Congregation Beth Israel
Eﬂm The Berkshires S HI’ Aml

SoulSpa 3.22 ¢ P. Vayakhel-Pekudei
March 14, 2026 * 25 Adar 5786

730> NN TIN2 Barukh Atah Adonai Blessed are You, YHVH, our God,
DIV T29 0N eloheinu melekh ha'olam eternal sovereign, who sanctified us
VDINI NYTR WX asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav in God’s mitzvot and commanded us

:17IN 27272 PIDYY M v'tzivanu la'asok b'divrei Torah.  to busy ourselves in words of Torah.

R. Yael Levy - Meditation on Vayakhel-Pekudei

We bring ourselves to an upright posture.
Shoulders back so the heart space is open.

In both of these Torah portions we're given
many details of the creation of the Mishkan.

At the very end, it tells us the Mishkan is complete.
A cloud rests by day and a fire by night.

The language echoes ...”God finished the work of creation.”

In these echoes we’re reminded that creation is completed,
and that creation continues to unfold.

In the newness of each day
we weave the sacred into the world.


https://www.awayin.org/meditations/vaykhel

Making a Makom (Place) for God = Make Me a Sanctuary and I will dwell in [YOU]
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Covenantalism = what we ‘do’ for God
Mishkan = first thing we ‘did’ for God

Exodus 39:32-40:38

32-34. Thus was completed all the work of the Mishkan of WHERE?

the Tent of Meeting. TheChildrenofIsrael'did soras We’re not told
YHVH commanded Moshe, so they did. They brought to
Moshethe Mishkan with the Tent and all its vessels — its

communal
clasps, planks, bars, posts and §@@k@#s; the cover of tanned — —
: : . . . generous
ram skins and dolphin skins, and screening curtain.
connector = “adonai” FINISHING

35-37. The Ark of Testimony and its poles and cover; th THIS PART
table and all its utensils, and the display bread, the pur OF CREATION
Menorabh, its lights in due order all its fittings, and the/oil
for lighting....

(servant)
41-43. The service clothes for service in holiness, the¢/sacral
vestments for Aharon the Kohen and the vestmentg for his sons
in priestly service. As YHVH commanded Moshej so the
Children of Israel did all the service. Moshe saw/ll the
work they did: as YHVH commanded, so they did.
Moshe blessed them.

1-3. YHVH spoke to Moses, saying: On the firgt day of the

there the Ark of Witnessing, and screen the
curtain....

NISAN: NOW: PREP FOR P
16-17, 33b. Thus Moses did; as YHVH coghmanded him,
so he did. In the first month of the secondl year, on the first re-creating
of the month, the Mishkan was stood u‘, ‘When Moses

finished thework, **UNIFICATION OF THE PEOPLE**

34-36. the @o@@ covered the Tent of Witnessing and the
Glory of YHVH filled the Mishkan. Moshecouldmotientes

thexlientofWitnessing, for the cloud dwelled on it and the 940¢S MQS{f
Glory of YHVH filled the Mishkan. When the cloud lifted V<" 89 11+

from the Mishkan, the Children of Israel se%out onall .
their journeys. what are we witnessing 1f we can’t “see

= EXPERIENCE OF THE PRESENCE?

37-38. And if the cloud did not lift, they would not set out

until the time of its lifting. For over the Mishkan was a

cloud of YHVH by day, and a fire by night, in the eyes of

all the House of Israel in all their journeys. — physical, spiritual

the building was the point

to [co-]create sacred space
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Midrash Tanhuma Pekudei 11:2, 6
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not like the world, but THE WORLD

This is a microcosmiof the Creationof theworld' How?
On the first day, “In the beginning, when God created
Heaven and Earth” and “God stretches the heavens like a
sheet.” Of the Mishkan (Ex. 25:7), “Make sheets of
goat-hair." On the second, “Let there be a firmament”
which Torah calls a separation, as in: “Let it separate
water and water.” Of the Mishkan (Ex. 25:33): “The curtain
will separate.” On the third, "Let waters be gathered.” Of
the Mishkan (Ex. 30:18), “Make a laver of bronze...and
place water in it.” On the fourth, God created the lights:
“Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens.” Of
the Mishkan (Ex. 25:31): “Make the Menorah of gold.” On
the fifth, God created birds: “Let the waters swarm with
swarming live beings and flying fowl.” Of the Mishkan ...
(Ex. 35:20): “K'ruvim with wings above” On the sixth,
God created humanity, as in (Gen. 1:27): "God created the
human in God’s image," fashioning it in glory. Of the
Mishkan, a human who is the High Priest, anointed to
serve and tend before God. On the seventh, “The
heavens and earth were finished.” Of the Mishkan: “All
the work was finished.” Of the world’s creation, “God
blessed.” Of the Mishkan, “Moshe blessed.”

Come and see how beloved the Mishkan is to the Holy
Blessed One! God projected from supernal height to
dwell in the Mishkan. R. Shimon said: It was Shekhinah’s
essence in the lower realms, as in (Gen. 3:8): “They heard
the voice of YHVH God walking in the garden.” Adam
went and sinned; [Shekhinah] withdrew from Earth to
Heaven. Cain arose and killed his brother; She withdrew
from the first heaven to the second. Enosh's generation
arose and angered God; She withdrew from the second to
the third. The Flood generation arose and destroyed the
way; She withdrew from the third to the fourth. The
[Tower of Babel's] generation became arrogant; She
withdrew from the fourth to the fifth. Sodomites
wrecked; She withdrew from the fifth to the sixth.
Amraphel [King of Sumeria] arose [to wage war]; She
withdrew from the sixth to the seventh. Avraham arose
and presented good deeds; She was drawn from the
seventh to the sixth. Yitzhak drew Her from the sixth to
the fifth. Yaakov from the fifth to the fourth. Levi, his son,
from the fourth to the third. Kahat ben Levi, from the
third to the second. Amram [father of Moshe], from the
second to the first. Moshe, onthe'day theMishkainwas'set
up and Divine Glory filled the Mishkan.
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Kli Yakar, Pekudei ® Ex. 39:43

Moshe saw all the work — There is a need to be precise: Why
does it say at first “the service [=avodah] of the Mishkan of the
Tent of Witnessing” and later at the end that “the Children of
Israel did all the work [melakhah]”? Why is it called avodah
tirst and then melakhah?

Regarding the work of the Mishkan, it is appropriate to use
the term avodah since through it they served the Holy Blessed
One, and avodah only applies between servant and master.
But the term melakhah applies to the crafting of heaven and
earth, for what a creator does for oneself is called melakhah.
As it says of Creation (Gen. 2:2), “God finished on the
seventh day [God’s] melakhah.”

And it is just as we find in the work of Creation that it says
for each creation that it was good, and at the end it says, And
God saw everything that GoShad made, and behold, it was very good
(Genesis 1:31). For there are things that are good when each
stands on its own, but when mixed together they are not
good because their combination does not turn out well.
Therefore, regarding Creation it says that each was good
individually — meaning a particular good — and afterward
it says that there was also a general good in them, because
even after they were all joined together, their combination
was good. That is why it repeats, And God saw everything that
He had made, and behold, it was very good. Similarly, with the
work of the Tabernacle, it first says, Thus all the work of the
Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting was finished; and the children of
Israel did according to all that YHVH commanded Moshe, so they
did, which implies that each individual component was made
as God commanded Moshe. But it had not yet been specified
that after everything was made, they arranged each service in
its designated place — meaning the general good. Therefore,
it repeats, According to all that YHVH commanded Moses, so the
children of Israel did all the work, because there was a general
good in them, as they were made in the proper order,
meaning the connection of all the work together. And
afterward, it further explains that everything they made was
done according to the command regarding the creation of the
worlds, heaven and earth. This is the meaning of Moshe saw
all the work — referring to the work of Creation — and behold,
they had done it — meaning they had made it resembling that
work, as if it was actually the same work. Therefore, Moshe
blessed them.
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Sheldon Lewis, The Torah of Reconciliation 175-176

The Tabernacle [=Mishkan] was the great work of the Jewish people in the
wilderness. They worked together, apparently without conflict, each one volunteering
his or her skills to the vast shared enterprise. It would be inconceivable that what each
one accomplished would be good, but their individual work might not fit well with
that of others in this collective work of devotional art. The Kli Yakar finds evidence,
however, that the cumulative result was extraordinarily good. Just as the parts of
God’s work of creation joined in a wondrous whole, so the work of hundreds of
thousands added up to a finely crafted and unified work. The use of the special word
for work (melakhah) and the statement that “Moses saw all of the work [melakhah]”
allude to the creation narrative. What the people achieved was tantamount to the work
of creation itself. No wonder that Moses then blesses them just as God had blessed the
seventh day, having witnessed how well all of the elements of creation were joined in a
wondrous whole (Gen. 2:3). There is little doubt that these last chapters of Exodus
refer deliberately back to the first chapters of Genesis.

This great task demonstrated what a community could accomplish once they
made peace with one another. The Tabernacle testifies to the potential of a human
enterprise to model God’s work on earth.

Zohar 2:127b
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And if the cloud did not lift,
they would not set out until the
time of its lifting. For over the
Mishkan was a cloud of YHVH
by day, and a fire by night
in the eyes of all the House of
Israel in all their journeys.

On the day the Mishkan was erected, Death was nullified
in the world — not so much removed as dispossessed of its
dominion. As was explained, the Yetzer HaRa will not be
removed from the world until Moshiah comes and the
Holy Blessed One unifies in [Olam HaBa]. Then God "will
swallow death forever" (Is. 25:8).

When the Mishkan was erected by Moshe, the strength of
the Yetzer HaRa departed, was subdued and lost its power.
At that time, Samael separated the power and harshness
of the Left from the power of the evil serpent, so it could
not rule over the world, nor join with humanity to lead
them astray.

Exodus 40:37-38

Pl delNy

Let us be strong, be strong,
and strengthen each other.
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