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737> NN TIN2 Barukh Atah Adonai Blessed are You, YHVH, our God,
DIV T29 10N eloheinu melekh ha'olam eternal sovereign, who sanctified us
VDIFNINYTR YN asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav in God’s mitzvot and commanded us

:17IN 27272 PIDYY NN v'tzivanu la'asok b'divrei Torah.  to busy ourselves in words of Torah.

Orientation to the Book of Leviticus

2.1.9 (t-h-r) pure > uncharged 1.9.P (k-r-v) proximity, inwardness > sacrifice
N2,V (t-m-') impure > charged, 1.9.Y (-1-h) ascent > burnt offering (olah)

N.V.N (h-t-) sin > “sin” offering (hatat)
tum’ah model ---------- “missed mark” model?

from yom kippur

we destroy we break we are broken
and this is the fast you have chosen
on rosh hashana it is written
on yom kippur it is sealed

who shall live and who shall die
which goat will have his throat cut
like an unlucky Isaac

spitting a red thread and which goat
will be sent alive to the pit where the crazies are

thread lightly tied around its neck...

this is the fast you have chosen, turn return
how to turn like leaves like a page like a corner

— Alicia Ostriker


David Evan Markus


Kohenic purpose to shift from tum’ah to taharah
SHAMANIC ACT = transmutation of energy
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INVOCATION OF “POWERS” - korban
Use what we “had” (physically)
on will come thus to the Holy: with a young bull
i ring and a ram for an olah. He will put on
the holy linen cdat, linen pants on his flesh, linen girdle
and headdress. Thesesare holy garments, so he will wash

his flesh in water, then dréssin them.

Leviticus 16:3-16

5-6. He will take from the Childreref Israel two goat kids  ~gn~
for a hatat offering and one ram for an ofsl, Aaron will transmutes
korban-ity his own bull for a Latat offering, a to ... 2221
himself, and for his house.

by KORBAN
7-8. He will take the two goats and stand them before = **food**
YHVH at the opening of the Tent of Witnessing. Aharon  (big deal in
will cast lots on the two goats — one lot for YHVH, and the bronze age
other lot for Azazel. **GC APEGOAT** culture)
9-10. Aharon will korban-ify the goat on which the lot fo
YHVH arose, and make him [into] a Latat offering. The sent out:

goat on which the lot arose for @zazel will be stood live
before YHVH, to atone for [Aharon], and he will send it to

@xzazel in the WHGEEAESS. | |\([NAL; what happens to the Goat? Sin?
11-12. Aharon will korban-ifixthe bull of his /atat offering

and atone for himself and his hQuse, then slaughter the
bull of that Latat offering. He wil\take a pan of burning

anti-korban

coals of fire from the altar before YBYH, and handsful of LIMINAL
sweet incense finely ground, and take it@nSicienieneil.

wilderness too
13-14. [Aharon] will put the incense on the fire before BLOOD —
YHVH, so the incense cloud will cover [it] so he notdie. , ..,

He will take bull @l@@@ to sprinkle with his finger on the
covering eastward: he will sprinkle the i@ seven times
with his finger.

e touching death

15-16. [Aharon] will slaughter the Jiatat-offering goat for
the people, bring its i@ inside the veil, do with that
BleeE as he did with the @i@@® of the bull, and sprinkle it
on and before the veil. He will atone for the Holy, for the
tum'ah of the Children of Israel, and for the iniquity of all
their sins. And so will he do for the Tent of Witnessing
that dwells with them amidst their fumah.
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transmutes
to … ???!!

by KORBAN
= **food**
(big deal in
bronze age 
culture)
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Rashi, Lev. 16:8

Azazel - A mountain of strength (azaz) and power (EI), as
in (B.T. Yoma 67b), "[The goat was sent to] a deeply cut
craggy land for God."

Hizkuni, Lev. 16:8

Azazel — That is, Samael. So that their korban won't be in
vain, we give him a bribe. 10 cure for fear (minyar)

w 10 kabbalistic energy centers
They made a ramp for the goat, because Babylonians used
to pluck at the goat’s hair and say to it: "Take [our sin] and
go! Take [our sin] and go!" Jerusalem’s prominent [people]
escorted the one leading the goat up to the first sukkah.
There were ten sukkot from Jerusalem to the cliff.... Ateach
sukkah, they said to him: "Here is food. Here is water." They
accompanied him from sukkah to sukkah, except for the last
one so nobody reaches the cliff with him. Rather, one stood
at a distance and observed his action. What did the one
designated to send the goat do? He took a strip of crimson
[rope], tied half to a rock and the other half between the
goat’s two horns. He then pushed the goat backward, so it
would roll and fall. It would not have fallen halfway down
the mountain before [the rope tension from] its fall would
tear it limb from limb.

10 creation impulses

The Yom Kippur scapegoat being cast from Mount Azazel into the abyss, where the demon
Azael waits. Mahzor MS Kaufmann A 387. Heilbronn, Germany, ca. 1370-1400.
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10 cure for fear (minyan)
10 commandments
10 creation impulses
10 kabbalistic energy centers
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Da'at Zekenim, Lev. 16:8

Azazel — This procedure is meant to teach us not to sacrifice
to Satanic forces anymore. Satanic forces are symbolized by
the scapegoat. Just as the bird released to the air by a kohein
for a person afflicted with tzora’at is seen as taking away
iniquity, so the scapegoat is supposed to do this on behalf of
the whole Jewish nation on Yom Kippur... The words ['az
(strength to go to) and azel (waste) symbolize this concept.

Mishnah Shabbat 9:3

How do we know that they tied crimson rope on the head of the

scapegoat? As in (Isa. 1:18), “Though your sins be as scarlet, they

will be white as snow.”

Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer 46:9

The lot for the Holy Blessed One arose onto the [goat] for the

burnt offering, and the lot for Azazel [arose] onto the goat for
a hatat offering — for all the iniquities of Israel were on it, as in
(Lev. 16:22), "The goat will bear on itself all their iniquities."

Samael saw that no sin was found among [Israel] on the Day
of Atonement. He said to [God]: "Sovereign of the universe!
You have but one people like heaven’s ministering angels. The
ministering angels have bare feet; so Israel has bare feet on the
Day of Atonement. The ministering angels have no food or
drink; so Israel has no food or drink on the Day of Atonement.
The ministering angels have no joints; so [lightly] does Israel
stand on its feet on the Day of Atonement. The ministering
angels have peace among them; so Israel has peace among
them on the Day of Atonement. The ministering angels are
free of sin on the Day of Atonement; so Israel is free of sin on
the Day of Atonement!"

(the classical function of “Satan”)
Thus the Holy Blessed One hears the entreaties of Israel and
not their aeeuser, and atones for the altar, and the kohanim, and
all the people of the congregation great and small — as in (Lew.
16:16), "He [=God] will atone for the Holy."

The Womens’ Torah Commentary

Azazel. This is the name of the wilderness beyond the boundaries of settled life; most

likely it originated as the

name of a demon. Azazel in this case is best imagined as the

antithesis of the Tabernacle/sanctuary, a place of disorder devoid of the relevant
priestly distinctions. By carrying Israel’s impurities to such a wilderness, the scapegoat
effectively conveys the chaotic aspects of human life back to a place of origin.
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Maharat Sarah Pincus, from Acharei Mot; A Modern Midrash

“My dear Aharon: take your hands, but instead of putting your hands on the heads of
Nadav and Avihu on Friday night before kiddush, you will lean on the scapegoat, and
confess all the sins of the people on its head. And then you will send it away to the
desert. You will wash up and change your clothes, and all the remains of the korbanot
will be brought outside of the camp and will be consumed in fire...

For eternity, this process will be repeated on the 10th day of the seventh month. It will
be a day of rest for all in your community. It will be a day when all will be forgiven.

Through the dam (blood) of the hatat, and the demama (silence), life will be granted.”

Bereishit Rabbah 65:15

VYN,V YYD RV The goat will bear on itself — This is Eisav, as in (Gen. 25:27),
NAYY IRONRIYYAN MMMIY “Behold, Eisav my brother is a hairy [=goat-like] man.” All
SINNIY 0N NIY ,0MIY 9 heir iniauiti / niquities of the simpl t
DR VR 1PN their iniquities [avonotam] — iniquities of the simple [avono
"7 tam], asin (Gen. 25:27), “Ya’akov was a simple [tam] man.”

Rambam, The Guide for the Perplexed III: 46

DXNVNNY PAY 2>0NVY N PN There is no doubt that sin is not such that it can be carried
£712VNN BPRY BT DI ike a burden, and taken off the shoulder of one being
NN NN 0199 TNR 019 9¥ 1230 [=human] to be laid on another [=goat]. These ceremonies
DXOYN 0N NYNRN DOWYNn 55 1 . : =8 : . _
579 W91 1Y MwnY onavny are of symbolic character to impress on humanity a certain
mY5 ,NIWNY moyarn awiny idea, and to induce them to repent — as if to say, “We have
DXMNTIPN VYN ION NWINNVY  freed ourselves of our previous deeds, have cast them behind

NPAIM MM ANRONIZYM 31 hacks, and removed them from us as far as possible.”
AVOND 920 OMIN

Dr. Erica Brown, Leadership and the Scapegoat

This ancient rite had important and potent symbolism for those cleansing themselves
of sin. The effects of sin can be crippling. It can lead people to internalize that they are
only the sum total of the wrongs they have ever done. Wrongdoing can make people
label themselves as unworthy and lead to a downward psychic spiral of behavior.
Externalizing sin and having it be symbolically marched far away into the wilderness
may have had a liberating impact, allowing people to begin truly healing themselves.
Wilderness is the perfect location for the goat; it represents a tangle of uncertainty, fear,
danger, loss and risk. Wilderness is a place of both disequilibrium and freedom.
Sending this goat into the physical wilderness may have allowed the High Priest and
those he prayed for to imagine that all the internal chaos of sin fled far away, leaving
them cleansed with a sense of returned order and a renewed sense of their own
goodness.


https://yeshivatmaharat.org/acharei-mot-a-modern-midrash/
https://ejewishphilanthropy.com/leadership-and-the-scapegoat-thoughts-on-parshat-achrei-mot/
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Ellen Frankel, The Five Books of Miriam

THE SAGES IN OUR OWN TIME EXPLAIN: Azazel was a goat demon, a popular
mythological figure in the ancient world. According to the apocryphal Book of Enoch,
the angel Raphael, in order to punish Azazel along with several other angels for
sleeping with the “daughters of men,” banished him to the desert. From this outpost he
controlled acts of harlotry, war, and sorcery. Using “sympathetic magic” — that is,
tighting fire with fire — the High Priest would dispatch the sin-laden goat once each
year to cancel the goat-demon’s sinful influence on the people.

THE RABBIS ADD: We learn in the Mishnah that a priest was appointed to accompany
the goat to make sure it did not return to inhabited lands: later, it was driven off a cliff.

MIRIAM THE PROPHET SUGGESTS: Although nowadays we only read about this
ritual as part of Yom Kippur liturgy, we might consider — given our experience as a
people, and as Jewish women in particular — designating during this period our own
totem figures: symbolic images, words, or objects that we could release against those
“demonic” forces that scapegoat us or encourage us to stray.

DINAH THE WOUNDED ONE DECLARES: Imagine how liberating it would be to
exorcise the stereotype of the JAP (Jewish American Princess) from popular culture. Or
our own internalized antisemitism, which makes us hate our own bodies, our names,
our men, and ourselves. How healthy it would be to drive those demons off a cliff!

R. Shefa Gold, Aharei Mot

DURING THE RITUAL OF PURIFICATION, two goats are brought. One is designated
“for God” and is slaughtered as a /iatat, a “sin offering.” The other is marked for
Azazel. After laying upon its head all the sins and transgressions of the people, the
second goat is sent into the wilderness to Azazel. Whoever or whatever Azazel is, [it]
holds the key to our purification.

SOMEONE WOULD BE DESIGNATED for this job of escorting the goat to Azazel in
the wilderness. He was the one charged to move between the civilized world and the
wilderness. I've always imagined myself as that “ish itti” — the “man of the moment”
— performing that job.

The designated escort knew this secret: All'of oursins canbe traced to'the wild partin
usbeinglost;misdirected orsuppressed. If the wild, the ecstatic in us, is not honored
and allowed its vitality, it will find outlet in cruelty and violence. When the “ish itti”
escorted the goat with all of Israel’s sins on it into the wilderness, he was teturning that
misdirected energy back to its source.

OUR SPIRITUAL CHALLENGE is to find that wild place inside us and, through
ecstatic practice, give it voice and space and an honored place in our lives. If we do not,
it will get twisted and become a destructive force. Returning the goat to Azazel is
allowing the wild part of us its wilderness, its place to be free.


https://www.rabbishefagold.com/acharey-mot/
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