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Barukh Atah Adonai
eloheinu melekh ha'olam
asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav
v'tzivanu la'asok b'divrei Torah.

.. projection by Moshe because he grew up in a palace?

Shir
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February 21, 2026 * 4 Adar 5786

Blessed are You, YHVH, our God,
eternal sovereign, who sanctified us
in God’s mitzvot and commanded us

to busy ourselves in words of Torah.
SO much more detailed than anything that came before

.. God / spirituality is also in the details.
Exodus 25:1-22
i.e. give Me your finest and best?

1-7. YHVH spoke to Moshe saying: Tell the Children of Israel to

ive Me gifts: take (il from all who make their SEENSGEHINg.
And these are gifts you will take from them: gold, silver and
copper. And blue, purple and crimson [yarn], fine linen, goat hair,
tanned ram skins, dolphin skin and acacia wood. Oil for lighting,
spices for oil and aromatic incense. Lapis lazuli and preciqus, .« op

stones for the [kohen’s] setting, apron and breast piecexrrp wiTH A
WHERE DID WE GET ALL OF THIS STUFF? -- not Ikea. ~ §TARSHIP?

8-12. Theyawillmakesfore o mikdash - not for
@hem. In all I show you — the pattern of the Mishkan, and God, E‘“
pattern of all its vessels — so you will make it. Make an ark'of forus?
gopher wood two and a half cubits long, one and a half cubi
wide, and one and a half cubits high. Overlay it with pure go
inside and out, with a surrounding rim of gold around. Cast foY it
four gold rings, and put them on its four corners — two rings on
one side of it, and two rings on the other side of it.

precursor to Golden Calf > (1st and 2nd Commandment violations) > Repair?
13-17. Make poles of gopher wood and overlay them with gold.
Insert the poles into the rings on the side walls of the ark, for
carrying the ark. The poles shall remain in the rings of the ark:
they shall not be removed from it. Put in the Ark the Witnessing
¢%ind a half

that I will give you. Make a cover of pure gold, tw

cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. testimony
** SPACE IN BETWEEN =GENESIS

18-22. Make two k@fi#i@gii of gold — make them of hammered work
— at the two ends of the cover. Make one keruv at one end and the
other keruv at the other end; you will make the keruvim from one
piece with the cover at its two ends. The keruvim will be wings-
spread above, shielding the cover with their wings: they will face
each other, the faces of the keruvim turned toward the cover. Put
the cover atop the Ark, after putting in the Ark the Witnessing tha
Twill give you. {iucmemmilimalenviyseliowmonommewil
tell you — from above the cover, between the two keruvim atop ot
theskaofWitnessimg — a1l that I will command you about the

Children of Israel. Put the poles in the rings = keep moving
Go as a community — don’t leave it (anyone) behind
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AND I WILL DWELL AMONG THEM
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LOVE

Shemot Rabbah 33:3 PASSOVER

Take for Me gifts — "Open for me, my sister, my friend” (Song
5:2). How long must I travel without a home? So Torah says,
“Make for Me a mikdash” so that I need not be on the outside.

Rashi, Ex. 25:8

They will make for Me a mikdash — Let them make to the
glory of My Nameahouseof kedushal: One « YHVH « Truth * Love...

Ibn Ezra, Ex. 25:8

Let them make — It is called a mikdash since its existence is the
Mishkan of the Holy Name. Human agency —> realize collective goal
God can dwell THERE / HERE

Bamidbar Rabbah 12:3  Shekhinah needs us to build / be / do

When the Holy Blessed One said to [Moshe] (Ex. 25:8): “They
will make for Me a mikdash and I will dwell among them,”
Moshe said: "Who can make a Mishkan for God in which to
dwell in it? Behold (1 Kin. 8:27), “The heavens and heavens'
heaven cannot contain You,” and (Jer. 23:24), 'Do I not fill the
heavens and the earth?,” and (Is. 66:1) “The heavens are My
throne, the earth My footstool.”” The Holy Blessed One said:
"I do not ask according to My potential, but according to their
potential. When I want, the whole world cannot hold My
glory or just one of My suns. Rather, I ask of you [space you
make for Me] byryouriowivhands." ... Thus Moshe [called
God] (Ps. 91:1) the "One dwelling in the shelter of the Most
High." God dwells in the world’s concealment — seeing all,

yet unseen, yearning to rest in our shelter (Ps. 91:1); "In [that
shelter. God rests."  1zimtzum = divine contraction into bounded space

It’s hard to have a relationship with the Infinite.
Shemot Rabbah 33:1

A parable of a king who had a daughter. Another king came
to take her and go back to his land to marry her. The first
king told him, "My daughter, who I give to you, is my only
one. I can't bear to separate from her, but to tell you that you
can't take her also is impossible since she is to be your wife.
Rather, do me this favor: everywhere you go, make me a
small room so I can live with you, for I can't leave my
daughter." So said the Holy Blessed One to Israel: 'T gave you
Torah. I can't bear to separate from her, and to tell you not to
take her is also impossible. So everywhere you go, make Me
a house so I can live within it."
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Ellen Frankel, The Five Books of Miriam
Shekhinah needs us - and, in Her sense, ALL of us.

ESTHER THE HIDDEN ONE REVEALS: Shekhinah, the Holy-One-Who-Dwells-In-
This-World, represents the mystical Community of Israel. All Israel constitutes her
limbs. She is our intimate link with God-Who-Dwells-On-High and our companion as
we wander in exile. As it is written, “And let them make me a sanctuary that I may
dwell among them” (Ex. 25:8). Not “I will dwell below,” but among you: just as a
wanderer would. In other words, wherever Israel wanders, I will go with them and I
will dwell among them, but not in a permanent place.

The Kehot Chumash

So that I may dwell in their midst: Not “in its midst” but “in their midst”: God told us
to make a sanctuary so that He may dwell within us. There are three types of sanctuary
included in this commandment: the physical [Mishkan] that the Jews built in the desert;
the personal, inner sanctuary that each of us must construct out of our lives and our
sphere of influence in the world; and finally, the world at large, which we must
transform into God’s home.

In all three cases, the task is possible only because we are simply revealing the hidden,
true nature of reality. The world at large and everything in it exist only by virtue of the
Divine energy pulsing through them — and indeed are nothing more than Divine
energy that has assumed a material garb — so making the world into a place where
Divinity is revealed is simply a matter of removing the obstructions that becloud this
reality. Similarly, the essence of every one of us is our Divine soul, so making our lives
into a [Mishkan] is nothing more than allowing our inner essence to shine through the
excess material baggage we have accumulated during our journey through life...

THE KERUVIM

Exodus 25:18-19

NYPN INT 02173 DNV YY) Make two keruvim of gold — make them of hammered work
0220 MIP IR DN NYEN - _ 4t the two ends of the cover. Make one keruv at one end
NI NERR TR AT NP2 and the other k he other end; ill make th

n12210 19 N n¥pn Tnn-1moy  and the other keruw at the other end; you will make the

PNINP MY YY 0¥2n NNwYR  keruvim from one piece with the cover at its two ends.

Genesis 3:23-24

YIYT NN ONOR NN INNYN YHVH, God, sent [humanity] out of the Garden of Eden, to
{BYR NP2 WR MRTNRTIN TIVY ok the ground from which it was taken. Humanity was
DTIPN PRV OTIND N YN . :
VY NN D20-NX Yy-py  driven out, and east of the Garden of Eden were stationed
717NN VY noannnn aann  the keruvim and the fiery ever-turning sword, to guard the

:07DD XY way to the Tree of Life.

LIKE A BOY? LIKE A BIRD?
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Ellen Frankel, The Five Books of Miriam

OUR DAUGHTERS ASK: What exactly are these Cherubim? They sound suspiciously
similar to graven images, whose fashioning is forbidden in the Ten Commandments
that lie in the Ark right under their feet! ...

THE SAGES IN OUR OWN TIME EXPLAIN: In reality, the Israelite Cherubim were
modeled on the hybrid gods of their neighbors: the Egyptian sphinx, the winged
man-lion-god of Phoenicia, the winged bulls of Assyria and Babylonia.

THE RABBIS OBJECT: No, they were made according to God'’s precise instructions.
They were to be of hammered gold, “of one piece with the cover,” with “their wings
spread out above, shielding the cover with their wings.” (25:20) Rather than facing the
priest or turning heavenward, “They shall confront each other, the faces of the
Cherubim being turned toward the cover.” (25:20) ...

LILITH TEASES: In a culture so repelled by idolatry, how startling to find these graven
images inhabiting the innermost sanctum of holy space! And in a religion so hostile to
dualism, how intriguing to find two such images embracing each other to make up!

Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed 3:45

[Polytheists] built temples to stars and set up in those temples the image which they
agreed to worship, because it was in some relation to a certain star or a portion of one
of the spheres. Therefore we were commanded to build a Temple to the Name of God,
and to place therein the Ark with two E%tf)%ss of stone, on which there were written the
commandments "I am YHVH," etc., and "You will have no other God before me," etc.
Naturally the fundamental belief in prophecy precedes belief in [Torah], for without
belief in prophecy there can be no belief in [Torah] — but a prophet only receives divine
inspiration through an angel's agency, as in, "God's angel called" (Gen. 22:15), "God's
angel said to her" (Gen. 16:11), and other innumerable instances. Even Moses received
his first prophecy through an angel: "And an angel of God appeared to him in the
flame of fire" (Ex. 3:2). It is thus clear that belief in the existence of angels precedes
belief in prophecy, and the latter precedes belief in [Torah]....

From the preceding remarks it is clear that the belief in the existence of angels is
connected with belief in the Existence of God; and belief in God and angels leads to
belief in prophecy and [Torah's] truth. To firmly establish this creed, God commanded
[Israel] to make over the Ark the form of two angels. The belief in the existence of
angels is thus inculcated into the people, and this belief is in importance next to the
belief in God's existence; it leads us to believe in Prophecy and [Torah], and oppose
idolatry. Had there been just one figure of a k'ruv, the people would have been misled
and mistaken it for God's image that was to be worshipped, like the heathen; or they
might have assumed that the angel was also a deity, thus adopting a dualism. By
making two keruvim and distinctly declaring "YHVH is our God, YHVH is One," Moses
clearly proclaimed the theory of the existence of a number of angels: he left no room for
error in considering those figures as deities, since God is one in number and created the
angels, who are more than one.
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R. Lauren Grabelle Herman, “The Space In Between”

When we stray from the core principles of ”v’ahavtar%g;’%mglozé kamocha” “loving our
neighbor as ourselves” and “seeing everyone as b’tselem elohim” — the keruvim face
away from each other. What a powerful teaching that this is not just a literal turning
away from each other — but a spiritual one. God‘s'voice;, God's instruction cannot
penetrate between those whose back turns towards the other. It is as if that “negative
space” between people keeps the Divine from entering or even propels it back. ...
Taking the core idea of this teaching — that God speaks through the space between us
when we face each other and cannot be present as we turn away — how can we make
the Divine more manifest in our lives and in the world?

R. David Markus, “Keruvim in the Canon” (2015)

The first cherubic function, to safeguard Gan Eden from humanity seeking eternal life,
arose only after primordial humanity ate of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil,
and precisely as a direct consequence of that ostensible "infraction."... How redemptive
that keruvim, later adorning the Ark so God would speak from between their wings
and impart spiritual knowledge, first emerged as divine response to primordial
humanity obtaining knowledge ostensibly in opposition to God's command. The
symbolism of keruvim atop the Ark — now placed without n>9nnnn a7nn / constantly
turning sword — thus suggests that the way to Gan Eden may be closed to physical
approach but is open by means of God's revelation emerging between the wings...

WHAT DO WE KNOW, REALLY?
Exodus 25:22

YN INNONIAT BV 7oV There I will make Myself known to you, and I will tell you

_\&fgg:‘;ﬁ%g?;;{?ﬁ_\f%g — from above the cover, between the two keruvim atop of

(AN - ! . . .
T T o naton gnin  the Ark of Witnessing — all that I will command you about

the Children of Israel.

ifra, Vavikra Di I vah 2:12

123N 550 210 - I ONNRND - About the Tent of Witnessing — I might think [the Voice came]
PN DM YN NI TIN5 ]l the house as in (Ex. 25:22), “From above the cover.”

53V 131 MY TN 7795 If “from above the cover,” then it could be from above the

NN .NDPY 12T, 1ovaon  entire cover! Therefore it is [restrictively] written (Ex. 25:22),
YN NIN PRONW 1A Y 1 “From between the two keruvim.” Thoserarethewordsiof R

oY PVINI RIN111>I2TDY Akiva. R. Shimon b. Azzai said: I come not to dispute the
) 2 ;ﬁ;{’:‘ fo-??ﬁ%:,?ﬁ, words of the master, but to add to them. That great glory, of
e bNﬁYw’ W bman ann  Which it is written (Jer. 23:24), "Do I not fill heaven and
PAT 919235 21th T1oY .  €arth?! &=seehow God'slove of Israel wrought onthis glory!

Pan nMeon Yyn vatn nnd  TheEternalyasitwere; contracted Godself to'speak from

>IN IMINNDYT Y .0°0N MY gbovethecover betweenthetwo keruvim!RyDosasays:Itis

YN DTRD PINI XD O ININ NN

written (Ex. 33:20), "For none will see Me and live!”: in their
lives they do not see [God] (Ed. — Even the angelic beings
who bear the Throne of Glory do not behold the Glory.)

DN ONX DONNI -


https://rabbilauren.medium.com/the-space-in-between-the-cherubim-and-the-obligation-to-face-the-other-ec0769f3e4ad
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BONUS TEXTS:

Yehuda HaLevi (1075 —1141)

Where might I go to find you,
Exalted, Hidden One?

Yet where would I not go to find You,
Everpresent, Eternal One?



