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70> NN TIN2 Barukh Atah Adonai Blessed are You, YHVH, our God,
D2V 729 1PNON eloheinu melekh ha'olam eternal sovereign, who sanctified us
VPIYNINYIR IWUN asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav in God’s mitzvot and commanded us

:17IN 27272 PIDYY NN v'tzivanu la'asok b'divrei Torah.  to busy ourselves in words of Torah.

“To Make A Place for Torah”
(Na'ama Shaked, trans. Melila Hellner)

To make a place in my body for Torah
so that she may enter
and sit in me, a cave
And I will raise up a spring and a tree for her
from so much longing and sweetness so she will stay
And then, my two hands will be as two springs
My forehead will flow illuminating
A golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell
and a pomegranate (the most beautiful
words) come and open up in my mouth
A great river breathes in my insides
I am drawn forth weeping



Exodus 29:45-30:10

OONNDY DIYTY NN MY 45-47. [They will make] a regular i eternal, forever
_1‘)333\;’;”_:7‘;:\”0“?;‘ "';1’;;?;; 1”);’\3 @EREnations ot the opening of the|Tent of Witnessing|before generation to
31:133 \v‘tTpn Laaps 9ay  YHVH, wherg T will witness to you fand speak with you generation
'm:“; 1yin Snn-nnonwpy | there. Twill make Myself known there to the Children of
)2 NN PORNN) nawvan |Israel, and it will be sanctified by My glory. I will sanctify
)2 TIN2 7MY 9 1027 VIPR |the Tent of Witnessing and the altar, and I will sanctify
N g;:‘:z;:{ 22?;?:)’;1;?’_3: Aharon and his sons to kolen Me. GwilEwEl among the $HEKHINAH
31999 071%) YIND DIN va ¢io |Children of Israel, and I will be their God - and they will
T L opnYN .H.”Hﬂ’T’J?S b;'i'ng know that I am YHVH their God who brought them out of

What does it mean for Shekhinah / God  |the land of Egypt to [be] My dwelling —: Iam
to dwell in a literal place where most folks |YHVH their God.
can’t go —> kohanim to “spread it around”
Y¥Y NIOR AORN DA YY) 1-3. You will make an altar for burning incense: make it of
IR AR ANN NYIN DOV 5cacia wood. It will be a square one cubit long and one 4chitectural
TN 51;531 Vmﬁp NYEN mnp cu.blt.w1de, and two <.:ub1ts high —its hor.ns of one piece inlzlla}rtl:]y tg t
POYPR-IN NN inp any withit. Overlay it with pure gold [and] its top, its sides”r of the Lovenan
139 vy v p-nNy 12y [all] around, and its horns; make a gold molding for it [all]
:2102Y  around. =altar?

NNHN IPTNYYRANTNVAV NV 4-5. Make two gold rings for it under its molding; make

IV "5y NPYD PIYIY MY Sy 1N them on its two side walls, on opposite sides. They will
NRY9 D132 D132 M 1Y serve as holders for poles with which to carry it. Make the
D>TI0IN YUY ;PN INN , .

;213 DN 3:,,'331 powy >xy  poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold.
3.1.9 — 1.9
N NDIID I INNNNDY  6-8. Put it in front of the curtain that is over the Ark of the
TN 17021 397 NN 1INDY Witnessing, in front of the cover over the Witnessing where
Dm—]UDJ:) _;\‘;p-[}v .: f: z: :vfgvn: 3)\;‘ PE‘)’)' I will make known to you there. Aharon will incense-ify it
NNNTNN 11°0°N2 P31 ypaa  With aromatic incense each mormng by morning when he
"IN )INN YYD :NYPYR?  tends the lamps he will ince Aharon
MOR MPOR2023WN A NND  lights the lamps at twilight{he will incense-ify her
:DPMITZ NN 297 NN regular incense offering before

. . . prequel to Nadav and Avihu bringing “strange” incense
NV NN MOR PIYIOYNND  9-10. Domnotraise onit strangeincense, or a burnt offering

@891 19 0PN NO TN NI 5 5 grain offering, and do not pour a libation [offering] on

01N MY NNX PP IY IIN . . . ; cover
292> M)¥a NN G587 IRVN it. Once per year Aharon will kapes its horns with blood of S

NIN DOWTR-YTP 020TY 199y the kipputim sin offering; kaper will be performed on it once

nndy  pér year imthciNgenerations. 1t is HolypofHolies to healing of Shekhinah?

k-purim = like Purim? “YHVH.
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DIVINE AROMATHERAPY?

Steinsaltz, Ex. 30:7

Aharon will incense-ify with aromatic spices — When he
cleans out the lamps and the prior evening’s kindled wicks,
prepares new wicks and oil, and then will incense-ify her.

Kli Yakar on Ex. 30:1 an)
an
The living God commanded to make incense altar, which lifts

smoke and a pleasing aroma to God to atone for the human
spirit that also rises up like incense smoke, and [must be]
perfumed with the myrrh and frankincense of goodideeds
(Song of Songs 3:6). For instruction, God put in our hearts
(Ex. 30:36), “Grind fine some of the [incense spices],” alluding
to the soul that is the finest of the fine, which even so needs
atonement to elevate it to its source. The measurements of
this altar prove this point: “one cubit long and one cubit
wide” — single cubits to atone for the soul that is called
“unique.” Just as the Holy Blessed One is One, so is the soul
unique. “And two cubits in height” — for the human spirit
rises from its place [in body] to its place [supernally]. The
time of its incense-ing is morning and evening, for the soul
enters in the morning which is youth, the time of the rising of
her sun, and in the evening she returns to her Parent as in the
days of her youth. May her exit be like her entrance: without
sin. The incense comes when he cleans the lamps by the
morning, and in the evening when he lights the lamps. The
appearance of evening and morning is real, for it explains
(Prov. 20:27), “Thelamprof Godiis thethumansoul:” Morning
is the time to clean God’s lamp, the human soul, to improve
its deeds and cleanse itself of all rust and ash. And evening,
the time of one’s sunset, is the time of the soul’s ascent to her
source. Incense comes to atone for the soul so her departure
from the world may be without sin, just like its entrance.

The Women’s Torah Commentary

Incense altars were standard items in shrines in the ancient Near East, just as some
mechanism for freshening the air was part of every household. This completes the
sensory repertoire of ... the Tabernacle: sight, taste, sound, and now smell.
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Genesis 27:27

[Yitzhak] smelled [Ya’akov’s] clothes and blessed him,
saying, “The smell of my son is like the smell of the fields
that YHVH has blessed.”
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Rashi, Gen. 27:27
[Yitzhak] smelled — The scent of Eden entered with him.

Targum Yonatan, Gen. 27:27

[Yitzhak] smelled [Ya’akov’s] clothes and blessed him,
saying, “The smell of my son is like the smell of the fragrant
incense to be offered on the mountain of the house of the
sanctuary, which will be called a field that God blessed and
that God chose, in which God’s Shekhinah will dwell.

10, PNNIP DY IR Aharon kaper-ed the altar “horns” (30:10). Since Israel
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sinned [by a Calf with horns], the Holy Blessed One told
Moshe, “It is on you to atone by them.”

IWILL DWELL

R. Debbie Young-Somers, “Where is God Dwelling?”

:DOXNYNRY 0N NN HXIY? 7)1 1IN >NIOY)
I will dwell (v'shakhanti) among the Children of Israel, and T will be their God.

One of the most famous feminine names for God is rooted in this week’s portion. The
name is Shechinah; we read today variations of a promise that God will dwell among
the people (‘shakhanti’) if they build the Mishkan (the desert version of the Temple, also
with the same root as Shekhinah). Throughout Rabbinic literature the Shekhinah is
referred to as dwelling in the desert Tabernacle (the aforementioned Mishkan) and in

the Temple in Jerusalem. Butwithoutithe Temple;can'Godstill dwell withus?
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Pirkei Avot 3:2

R. Halafta ben Dosa of Kefar Hanania said: When ten sit busy
with Torah, Shekhinah resides among them, as in (Ps. 82:1):
“God stands in the congregation of God.” ... How do we
know even for three? Asin (Ps. 82:1): “In the midst of [three]
judges, God judges.” How do we know even for two? As in
(Mal. 3:16): “Then they who have awe of God spoke one with
another, and God hearkened, and heard.” How do we know
even for one? As in (Ex. 20:21), “In every place I memorialize
My Name, I will come to you and bless you.”

B.T. Sanhedrin 39a

The emperor said to Rabban Gamliel: You say that Shekhinah
dwells anywhere there are ten. How many Divine Presences
are there?! Rabban Gamliel summoned the servant of the
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emperor and gave him a whack. Rabban Gamliel said to him:
Why did you allow the sun to enter the house of the emperor?

The servant said: The sun rests upon all the world. Rabban
Gamliel said: And if the sun, which is one of ten thousand

attendants that are before the Holy Blessed One, rests upon all

the world, all the more so does the Shekhinah of the Holy
Blessed One rest upon the world.

B.T. Shabbat 12b

R. bar bar Hana said: When we asked R. Elazar about a
sick person’s health, sometimes he’d say in Hebrew: “May
the Omnipresent account you for peace,” and sometimes
he’d say in Aramaic: “May the all-Merciful account you
for peace.” ... R. Yohanan said: Anyone who requests that
his needs be met in Aramaic, the ministering angels don’t
hear as they don’t recognize Aramaic.([But]asickiperson
[doesn’t need angels because] Shekhinah is with them.

B.T. Megillah 29a

R. Shimon bar Yohai says: Come and see how beloved
Israel is before the Holy Blessed One. Everywhere they
were exiled, Shekhinah went with them. They were exiled
to Egypt, and Shekhinah went with them, as in (1 Sam.
2:27), "Did I not reveal Myself to the house of your father
when they were in Egypt?" They were exiled to Babylon,
and Shekhinah went with them, as in (Isa. 43:14), “For
your sake I was sent to Babylon." So too in the future
when they are redeemed, Shekhinah will be with them, as
in (Deut. 30:3), "Then YHVH your God will return with
your captivity" — not "God will bring you back, but "God
will return.”

Midrash Tanhuma, Behukotai 3:1

If you walk in My statutes (Lev. 26:3) — [Here] it is written
(Ex. 29:45), “[I took them out of Egypt to be] My dwelling
among them.” If you fulfill My mitzvot, I will depart the
supernal realm, descend and dwell among you, as in (Ex.
29:45), “I will dwell amidst the Children of Israel.” On this
condition did they come forth from Egypt: that they build the
Mishkan so Shekhinah could abide among them and (Ex.
29:47) “They will know that I am YHVH their God who
brought them out of the land of Egypt to [be] My dwelling
among them.” If they do My will, My Shekhinah will not
move from them. Why? R. Samuel bar Abba said, “The Holy
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/N7APD 9VR L, ONIWIITIYY Y2 Blessed One desired that, just as God has an abode above, so
n%_?) ?D)wa::{wt;}i@gn???j;g\z God would have an abode below.... When Israel arose, the
.v)?fpﬂv.b wy_w]‘mmw Raesesd Holy Blessed One said to them, “You will not go forth from

NUN IR0 17a0 ,NNYYY N g1 E8Ypt except on condition that you make a mishkan for Me so
"2 7TiN2°mOYY, " Mia npx My Shekhinah may abide among you,” as in (Ex. 25:8),

DN )IYN 2IW ON "N ONIY? “Make Me a sanctuary [that I may dwell among them].” So
NRONDYANRD DI 60 God said to Solomon (1 Kin. 6:12-13), “Of this house
TR TIRTND 29 YR IR [=Temple] you are building, if lk in My statut I
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' ' 7077 will dwell in the midst of the Children of Israel.” But (1 Kin.
9:6-7), “If you and your children turn from following Me...
then I will cut Israel off from the land.” Why? Because those
are [the] terms between Me and them.

R. Yaakov Medan, “Tetzaveh: The Meaning of Holiness and the Shekhinah”

What is the Shekhinah that rests on earth; and second, as strange as this question may
sound, why is it important? To answer the first question, let's return to the verses:
“And I will set My mishkan among you, and My soul shall not abhor you. And I will
walk (vehithalakhti) among you, and I will be your God, and you shall be My people.”
(Vayikra 26:11-12) “And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking (mithalekh) in the
garden toward the cool of the day.” (Bereishit 3:8)

The meaning of the presence of the Shekhinah is that the declaration "I have set God
continually before me" (Ps. 16:8) is not merely the goal of sublime spiritual service, nor
the portion of just the especially pious, but a tangible, everyday and realistic feeling:
God walks among us, and there is¢'fullness"inthe reality of ourlivesthat'stems from

[God].

The Women’s Torah Commentary

MOST YEARS, this Torah portion is read during the week preceding Purim. The
connection between the parashah and Purim is not immediately apparent. T'tzaveh is
tilled with exacting details about the assembly of the priestly garments and the ritual
role Aaron and his sons are to perform as anointed priests. The book of Esther is a
melodramatic tale of threat, intrigue, and ultimate redemption through plot twists and
the reluctant heroism of a beautiful queen.

While the plots and purposes of these texts are vastly different, each in its own way,
asks us to confront an absence. T'tzaveh is the only parashah from the beginning of the
book of Exodus until the end of Deuteronomy where the name of Moses does not
appear. And Esther is one of only two books of the Bible where the name of God does
not appear. These absences are cause for abundant commentary in each individual
case, but the relationship between the two texts seems to receive only passing mention.
What insight can this parallel presence of absence convey?
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