elder son, is brimming with female imagery. Joseph is associated with a spring, an
image frequently linked to Biblical women. God is characterized not only as powerful —
“the mighty one of Jacob,” Rock of Israel” ([Gen.] 49:24) — but also as caring — “the
shepherd,” “the God of your father who helps you” (49:24-25). And the blessings
promised to Joseph will emanate from many sources: “blessings of heaven above,
blessings of the deep that couches below, blessings of the breast and womb” (49:25).

THE RABBIS ADD: And so greatly does Jacob love Rachel that he blesses her son
Joseph as though he were only an appendage to her, saying, “Blessed be the breasts that
stckled youwand the womb fromwhich youcameforth.” Indeed, since everything
depended on Rachel, her descendants are called not only by her name but also by the
name of Joseph, her son; and by the name of her grandson Ephraim.

SARAH THE ANCIENT ONE REMARKS: Given how difficult it was for Rachel
to conceive, these final blessings are especially poignant.
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Ibn Ezra, Gen. 49:25

Blessings of the deep — Much as [a dying] Moshe said [in
blessing Yoset’s descendants (Deut. 33:13) “with excellence of
the land” [=masculine] and also “[the bounty of] the deep
[below],” which is feminine. So too (Ezek. 31:14), “The deep
made it grow.” Its meaning: Rain will fall on the land, and
springs and rivers will multiply from the deep, which are
(Gen. 45:8), “[the blessings] of the deep couching below.”

Sforno, Gen. 49:25

Blessings of breasts and womb — “Breasts” exemplify heaven[ly
blessing] and “womb” the earth[ly blessing]. Another thing;:
“blessings of breasts” so children should not thirst and die
for lack of milk; and “[blessings of the] womb” so the fetus
should not die. Here, “breasts” precede “womb”: though
[breasts] are not needed until after the baby is born, milk
comes in the mother’s breasts. But Hosea says (Hos. 9:14),
“Give them a miscarrying womb and shriveled breasts” in
that order [to lambast the people for disloyalty to God] - to
say that [God] should not let them procreate, and if they
procreate, they should not be able to nurse.
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Steinsaltz, Gen. 49:26

From the God of your father, and [God] will help you, and
from Shaddai God will bless you — God’s blessings will not
only save you in your difficult times [=the past], but will
continue to shower you and your descendants with shefa
[=flow] and success.

Rabbeinu Bahvah, Gen. 49:26

From the God of your father — Simply, God’s will to help you
will come to us, and from Shaddai — the One who greatly
suffices, who continues the stars — will come to you in the
blessing: blessings of heaven and blessings of the deep. So:

Blessings of breasts and womb — That is, blessings will come
to you like the blessings of your father and mother.... And so

from Kabbalah:
DIVINE “GENDER,” DIVINE QUALITIES

From the God of your father — "Father” is [God’s masculine
attribute] of nobility [flowing through] Ya’akov, that will
come to you as help after receiving shefa [£flow] from heaven
— a reminder that blessings are received from heaven. And
with Shaddai [God’s feminine attribute of nourishing] will
come blessings, which are the “déep couching below” (Gen.
49:26), which are “breasts” and “womb” — which [Onkelos]
translates as “blessing from your father and from your
mother,” like the matter of (Ex. 20:12), “Honor your father
and your mother. From this [comes] the secret: Father and
Mother correspond to [above and below].

10C

The Torah: A Women’s Commentary

“My parents’ blessings.” The blessing on Joseph, says Jacob, will surpass the
blessing he received from his own parents; that is to say, the blessing of Joseph will
surpass the promise to the patriarchs. Interestingly, Jacob does not use the Hebrew
word avot (“ancestors”) but horai — here translated as “my parents” — a term related

to pregnancy.

“Shaddai.” One of God’s names, often associated with fertility.

“Heaven above...deep...below.” The entire cosmos, from the heavens above to
the primeval waters below, participates in the blessing.

“Blessings of breasts and womb.” This unusual reference signals fertility.
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R. Irwin Keller, “Joseph’s Womb”

Does Jacob know something about Joseph’s gender or even Joseph’s physical
body that others don't know? Does Jacob know that there is some way in which
Joseph is a woman or like a woman? Does Jacob know that Joseph’s body is
non-conforming and that Joseph was forced (by him? by circumstance?) to live in a
gender that did not perfectly suit? And if so, might this be a prayer for wholeness?

Maybe Jacob’s blundering and backfiring attempt to accommodate Joseph'’s
unusual gender as a child by giving him the [fancy coat] is now getting its tikkun, its
correction. Jacob belatedly blesses Joseph in the name of Shaddai, the breast-
nurturing deity, so that Joseph might at last find fulfillment and freedom in the body
he was given; that Joseph may at last rest easy in “his” womanhood, or in his
more-than-just-manhood.

And presto, maybe the blessing comes true. In Genesis 50, we get a last look
at Joseph in old age. He has lived to be 110, and, in verse 23 we learn:

"Joseph lived to see children of the third generation of Ephraim, also the children of Makhir
son of Menasheh were born upon Joseph’s knees.

T om

Let us be strong, be strong,
and strengthen each other.

RN


https://evolve.reconstructingjudaism.org/josephs-womb-gender-complexity-in-the-story-of-joseph/
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R. Irwin Keller — May the Angel

Link to recording and sheet music.

Rabbi Yael Levy: A Blessing for the Turn of the Year & The Turn of the Scroll

As we begin [a new year]
The book of Beresheet comes to a close.

Jacob has died and the brothers are frightened that Joseph
Will now take his revenge.
They turn to him pleading.

With tears in his eyes, Joseph says to his brothers,

Do not be afraid.

Do not be afraid, I am not all-powerful.

Do not be afraid, our actions often generate results

That are different from what we intended.

Life unfolds in mystery.

And the Infinite Presence is always with us.

Joseph spoke these words with kindness, right to their hearts. (Genesis 50:19-21)

The first book of the Torah ends with a choice to turn toward love and healing.
And with a bow to the Infinite Mystery that is always present.

As we come to the end of this book of creation,

Beginning another turn of the year,

Let us remember that we are here together,

Beautiful and tender beings,

Doing our best to weave lives of goodness and blessing.

And let us ask for help from those with whom we share this journey:

Ancient ones and all of you yet to be born,

Trees, earth, waters and sky,

Creatures of land and seas and the heavens above,
Please share your wisdom with us.

Help us see the delicate harmony,

The intricate weaving,

The infinite interconnection of all life.

Help bow into the mystery

And rise together for healing and love.


https://www.irwinkeller.com/itzikswell/2020/1/6/may-the-angel-a-song-for-parashat-vayechi
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