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Blessed are You, YHVH, our God,
eternal sovereign, who sanctified us
PNINNA NYTP TUN asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav in God’s mitzvot and commanded us
117N 27272 PIDYY NN v'tzivanu la'asok b'divrei Torah.  to busy ourselves in words of Torah.
MORALITY DOES NOT COME FROM LAW: IT COMES FROM SOMETHING PRE-LAW

53 mitzvot out of 613 indentured servitude... criminal law... civil law... loans...

treatment of strangers... mixing milk and meat... prayer...
** Theory of commandedness: God as commander / law as manifestation of transcendent experience / relationship **
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Exodus 24:1-11 (We’re still at Sinai.)

1-2. And to Moshe [God] said, “AscendtorYHVH - you,
Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, and seventy from Israel’s elders —
and bow from afar. Moshewilliapptoach YHVH alone: others

will not approach, and the nation will not ascend with him.”
physical ascent?? spiritual ascent? something else?

3-4. Moshe went and told the nation all of YHVH’s words and
all of God’s rules; and all the nation answered withrone
voice, saying, “All the things that YHVH said, ienvillide'
Moshe wrote down all YHVH’s commands. He woke in th:

morning, built an altar at the base of the mountain, with

pillars for the @#@l¥® tribes of Israel.communal representation?
permanence in a temporary world?
who? huh?

offerings as quasi-Egyptian? foreign?
5-6. He sent boys of the Chillren of Israel to raise up offerings,
nd they made cow sh'lamim offerings to YHVH. Moses took
hylf of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he
sprinkled on the altar.

what is this?

7-8. Heitookithe'Bookof the'Covenant and read it in the ears o
the nation, and they said, “All the things that YHVH said, @@
wilhdoandsvenvilliliear.” Moshe took the blood and sprinkled
it on the nation saying, “Thisisitheibloodof the'covenant that

YHVH now cuts with you concerning all these things.”ﬁifse‘i?;ie

9-10. Moshe and Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, and seventy elders
of Israel ascended. Theysawithe:Godioflsrael and under His

feet was like the making bf biickiwonkiofisapphie, like the very

essence of sky for purity. \ yait what?

11. And against the leaders ofsthe Children of Israel, [God] did
notraiseathand: they'gazediatGod, and they ate and drank.

prophetic vision —> feed our “eyes” ?
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DO FIRST, HEAR LATER

Sforno, Ex. 24:7

NO2OD7 WYY YNVN NWY)  We will do and we will hear — “We will do” first by taking in

DYRYND D142 “7”73 ynvy [God’s] voice like servants serving their master, not expecting
L0179 92pY 777 Y NYY 290 NN

to receive a reward. either slave mentality... or out of goodness of heart
(i.e. do things from LOVE, not fear or for benefit)

Rashbam, Ex. 24:7

22TV NN DYV - YW DYV We will do and we will hear — “We will do” what God said

WNID TV ANY D YR D;” already; “we will hear” what God will command from here.
-B27P2) Ran) temporal: this, then that - i.e. revelation continues

Steinsaltz, Ex. 24:7

In addition to their expressed agreement to obey what God had already commanded,
they now declared their commitment to obey God’s future instructions. This
commitment included not only the actual fulfillment of God’s commands in practice

but also their internal acceptance of God’s will.  external action —> internal acceptance/becoming

Avivah Zornberg, Ex. 24:7

covenant = something more than promise. It’s a relationship of identity = KETUBAH
This covenant is not the 'ratification’ of a treaty whose terms are spelled out in some
detail, but a commitment to something beyond obedience.

Kehot Humash, Ex. 24:7

By saying “we will do” before “we will hear” they [implied] that they were prepared to
fulfill God’s will unconditionally — even before they knew what it was. When the
ministering angels heard this, they descended from heaven and placed two ethereal
crowns, woven out of the splendor of God’s presence, on the head of each Jew: one for

“we will do” and one for “we will hear.” ... ergo treat others that way!
.. ergo see that in everyone, reflecting back at us.

R. Nahman of Breslov, Likkutei Moharan 22:9:3

MINDI NN NN YRYN NYYY We will do and we will hear corresponds to hidden and

m‘:n NN NIN NYPYY 1IN revealed. “We will do” evokes the revealed — precepts that
TR 997 Tany M¥an 1070 each and every person can fulfill commensurate with one’s
NN YNV I 09Y DIpY > "y perso : ith ¢

292) NINY NN, NIINDI NN level. “We will hear” evokes the hidden — that which is

N no))  elevated and hidden from us.

R. Jonathan Sacks, Ex. 24:7

[It] means, “We will do and we will understand.” From this [our ancestors] derive[d]
the conclusion that we can only understand Judaism by doing it, by performing the
commands and living a Jewish life. In the beginning is the deed. Only then comes the
grasp, the insight, the comprehension.... The'onlyway tounderstand away of lifeiisito
take theriskof livingit: So: na’aseh v'nishmah, “We will do and eventually, through
extended practice and long exposure, we will understand.”
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LIKE THE MAKING OF BRICKWORK OF SAPPHIRE
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divinity uses suffering to call us

Rashi, Ex. 24:10

Like the making of brickwork of sapphire — This came to God
during the time of subjugation, to memorialize the woe of
Israel by which they were subjugated in making bricks.

redemptive? communitarian: lifeless>>life
suffering —> healing?

R. Akiva said, Pharaoh’s servants forced Israel to prepare a
double set of bricks, and refused to supply them straw to
reinforce them, so they had to forage in the fields. They
gathered straw full of thorns and thistles, which pierced the
skin of their feet, blood from their wounds mixing with the
clay. A pregnant Rachel, daughter of Metushelah's son, was
trampling clay with her husband, bloodied all over, until she
miscarried on the birthing stool (ya5n): the fetus emerged and
mixed into the clay [underfoot]. She wailed for her son: her
cry ascended to the throne of glory. [The archangel] Michael
descended, took him, brought him before the throne of glory,
turned him into a brick (n32%), and placed him under the
“feet” of the Holy Blessed One, as in “And under His feet
was like the making of brickwork of sapphire.” Meaning: a
brick [of sapphire (Heb. sapir) was made from the placenta

(Heb. shapir) of the birthing woman. THIS SPIRITUALITY IS NOT
BLIND TO SUFFERING, OR
SEPARATE FROM IT

Hizkuni, Ex. 24:10

Sforno, Ex. 24:10

Like the making of brickwork of sapphire — An essence,
transparent, devoid of all colors and permanent contor, so it
is almost completely abstract, capable of receiving them, like
the human soul’s white sapphire in [the level] of wisdom,
transparent to all knowledge and ready to receive them —in
my opinion.

Ezekiel 1 >> Ezekiel 1:22-23, 26

And the image above the heads of the creatures was an
expanse, like an awesome eye of ice spread over their heads.
Under the expanse, each had a pair of wings extended
toward the others, and each had another pair covering its
body.... And above the expanse over their heads was like the
appearance of a sapphire stone [as] an image of a throne, and
on the image of the throne was an imagelike the:appearance
of a person on it from above.


https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.1?lang=bi
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Ibn Ezra, Ex. 24:10

The reason for and like the essence of sky for purity under
the brickwork of sapphire was the expanse [itself], like the ice
of the firmament stretched over the heads of the animals
Ezekiel saw (Ezek. 1:22). Here it is written (Ex. 24:10),” They
saw the God of Israel,” and there it is written (Ezek. 10:20),
“This is the animal I saw under the God of Israel.” This is
mere brevity: the [animal] was under the firmament, which
was under the throne, all under the God of Glory.

Sefer HaBahir 96

The throne of the Holy Blessed One is precious stone like the
sea of hokhmah [=wisdom] corresponding to t’kheilet of tzitzit.
As R. Meir said: How is t'kheilet different from all other
colors? T’kheilet resembles the sea, and the sea resembles the
firmament, and the firmament resembles the throne of glory —
as it is said (Ex. 24:10), “They saw the God of Israel and
under His feet was like the making of brickwork of sapphire,
like the essence of sky in purity,” and it is said (Ezek. 1:26),
“Like the appearance of sapphire stone resembling a throne.”

Rabbeinu Bahya, Ex. 24:10

They saw the God of Israel — This refers to the kavod that, we
previously noted, is another name for Shekhinah. We know it
is impossible to experience a direct vision of the attribute of
God: God specifically told Moshe that no one can see God
and live (Ex. 33:20). This is the same kavod which the prophet
Ezekiel beheld in a vision (Ezek. 1:26) as an “appearance” of a
human being above the animals.

R. Jessica Kate Mever, “New Perspective, New Lens”

= brickwork of sapphire

A lot of people have lost a lot of sleep figuring out how to translate livnat hasapir.
Twelfth century commentator Ibn Ezra imagines it as a sculpted sapphire looking glass,
a prism through which all present see deeply, and experience prophecy.... I imagine
our 70 elders, and Aaron and Moshe, perhaps they too look up, lean their heads back,
and through the sapphire-tinted prism of livnat hasapir, an aspaklaria [=speculum],
glimpse further, with more depth, what they couldn’t see with their naked eye.

In our tradition, the aspaklaria is the lens through which we perceive Divine Presence,
through which we filter holiness in the world around us. According to [Talmud], a
select few see this world through an aspaklaria meira, an illuminated lens, while most of
us peer through a glass datkly, carrying an unlit lens, through which we perceive very

little on the other side.


https://hebrewcollege.edu/blog/new-perspective-new-lens/
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What lens are you carrying right now? Is it lit from within? Does it magnify depth and
texture, the kadosh-ness, holiness of the world around you?...

As we go out on this Shabbat Mishpatim, I bless us to carry two props in our hands,
borrowed from livnat hasapir: a bright clear lens, with which to perceive depth, texture,
holiness; and a transmutable brick, to remind us to turn mud and straw into sapphire.

BONUS MATERIALS

o Livnat Hasapir - 1901 n3aY - a setting of Ex. 24:10 by Nava Tehila

R. Pamela Gottfriend, Livnat HaSapir



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKX4I2F-T2c&t=1s
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PICNIC WITH GOD

Ibn Ezra, Ex. 24:11

And drank. In happiness. R. Yehudah HaLevi says that the
meaning of and ate is, they had to eat even though they
enjoyed the splendor of the Shekhinah. Scripture mentions
this because Moshe lived for forty days and forty nights
without eating and drinking, as is noted in the next parsha.

Hizkuni, Ex. 24:11

They ate and drank. In the manner of those who cut a
covenant and came joyously down from the mountain, who
ate the sh’lamim offerings that their youths had offered up.
This verse is here to honor Moshe, who did not need to eat
and drink while experiencing visions, because he received
[flow] from Shekhinah over the course of 40 days and nights
without eating or drinking, as has been explained.

Rabbeinu Bahva, Ex. 24:11

Rashi reads the words they gazed upon God and ate and drank
together, meaning that the two occurred simultaneously, that
they acted with coarse heart.

A Midrashic approach to they ate and drank (Vayikra Rabbah
20:10 on Acharei Mot): “Did they take cake along to Mount
Sinai?” R. Yochanan understands this via Proverbs 16:15: “in
the light of the King’s face there is life.” The vision they
experienced sustained them as if they had been refreshed by
food and drink. The meaning of Solomon’s words is that the
true food that sustains life is “God’s favor,” which Solomon
describes as “like the rain in the spring.” According to this
view the entire vision may be compared to food and drink of
a superior category. This was the true nutriment. It may also
be compared to what David had in mind in Psalms 63:6 when
he said: “I am sated as with a rich feast.” We have to contrast
physical food which though it sustains the body reaches us at
arm’s length, so to speak. God has to employ a number of
“transformers” in order for physical food to reach us.
Receiving Divine inspiration directly is a much more efficient
process, skips the intermediaries, and therefore is likely to
achieve more with less. This thought may be reflected in
Psalms 36:9-10: “they feast on the rich fare of Your House;
You let them drink at Your refreshing stream.”



