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Blessed are You, YHVH, our God,
eternal sovereign, who sanctified us
in God’s mitzvot and commanded us
to busy ourselves in words of Torah.

Barukh Atah Adonai
eloheinu melekh ha'olam
asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav
v'tzivanu la'asok b'divrei Torah.

“Gaze,” R. Barenblat
Texts to the Holy (2018)

I want to gaze at you
not through lowered lashes
protecting my tender places,

but heart splayed wide
to everything I learn
when I let myself be seen.

I want to gaze at you
without flinching, knowing
what you'll find in my eyes:

my aches and imperfections,
the cracks in my clay heart,

the tarnish clouding my silver.

I want to see all of you
even if your pure light
would burn out my circuits,

even if all I can glimpse
is your shadowed silhouette
through my sheerest tallit.

If I bring my whole self
to yearning for you, if I seek
to see and to be seen wholly

can I call forth
the you who would be
in relationship with me?

Rick Lupert, “God’s Face”

What is it about God’s face
that would end it all for us if we saw it?

And, whatever it is,
has it stopped anyone from looking?

I'll tell you where I see It. There is the obvious:
the faces of children, and kittens, of course,
which I only mention to improve the metrics.

How about the rain or, the lack of rain
if that’s your thing?

There’s a new flavor of ice cream with
pancakes in it. I'm pretty sure God is in there.

Or at least on the face of someone eating it.
(I may never know, they don’t deliver it to my
house.) God’s face may be in my
Amazon deliveries.

I still remember when getting a package was
like a treasure arriving at my house.

God’s face is in poetry. Look at the spaces
between these lines. Do you see It?

God’s face is in the lines of
this poem that you write when
you're finished reading mine.

Go on now.
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Exodus 33:12-34:7  Goal: yearning, versus “achievement”

12-13. Moshe said to YHVH, “See, You say to me, ‘Raise
this people,” but You did not made known to me whom
You will send with me. And You said, ‘I knew you by
name, and you found grace in My eyes.” Now, if I found
grace in Your eyes, laSeinakelNOWNIONCHONIVEYS,
so I will know You\and so I will find grace in Your eyes.
See that this nation 1§ Your people.” Is Torah really

anthropomorphizing God?
14-16. And [God] said, KMy face will go [before you] an

comfort you.” [Moshe] sajd, “If Your face does not go, do
not leave us here. For how\will it be known that Your
people found grace in Your &yes unless You go with us, so
that we may be distinguished \; I and Your people — from
all the nations on the face of the\earth?”

17-19. YHVH said to Moshe, “I wilkalso do this thing that

you asked; for you truly found gracéwith Me and I know not “FACE™:
you out by name.” [Moshe] said, “ BliSaScIShoWImeHyon Moshe never
glemp!” [God] said, “I will cause all My goodness to pass ~ asks to see

beforé you, and I will call before you the Name YHVH,  God’s “face’!

My frace and My compassion.”

2(-23. [God] said: “¥ouncannotseeiviyaface, for no human

n see Me and live.”YHVH said, “Here is a place with
e: stand at [this] rock. It will be in My glory passing
that I will put you in acleftiofitherock and My palm will
screen you until My passing. Then I will remove My palm <, the hand

we’ve seen it
before -
Yaakov

and you will see My Ba@k: but My face will not be seen.”  f God”
2111 THIS DOES NOT HAPPEN >> MIDRASH

1-4. YHVH said to Moshe, “Carve for yourself two stone  reward for

tablets like the first, and I will write on the tablets the shattering?

words that were on the first tablets that you shattered. Be (development)

repared by morning: ascend Mount Sinai in the morning

d stand there before Me atop the mountain..” ...[Moshe]
carved two stone tablets as the first; Moshe woke in the
moyning, ascended Mount Sinai as YHVH commanded
him) and took in his hands the two stone tablets.

ascendg with tablets — heavy — so angry first time (smashed)
5-7. YHWH descended in a cloud, stood before him there

the Name of YHVH. YHVH passed before him

and called: “YHVH! YHVH! God! compassionate and
gracious, slow to anger, abundant in kesed and truth,
extending hiesed to the thousands, lifting iniquity and
(ENSSIESSIoNENCICICANSINgSID " .xplanation of qualities - why?
All of this is YK: teshuvah created Thirteen Attributes (RH, YK)

second chances = second tablets
“repair” after the “breaking”

metaphor for
responsibility
after defiance

Is God also
developing?

RELATIONAL RESILIENCE =
VULNERABILITY « DEPTH
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PLEASE SHOW ME YOUR GLORY!

Or HaHayim, Ex. 33:18

Please show me Your glory — [Moshe asks for more, though]
our sages said that Israel at the shore of the Sea [saw visions
not granted even to Ezekiel]. It is written (Ex. 33:11), “God
spoke with Moshe face to face” — in visions that were only a
consuming fire ... and an image of supernal light. Even this
level was below the level that Moshe now aspired when he
asked to see God's glory itself — the level of divinity itself.

Ramban, Ex. 33:18

[Moshe] said, “Please show me Your glory!” — Desiring that
he actually see in clear sight the Glory of God. “Your Glory”
means the Great Glory — the aspaklaria ha-meirah [=shining
speculum]. God answered him: “I will cause” the measure of
“all My goodness to pass before you,” so you will touch and
understand all My goodness more than all others, yet the
vision you have asked for, you will not be able to see.

Shemot Rabbah 45:5

When God revealed in the bush... R. Yehudah bar Nehemyah
said: Moshe was a . God said: “If I reveal
to him in a loud noise I will frighten him. If in a low voice,
he will scorn prophecy.” What did God do? God revealed to
him in his father’s voice. [Moshe] said: “My father comes
from Egypt!” God said to him: “I am not your father but (Ex.
3:6) “God of your father.” Then (Ex. 3:6), “Moshe hid his
face, for he feared to gaze at God.” R. Yehoshua ben Korhah
said: Moshe did not do right by hiding his face. Had he not
hid his face, God would have revealed to him what is above,
what is below and what is to be. Later [Moshe] sought to see,
as in (Ex. 33:18), “Please show me Your glory!” The'Holy
Blessed One said, “When I sought you did not seek, now that
youseek; I'donotseek [thewayyouseek]:” v ho’s timing: ours or God’s

.. theology: *Ehyeh* = Mystery

Ellen Frankel, The Women’s Torah Commentary

ESTHER THE HIDDEN ONE RESPONDS: But if we grant that God is infinite and
incalculably ingenious, we might imagine, as we look in our mirrors, God’s face behind
our own. After all, we are each created b'tzelem Elohim, in the likeness of God. We
should daily recognize God within our own features. For if we did so, we would
recognize God’s face in each person we meet — and act accordingly.

RABBI ABRAHAM JOSHUA HESCHEL TEACHES: “We live and act according to the
image of humanity we cherish.”
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Rabbeinu Bahya, Ex. 33:18

We must be precise: how did Moses think he could transcend
inherent limit of human perception while corporeal. The
greatest of prophets, Moshe’s physicality receded by his 40
days of self-denial [on Sinai] and he thought that he thereby
would not lose himself but rather, as it were, transcend
himself while still in body — attaining what he [and all] will
attain after fully separating from the material world. But the
Holy Blessed One answered him, “None can see Me and
live,” meaning that one who is still connected to body and
spirit cannot attain this level in oneself while corporeal, only
after separating [from body], as in (Ps. 73:24), “[By Your
counsel you led me], and aftér Your glory You took me.”

E CAN SEEMY FACE AND LIVE

Ramban, Ex. 33:18

Nomne can see Me and live — Not because one can see [God ]

and then die. Rather, before one can grasp the sight, the soul
would separate from them, because even of the vision of the
angels (Dan. 10:16), “By [this] vision my pain overcame me.”

Or HaHavyim, Ex 33:18

[God] said, ‘None can [see Me and live] — Meaning, it is not I
(God) restraining this thing from you, but it’s not possible for
you to ‘get’ Me. This is why God added, "and live," meaning
“remain alive” — because I (God) want you to live. Thus it is
said (Ps. 84:11), “Better a day in Your [mere] courtyard than a
thousand [anywhere else].”

Psalms 84:12-13

For YHVH [our] God is sun and shield.

YHVH gives grace and glory, [and]

Does not restrain goodness from those who walk blameless.
YHVH of Hosts! Happy is the one who trusts in You.

Sforno, Ex 33:18

And you will see My back — You will see the actualization of
all that is below Me. But My face will not be seen — it will not
appear as Me, how from My existence can flow the existence
of all that exists, as you asked.
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Bekhor Shor, Ex. 33:23

My back — evokes what happened. There is no back of the
neck comparable to humans who leave behind them what
they do. This seems to me the point: Moshe did not see
Shekhinah at all. Rather he saw rays of God’s light that God
radiates from a place after “passing,” like the sun when it
sets, moving west under the earth so the disc of the sun is not
seen, yet even so the shining is visible in the west as the sun
distances at night. “But My face may not be seen” like in the
morning: before the sun’s disc rises, and shines [=warns] that
it is approaching, growing continuously stronger. The sun’s
approach is like the radiance left over after it passes, whose
diminished quality can be seen [before the sun actually rises
and at full light we cannot look on it directly].

HERE’'S SOME OF WHAT WE CAN SEE
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Rashi, Ex. 34:6

YHVH, YHVH - She is the attribute of compassion. The first
alludes to mercy before one sins, and the other after one sins
and repents (B.T. Rosh Hashanah 17b).

Rosh Hashanah 17b

YHVH passed before his face, and called (Ex. 34:6) — R.
Yohanan said: Were it not explicitly written, it would be
impossible to say. The Holy Blessed One wrapped in a
prayer shawl like a prayer leader and showed Moses this
order of prayer. God said: Whenever Israel sins, let them act
before Me in accordance with this order of prayer, and I will
forgive. The verse continues: “YHVH, YHVH” - am YHVH
before one sins, and I am YHVH after one sins and makes
teshuvah — “God, merciful and gracious” (Ex. 34:6) ...
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NOT SEEING, BUT SEEKING

Psalm 27:8, 11-14

You call to my heart: "Come seek My face. Come seek My face."
For Your love [lit. face], Source of All, I will seek...

Show me Your path. Teach me Your ways and guide me on the
right path.

Turn me from narrowness of soul, false witnesses, violence and enmity.
What if I fully believed to see the goodness of God,

to live my fullest life!

Keep hope, keep hope! Keep hoping in the One!

Be strong and open your heart wide, and keep hoping in the One.

Psalm 119:45-48

I'will walk with spaciousness, for I have turned to Your precepts.

I will speak of Your decrees without shame in the presence of kings.
I will delight in Your commandments, which I love.

I reach out for Your commandments, which I love; I study Your
laws.

Prof. Shalom E. Holtz, “Seeking Torah, Seeking God”

In the Bible, “seeking” is more than just a means to an end. It is integral to how one
ought to approach God. Thus, Amos declares on God’s behalf, “Seek Me (dirshuni) and
live” (5:4), which one interpreter in the Babylonian Talmud sees as the sum-total of all
commandments (Makkot 21a).

R. Sari Laufer, “Playing Hide and Seek With God”

There is a Hasidic teaching from Dov Ber of Mezeritch, telling of a time he once found
a young child crying. "I was playing hide-and-seek with my friends," the child
explained, "and I hid so well that they stopped looking for me and went away."

Dov Ber mused, "This must be how God feels, hiding the Divine countenance from us
to the point where some of us stop looking and start living our lives without God." I
...see it as an invitation, a crack in the door.


https://www.thetorah.com/article/seeking-torah-seeking-god-psalm-119
https://reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/torah-commentary/playing-hide-and-seek-god

