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Orientation to the Book of Leviticus 
 

ר.ה.ט  (t-h-r) pure > uncharged 

א.מ.ט  (t-m-') impure > charged 

ב.ר.ק  (k-r-v) proximity, inwardness > sacrifice 

ה.ל.ע  ('-l-h) ascent > burnt offering (olah) 
 

ן   קָרְבָּ

ַּ  ביקְרִי

ַּ  קְרֵבוַי

Korban [=sacrifice] 

He korban-ified [=sacrifice] 

He brought close 

Beautiful before God 
 

(an ear) a heart  
that hears on God’s behalf 

 
(a thumb) skillful hands  
wielding strength wisely 

 
(a toe) feet that walk 

the path of justice 
 

even his garments sing 
beautiful before God 

 
a bell and a pomegranate 

most sacred song 
 

– REB 2026  

 
 

רוךְּ ה בָּ ​יהו׳׳ה אַתָּ
ּ ​הָעוֹלָם מֶלֶךְ אֱלהֵֹינו

ר נוּ אֲשֶׁ מִצְוֹתָיו קִדְשָׁ ​בְּ
ּ נו ָּ דִבְרֵי לַעֲסוֹק וְצִו  תוֹרָה: בְּ

Barukh Atah Adonai​
eloheinu melekh ha'olam​

asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav 
v'tzivanu la'asok b'divrei Torah. 

Blessed are You, YHVH, our God, 
eternal sovereign, who sanctified us 
in God’s mitzvot and commanded us 
to busy ourselves in words of Torah. 

David Evan Markus



 

Leviticus 8:1-15, 22-24 
ה יהו''ה וַידְַבֵּר  קַח לֵּאמֹר׃ אֶל־מֹשֶׁ

נָיו אֶת־אַהֲרֹן  וְאֵת אִתּוֹ וְאֶת־בָּ
גָדִים מֶן וְאֵת הַבְּ חָה שֶׁ שְׁ  פַּר וְאֵת הַמִּ
את נֵי וְאֵת הַחַטָּ  סַל וְאֵת הָאֵילִים שְׁ
צוֹּת׃ ל־הָעֵדָה וְאֵת הַמַּ  הַקְהֵל כׇּ
תַח  מוֹעֵד׃ אֹהֶל אֶל־פֶּ

1-3. YHVH spoke to Moshe, saying: Take Aharon and his sons, 
and the vestments, anointing oil, the bull of the sin offering, two 
rams, and the basket of unleavened bread.  Convoke the whole 
community at the opening of the Tent of Witnessing.”   

ה וַיעַַּשׂ ר מֹשֶׁ ה כַּאֲשֶׁ ָּ  אֹתוֹ יהו''ה צִו
הֵל קָּ תַח הָעֵדָה וַתִּ  מוֹעֵד׃ אֹהֶל אֶל־פֶּ
ֹּאמֶר ה וַי בָר זֶה אֶל־הָעֵדָה מֹשֶׁ  הַדָּ

ה ָּ ר־צִו  וַיקְַּרֵב לַעֲשׂוֹת׃ יהו''ה אֲשֶׁ
ה נָיו אֶת־אַהֲרֹן מֹשֶׁ רְחַץ וְאֶת־בָּ ִּ  וַי
יִם׃ אֹתָם מָּ   בַּ

4-6. Moshe did as YHVH commanded him, and the community 
was assembled at the entrance of the Tent of Witnessing. 
Moshe said to the community, “So did YHVH command to 
done.”  Moshe brought close Aharon and his sons and washed 
them with water.  

ן תֵּ ִּ נֶת עָלָיו וַי ֹּר אֶת־הַכֻּתֹּ  אֹתוֹ וַיחְַּג
אַבְנֵט שׁ בָּ עִיל אֹתוֹ וַילְַּבֵּ ן אֶת־הַמְּ תֵּ ִּ  וַי

ֹּר הָאֵפֹד אֶת־ עָלָיו ב אֹתוֹ וַיחְַּג חֵשֶׁ  בְּ
ד הָאֵפֹד ֶּאְפֹּ ם בּוֹ׃ לוֹ וַי ָּשֶׂ  עָלָיו וַי

ן ן אֶת־הַחֹשֶׁ תֵּ ִּ ן וַי  אֶת־ אֶל־הַחֹשֶׁ
ים׃ וְאֶת־ הָאורִּים מִּ ם הַתֻּ ָּשֶׂ  אֶת־ וַי
צְנֶפֶת ם עַל־רֹאשׁוֹ הַמִּ ָּשֶׂ צְנֶפֶת עַל־ וַי  הַמִּ
נָיו אֶל־מולּ הָב צִיץ אֵת פָּ ָּ  נֵזֶר הַז

דֶשׁ ר הַקֹּ ה כַּאֲשֶׁ ָּ ה׃ יהו''ה צִו  אֶת־מֹשֶׁ

7-9. [Moshe] put the tunic on him, girded him with the sash, 
clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod [apron] on him, 
girding him with the band with which [Moshe] bound it to him.  
He put the breastpiece on him, and put into the breastpiece the 
Urim and Tummim. And he set the headdress on his head; and on 
the headdress, in front, he put the gold frontlet [that read “Holy 
to YHVH”], as YHVH commanded Moshe.  

ח קַּ ִּ ה וַי מֶן מֹשֶׁ חָה אֶת־שֶׁ שְׁ ח הַמִּ מְשַׁ ִּ  וַי
כָּן אֶת־ שְׁ ל־ הַמִּ ר־בּוֹ וְאֶת־כׇּ שׁ אֲשֶׁ  וַיקְַדֵּ

ּ וַיזַּ אֹתָם׃ נוּ חַ מִמֶּ זְבֵּ בַע עַל־הַמִּ  שֶׁ
עָמִים ח פְּ מְשַׁ ִּ חַ וַי זְבֵּ  וְאֶת־ אֶת־הַמִּ

ל־כֵּלָיו ֹּר וְאֶת־ כׇּ י  וְאֶת־כַּנוֹּ הַכִּ
ם׃ שָׁ צֹק לְקַדְּ ִּ מֶן וַי ֶ חָה מִשּׁ שְׁ  עַל הַמִּ

ח אַהֲרֹן רֹאשׁ מְשַׁ ִּ שׁוֹ׃ אֹתוֹ וַי  לְקַדְּ

10-12. Moshe took the anointing oil and anointed the Mishkan 
and all that was in it, thus consecrating them.  He sprinkled 
some of it on the altar seven times, anointing the altar, all its 
utensils, and the laver with its stand, to consecrate them.  He 
poured some of the anointing oil upon Aharon’s head and 
anointed him, to consecrate him. 

ה וַיקְַּרֵב נֵי מֹשֶׁ ם אַהֲרֹן אֶת־בְּ שֵׁ  וַילְַּבִּ
נֹת ֹּר כֻּתֳּ  לָהֶם וַיחֲַּבֹשׁ אַבְנֵט אֹתָם וַיחְַּג

עוֹת ר מִגְבָּ ה כַּאֲשֶׁ ָּ ה׃ יהו''ה צִו  אֶת־מֹשֶׁ
ֵּשׁ את פַּר אֵת וַיגַּ סְמֹךְ הַחַטָּ ִּ  אַהֲרֹן וַי

 פַּר עַל־רֹאשׁ אֶת־ידְֵיהֶם ובָּנָיו
את׃ חָט הַחַטָּ שְׁ ִּ ח וַי קַּ ִּ ה וַי  מֹשֶׁ
ם ן אֶת־הַדָּ תֵּ ִּ חַ עַל־קַרְנוֹת וַי זְבֵּ  הַמִּ

עוֹ סָבִיב אֶצְבָּ א בְּ חַ וַיחְַטֵּ זְבֵּ  אֶת־הַמִּ
ם חַ אֶל־יסְוֹד יָצַק וְאֶת־הַדָּ זְבֵּ  הַמִּ
הוּ שֵׁ ר וַיקְַדְּ  …  עָלָיו׃ לְכַפֵּ

13-15. Moshe brought close Aharon’s sons, clothed them in 
tunics, girded them with sashes, and wound turbans on them, as 
YHVH commanded Moshe.  [Moshe] brought the bull of the sin 
offering, and Aharon and his sons laid their hands on [its] head. 
It was slaughtered, and Moshe took the blood and with his 
finger put it on each of the altar’s horns all around to [purify] 
the altar, and poured the blood onto the foundation of the altar 
to make it holy and make atonement on it. … 

נִי אֶת־הָאַיִל וְיקְַּרֵב ֵ אִים אֵיל הַשּׁ לֻּ  הַמִּ
סְמְכוּ ִּ  אֶת־ידְֵיהֶם ובָּנָיו אַהֲרֹן וַי

חָט הָאָיִל׃ עַל־רֹאשׁ שְׁ ִּ ח וַי קַּ ִּ ה וַי  מֹשֶׁ
מוֹ ן מִדָּ תֵּ ִּ נוךְּ וַי  אֹזֶן־אַהֲרֹן עַל־תְּ

 וְעַל־ הַימְָנִית יָדוֹ וְעַל־בֹּהֶן הַימְָנִית
נֵי וַיקְַּרֵב הַימְָנִית׃ רַגְלוֹ בֹּהֶן  אֶת־בְּ

ן אַהֲרֹן תֵּ ִּ ה וַי ם מֹשֶׁ נוךְּ מִן־הַדָּ  עַל־תְּ
 הַימְָנִית יָדָם וְעַל־בֹּהֶן הַימְָנִית אׇזְנָם

זְרֹק הַימְָנִית רַגְלָם וְעַל־בֹּהֶן ִּ ה וַי  מֹשֶׁ
ם חַ אֶת־הַדָּ זְבֵּ  סָבִיב׃ עַל־הַמִּ

22-24. He brought close the second ram of fulfillment, and 
Aharon and his sons laid their hands on the ram’s head.  It was 
slaughtered, and Moshe put from its blood on the ridge of 
Aharon’s right ear, on the thumb of his right hand and the big 
toe of his right foot.  He brought close the sons of Aharon, and 
put some of the blood on the ridges of their right ears, the 
thumbs of their right hands, and the big toes of their right feet; 
the rest of the blood Moshe dashed against the altar all around. 
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WHY THIS, WHY NOW? 
 

R. Bradley Shavit Artson, “Ears, Thumbs, and Toes” 
 
​​At a child's birth – with 'brit milah' (circumcision) – at the first Passover when blood 
was smeared on the lintels of Jewish homes, blood marks the moment or the place as a 
transition between death and renewed life.  Here, too, by placing sacrificial blood on 
the priest's extremities, the Torah indicates that the newly-ordained 'Kohen' has passed 
through a transitional moment from being a private citizen to becoming a 
representative of God and a public leader.  Ear, hand and foot -- an abbreviated code 
for his entire body -- emphasize that service to one's highest ideals, to one's people, or 
to one's God, must be total.  Through his induction into the Temple ritual, the 'Kohen' 
entered a higher state of purity, devotion and of service. To become a nation of priests 
requires of us no less. 
 

Ellen Frankel, The Five Books of Miriam 
 
THE SAGES IN OUR OWN TIME TEACH: Throughout the world, blood has always 
been a powerful symbol of both life and death. Because this double status makes blood 
uncanny, cultures have devised many rituals and laws to protect people who come in 
contact with it. Blood is used to purify, protect, curse, and mark sacred space. 
 
THE RABBIS ELABORATE: Because blood symbolizes life, which is holy and 
God-given, sacrificial blood is to be spilled out upon the altar, not eaten… 
 
MOTHER RACHEL EXPLAINS: Women have a special connection with blood. From 
puberty until menopause, we bleed every month – and yet are unharmed by this loss 
of life-giving fluid.  Our cycles of bleeding parallel the waxing and waning of the 
moon.  And when we bear children we launch them into the world upon a current of 
birthing blood. 
 
HULDAH THE PREACHER ADDS: Blood also represents holiness. Priests purged 
ritual impurity and consecrated members of the priestly cult with blood. Every male 
born, adopted, or converted into the Jewish community enters a sacred “covenant of 
blood” through ritual circumcision. Because of its special holiness, blood also protects 
human beings from harm, as it did on the Hebrews’ doorposts in Egypt. 
 
 

ON OPENING TO SPIRIT 
 

Steinsaltz, Lev. 8:8 

ם ָּשֶׂ ן אֶת עָלָיו וַי ן הַחֹשֶׁ תֵּ ִּ ן אֶל וַי הַחֹשֶׁ  
ים, וְאֶת הָאורִּים אֶת מִּ הסוד הַתֻּ  

החושן שבתוך הפנימי  
 

 

[Moshe] put the breastpiece on him, and put into the breastpiece 
the Urim and Tummim – whose nature is mysterious. 

 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ears-thumbs-and-toes/
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Sifra, Tzav, Mekhilta D’Miluim 1:7 = Midrash Lekah Tov Lev. 8:8.1 

 זו פרשה – החֹשן את עליו וישם
 לדורות. ונלמדה לשעתה נלמדה

 ולשירות ויום יום לשירות נלמד
 הכפורים. יום

 
 וביום זהב בבגדי משמש יום בכל

 לבן. בבגדי הכפורים

[Moshe] put the breastpiece on him – This section is learned in 
its time and it is learned [for] future generations in the daily 
service and for the Yom Kippur service.  
 
Every day [the kohein] serves in golden vestments, and on Yom 
Kippur, in white (linen) vestments. 

Exodus 28:30 

ן וְנָתַתָּ ט אֶל־חֹשֶׁ פָּ שְׁ  אֶת־הָאורִּים הַמִּ
ים מִּ  אַהֲרֹן עַל־לֵב וְהָיוּ וְאֶת־הַתֻּ

א יהו''ה לִפְנֵי בְּבֹאוֹ  אַהֲרֹן וְנָשָׂ
פַּט רָאֵל אֶת־מִשְׁ נֵי־יִשְׂ  לִפְנֵי עַל־לִבּוֹ בְּ

מִיד׃ יהו''ה  תָּ

Inside the breastpiece of decision you shall place the Urim and 
Tummim, so they are over the heart of Aharon when he comes 
before YHVH.  Thus Aharon will carry the judgment of the 
Children of Israel over his heart before YHVH at all times. 

Rashi, Exodus 28:30 (citing B.T. Yoma 73b) 

 כְּתָב הואּ התמים. ואת האורים את
ם הָיָה הַמְפֹרָשׁ, שֵׁ  בְּתוֹךְ נוֹתְנוֹ שֶׁ

פְלֵי ן, כִּ עַל הַחֹשֶׁ  מֵאִיר הואּ יָדוֹ שֶׁ
בָרָיו ם דְּ בָרָיו. אֶת ומְּתַמֵּ  דְּ

The Urim and Tummim – An inscription of the Explicit Name 
[=YHVH] placed between the folds of the breastplate by which it 
illuminated [מאיר, me’ir - for Urim] its statements and make its 
words clear [תמים, tamim - for Tummim).  

Ramban, Exodus 28:30 

י סָבַר עִניְןַ לְהִתְחַכֵּם אַבְרָהָם רַבִּ  בְּ
ים, הָאורִּים מִּ י וְאָמַר וְהַתֻּ  הֵם כִּ

ה ן מַעֲשֵׂ  וְהֶאֱרִיךְ וְזָהָב, כֶּסֶף אֻמָּ
עִניְָנָם י בְּ ב כִּ הֵם חָשַׁ  הַצוּרּוֹת עַל שֶׁ
יעֲַּשׂוּ עֲלֵי שֶׁ  לָדַעַת הַכּוֹכָבִים בַּ

בֶת וֹאֵל. מַחְשֶׁ  כְּלוםּ. אָמַר וְלאֹ הַשּׁ
"י כְּדִבְרֵי הֵם אֲבָל  רַשִׁ

Ibn Ezra thought to project wisdom about the matter of the Urim 
and Tummim, saying they were made by an artisan of gold and 
silver, and … like forms that astrologers make in order to know 
the thoughts of the one who comes to ask them [about the 
future]. But what [Ibn Ezra] said is of no import: they [i.e. the 
Urim and Tummim] are as Rashi wrote… 

Rabbenu Bahya on Lev. 8:8 

 … היה המפורש שם של כתב
 רוה׳׳ק ממדרגות היתה ומדרגה

 ולמעלה הנבואה ממדרגת למטה
 בין שיש ההפרש כי ודע קול. מבת

 בעת שהנביא הוא לרוה׳׳ק נבואה
 הרגשותיו כל הנבואה בו שתבא

 מכל משולל והוא בטלות, וכחותיו
 מן ומופשט הזה העולם דרכי

 לבדו השכל עם ומתבודד החומר
 מעלת היא וזו בהקיץ, זה והנה

 שלא היא ורוה׳׳ק נביאים. שמונה
 והוא מהרגשותיו אחד תתבטל

 יעורר אבל אדם, כל כדרך מדבר
 על הדברים ויופיע עליוני רוח אותו

 אלהי בסיוע עתידות וידבר לשונו
 משה לנו שצוה התורה מעלת אבל

 של נבואתו כי זה, מכל למעלה
 כולן. הנביאים מכל למעלה משה

Written with the Explicit Name which was … [just] one level of 
the Holy Spirit below prophecy and above the voice of a voice. 
Know that the difference between prophecy and the Holy Spirit 
is that when the prophecy comes on one, all one’s feelings and 
evidences are null, is deprived of all the ways of this world, 
abstracted from the matter and isolated in mind alone: behold: 
one reaches the end [awakening]!  This is the ascent of [most] 
prophets.  The Holy Spirit does not nullify feeling: [with it,] one 
speaks like any other person, but a superior spirit awakens 
within, words will appear on the tongue and one speaks the 
future with divine assistance.   
 
But the superiority of Torah that Moses commanded us is above 
all this, because the prophecy of Moses is above all the prophets. 
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The Womens’ Torah Commentary 
 

Urim and Thummim – The reference is to some physical object that priests used for 
consulting with God.  It is unclear what the name means and what the object or objects 
looked like, although scholars have suggested that it was somewhat like a pair of dice 
that, when tossed, gave a “yes” or “no” answer to questions posed by the priest. See 
also at Exodus 28:30. The names suggest the meanings “light” (urim) and “right” or 
“whole” (tumim). 
 

Jerusalem Talmud, Yoma 7:3 

ה מָם נִקְרָא וְלָמָּ הֵן אורִּים. שְׁ  מֵאִירִין שֶׁ
רָאֵל. ים. לְיִשְׂ הֵן וְתומִּּ  מְתִימִין שֶׁ

רֶךְ. אֶת לִפְנֵיהֶם עָה הַדֶּ שָׁ בְּ ּ שֶׁ הָיו  שֶׁ
רָאֵל מִימִין יִשְׂ ּ תְּ  אֶת לָהֵן מְכַוְונִין הָיו
רֶךְ.  הַדֶּ

Why are they called Urim? Because they illuminated 
[=enlightened] Israel. And Tummim?  Because they straightened 
[=simplified] the way before them.  As long as Israel proceeded 
[thusly], they were showing them the correct way. 
 

Targum Yonatan on Ex. 28 

ן ן וְתִתֵּ חֹשֶׁ ינָא בְּ מְנהֲַרִין אורַּיָא יתַ דִּ  דִּ
יהוֹן בֵית טְמִירָן ומְּפַרְסְמִין מִלֵּ  דְּ
לִימִין תּומַּיָא וְיתַ יִשְרָאֵל  דְמַשְׁ

א לְכַהֲנָא בְּעוֹבָדֵיהוֹן  אולְּפַן דְתָבַע רַבָּ
בְהוֹן בְּהוֹן ייְָ קֳדָם מִן  ומְּפָרַשׁ חָקִיק דִּ

מָא א שְׁ א רַבָּ ישָׁ רְייַן דְבֵיהּ וְקַדִּ  אִתְבַּ
לַת י מְאָה תְּ  וְחָקִיק עַלְמַיָא וְעִישַרְתֵּ

אֶבֶן ומְּפָרֵשׁ תִיָה בְּ  מָארֵי חָתַם דְבָהּ שְׁ
הוֹמָא פּוםּ עַלְמָא א תְּ ירויָּיא מִן רַבָּ  שֵׁ

מַדְכַּר מַאן וְכָל מָא הַהואּ דְּ א שְׁ ישָׁ  קַדִּ
עַת שַׁ זֵיב אֲנִיקֵי בְּ תְּ  מְגַלְייַן וטְּמִירַן מִשְׁ
א עַל וִיהוֹן זְמַן דְאַהֲרן לִבָּ  מֵיעֲלֵיהּ בִּ
ין יתַ אַהֲרן וְיִטוֹל יהו׳׳ה קֳדָם נֵי דִּ  בְּ

יהּ עַל יִשְרָאֵל דִירָא יהו׳׳ה קֳדָם לִבֵּ  תְּ
 

You will put the breastplate of decision the Urim, to illuminate 
their words and manifest hidden things of the House of Israel, 
and the Tummim, which fulfill their work to the High Priest, who 
seeks instruction by them before YHVH, for in them is engraven 
and expressed the Great and Holy Name by which were created 
the 310 worlds, and which was engraven and expressed in the 
Foundation Stone wherewith YHVH of the world sealed up the 
mouth of the great deep at the Beginning.  Whoever remembers 
the Holy Name in the hour of necessity will be delivered.  They 
will be on Aharon’s heart when he ascends to YHVH, and 
Aharon will carry the judgment of the Children of Israel before 
YHVH always. 
 

WHAT IS THIS INSTEAD OF, OR SYMBOLIC FOR? 
 

Leviticus, Leviticus 8:1 

ה יהו''ה וַידְַבֵּר  קַח לֵּאמֹר׃ אֶל־מֹשֶׁ
נָיו אֶת־אַהֲרֹן  וְאֵת אִתּוֹ וְאֶת־בָּ

גָדִים מֶן וְאֵת הַבְּ חָה שֶׁ שְׁ  פַּר וְאֵת הַמִּ
את נֵי וְאֵת הַחַטָּ  סַל וְאֵת הָאֵילִים שְׁ
צוֹּת׃ ל־הָעֵדָה וְאֵת הַמַּ  הַקְהֵל כׇּ
תַח  מוֹעֵד׃ אֹהֶל אֶל־פֶּ

1-3. YHVH spoke to Moshe, saying: Take Aharon and his sons, 
and the vestments, anointing oil, the bull of the sin offering, two 
rams, and the basket of unleavened bread.  Convoke the whole 
community at the opening of the Tent of Witnessing.”   

 

R. Rachel Anisfield, The Women’s Torah Commentary 
 

Take Aaron (8:2). The Rabbis connect this “taking” of Aaron for his priestly duties with 
another biblical use of the word “taking” with respect to Aaron - his taking of the 
people’s gold and silver to make the Golden Calf in Exodus 32:4. As Vayikra Rabbah 10.4 
puts it, “Let this ‘taking’ come and atone for that ‘taking.’” 
 

 

David Evan Markus
Leviticus 8:1



 

The Women’s Torah Commentary 
 

Take Aaron along with his sons, and the vestments. A central feature of the ordination of 
the priests entails the formal dressing of the priests in “vestments,” an act that is 
reflected in English by the terms “vesting” and “investiture.” Exodus 28 describes these 
garments in detail, listing six items that are adorned with expensive material: a 
breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a fringed tunic, a headdress, and a sash. 
 

Malbim on Ex. 28:2 

 הבגדים הנה קדש, בגדי ועשית
 בגדים הגלוי כפי היה לעשות שצוה

 עשו איך ענינם שיספר חיצונים,
 אבל במלאכה, האומנים אותם
 פנימים בגדים על מורים היו באמת
 את בם להלביש ה' כהני שיעשו

 ובמדות בדעות נפשותיהם
 מלבושי שהם טובות ובתכונות

 עשו לא אלה ומלבושים הנפש,
 שהוא משה אל ה' וצוה האומנים,

 היינו אלה, קדש בגדי יעשה
 נפשותיהם תקון ללמדם

 הוד שילבישו באופן ומדותיהם
  הפנימית. נפשם את והדר

Make sacred garments: Behold, the garments that God 
commanded to make were ostensibly outer garments, such that 
their makeup is discussed. But they really indicate inner clothes 
that the priests of God should make - to clothe their souls with 
thoughts and traits and proper tendencies, which are the clothes 
of the soul. God commanded Moses that he should make these 
sacred garments - meaning to teach them how to refine their 
souls and traits, in such a way they will wear majesty and 
splendor upon their internal souls.  
 

(Transl. R. Danya Ruttenberg) 

 
Philo, Lev. 8:23  

 

This signified that one must be pure in every word and action, and in all of life, for it is 
hearing that judges a person's words, and the hand is the symbol of action, and the 
foot is how a person walks in life....  Since each of these parts is an extremity of the 
body, and is likewise on the right side, this indicated that improvement in everything is 
to be arrived at by dexterity, being a portion of felicity, and being the true aim in life, 
which a person must necessarily labor to attain, and to which a person ought to refer 
all actions, aiming at them in life as an archer aims at a target. 
 

 
R.  Richard N. Levy, “Unlikely Holiness” 

 

After he slaughters a bull for a chatat, seemingly to atone for Aaron's sins before his 
consecration, Moses takes some of the blood and puts it on the horns, the extremities, 
of the altar. Shortly thereafter he sprinkles blood on the extremities of Aaron and his 
sons—their right ear, right thumbs, and right big toes—as though their bodies were 
extensions of the altar (Leviticus 8:22-24). They are then to sit at the entrance to the Tent 
of Meeting for seven days, eating the meat and bread provided to them. It is as though 
the extraordinary k'dushah of the entrance to the Tent is to seep into them during the 
week they remain there, emerging on the eighth day. The symbolism is rich: the door of 
the tent recalls Abraham who sat in the door of his own tent and saw the Presence of 
God (Genesis 18:1); the seven days recall the seven days of Creation, as though Aaron 
and his sons were being recreated during this period into living tabernacles. 
 

 

https://reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/torah-commentary/unlikely-holiness-pancakes-trash-and-priests-big-toe
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BONUS MATERIALS 
 

The Women’s Torah Commentary 
 

You shall remain at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting day and night for seven days, 
keeping YHVH’s charge (8:35). Midrash Tanchuma connects this seven-day seclusion of 
the priests to the customary seven days of mourning after a family member’s death: 
Aaron was unknowingly in mourning for the future death of his two oldest sons on the 
eighth day—the day of the final consecration of the Tabernacle (see the next parashah). 
Aaron’s period of pre-mourning is compared to the pre-mourning that God is said to 
have done for seven days prior to the Flood (Tanchuma, ed. Buber II, 21–22). 
 

Vayikra Rabbah 10:6  

גָדִים וְאֵת י אָמַר ,הַבְּ ם סִימוֹן רַבִּ  כְּשֵׁ
הַ נוֹתשֶׁ רְבָּ רִים קָּ גָדִים כָּךְ מְכַפְּ  הַבְּ

רִים, תְנןַ מְכַפְּ ָּדוֹל כֹּהֵן דִּ שׁ ג מֵּ  מְשַׁ
מֹנָה שְׁ גָדִים בִּ עָה, וְהַהֶדְיוֹט בְּ אַרְבָּ  בְּ
נֶת כֻתֹּ מִצְנֶפֶת ובְּמִכְנָסַיִם בְּ  בְּ

ָּדוֹל כֹּהֵן עָלָיו מוֹסִיף ובְּאַבְנֵט,  ג
ן נֶת וְצִיץ, ומְּעִיל וְאֵפוֹד חשֶׁ  הַכֻּתֹּ

ר י עַל לְכַפֵּ לְאַיִם, לְבושֵּׁ  כְּמָה כִּ
ה דְתֵימָא: ים. כְּתֹנֶת לוֹ וְעָשָׂ סִּ  פַּ
ר מִכְנָסַיִם לּויּ עַל לְכַפֵּ ִּ  כְּמָה עֲרָיוֹת, ג
ה דְתֵימַר:  בָד מִכְנסְֵי לָהֶם וַעֲשֵׂ
ר לְכַסּוֹת שַׂ ר מִצְנֶפֶת עֶרְוָה. בְּ  עַל לְכַפֵּ

ַּסּותּ  אָמַר: דְאַתְּ כְּמָה הֵיךְ הָרוחַּ, ג
מְתָּ צְנֶפֶת וְשַׂ  אַבְנֵט, רֹאשׁוֹ. עַל הַמִּ

אָמַר מַאן לֵב, עֻקְמָנִין עַל דְּ בַּ  ומַּאן שֶׁ
אָמַר ַּנָּבִים. עַל דְּ י אָמַר הַג  לֵוִי רַבִּ
ים אַבְנֵט לשִׁ יִם שְׁ תַּ ה ושְּׁ  בוֹ הָיָה אַמָּ

 לְמַאן ולְּאַחֲרָיו, לְפָנָיו וְעוֹקְמוֹ
אָמַר ב, הָעֻקְמָנִין עַל דְּ לֵּ בַּ  ומַּאן שֶׁ
אָמַר ַּנָּבִים עַל דְּ הָיָה לְפִי הַג  חָלולּ שֶׁ

ַּנָּבִים כְּנֶגֶד ים הַג עוֹשִׂ יהֶם שֶׁ  מַעֲשֵׂ
תֶר. סֵּ ן בַּ ר חשֶׁ י עַל מְכַפֵּ  דִינִין, מַטֵּ
 ל(: כח, )שמות דְתֵימַר הֵכְמָא

ן אֶל וְנָתַתָּ ט. חשֶׁ פָּ שְׁ ר אֵפוֹד הַמִּ  לְכַפֵּ
נֶּאֱמַר כּוֹכָבִים, עֲבוֹדַת עוֹבְדֵי עַל  שֶׁ

 ותְּרָפִים. אֵפוֹד וְאֵין ד(: ג, )הושע
י מְעִיל, ם סִימוֹן רַבִּ שֵׁ י בְּ  נָתָן רַבִּ

נֵי אָמַר רָה לָהֶם אֵין דְבָרִים שְׁ  כַּפָּ
רָה, תּוֹרָה לָהֶן וְנָתְנָה ּ כַּפָּ  הֵן: וְאֵלּו

גָגָה, נֶפֶשׁ וְהוֹרֵג הָרָע לָשׁוֹן שְׁ  לָשׁוֹן בִּ
רָה, לוֹ אֵין הָרָע  תּוֹרָה לוֹ וְנָתְנָה כַּפָּ

רָה, ה כַּפָּ מֶּ ר בַּ ֵּי לוֹ, יִתְכַּפֶּ זַג  בְּ
 )שמות דִכְתִיב הואּ הֲדָא הַמְעִיל,

עֲמֹן לד(: כח, עֲמֹן וְרִמּוֹן זָהָב פַּ  פַּ
 וְהָיָה לה(: כח, )שמות וְרִמּוֹן. זָהָב

רֵת אַהֲרֹן עַל מַע לְשָׁ  אָמַר קוֹלוֹ, וְנִשְׁ
ר הַקּוֹל יָבוֹא   הַקּוֹל. עַל וִיכַפֵּ

 

And the vestments, R. Simon says: Just as the korbanot atone, so 
do the vestments atone, as it is taught: The High Priest serves 
in eight vestments, and the common priest in four: In a tunic, 
trousers, a mitre, and a belt. The High Priest adds upon his: A 
breastplate, an ephod, a robe, and a frontlet. The tunic is to 
atone for those wearing shatnetz, just as it says: “He made for 
him a fine tunic” (Genesis 37:3). The trousers are to atone for 
forbidden sexual relations, just as it says: “Make them linen 
trousers to cover the flesh of their nakedness” (Exodus 28:42).  
The mitre is to atone for haughtiness, just as it says: “You 
shall place the mitre on his head” (Exodus 29:6). The belt, 
there is one who says [it atones] for the crookedness of the 
heart, and there is one who says [it atones] for the thieves. R. 
Levi said: The belt was thirty-two cubits and he would wind 
it crookedly before him and behind him, according to the one 
who said for the crookedness [akmanin] of the heart. 
According to the one who said for the thieves, it is because it 
was hollow, corresponding to thieves who perform their 
deeds clandestinely. The breastplate atones for those who 
subvert justice, just as it says: “The breastplate of justice” 
(Exodus 28:30). The ephod is to atone for idolaters, as it is 
stated: “No ephod or household idols” (Hosea 3:4). 
The robe, R. Simon said in the name of R. Natan: There are 
two matters for which there is no atonement, but the Torah 
provided atonement for them, and these are: Evil speech and 
an unwitting murderer. Evil speech has no atonement but the 
Torah provided atonement for it. With what will it be atoned? 
With the bells on the robe. That is what is written: “A golden 
bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate” 
(Exodus 28:34). “It shall be on Aaron to serve and its sound 
shall be heard” (Exodus 28:35). [God] said: Let the sound 
come and atone for the sound. 
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