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Blessing Before Learning

N7 NHN TIN2 Barukh Atah Adonai
DIV 7210 1NN eloheinu melekh ha'olam
MY VNINNA NYTP TYN asher kidshanu b'mifzvotav v'tzivanu
:N7IN >272 PivY2 la'asok b'divrei Torah.

Blessed are You, YHVH our God, sovereign of the world, who made us holy in
connecting-command, and commanded us to busy ourselves in words of Torah.

Genesis 24:55-67

WID YN AN DINN NN 55-57. Her brother and mother said, “Let the maiden remain
FT2N NN NYYINDINAN (it yg days or 10 months. then she can go.” [Avraham’s
YIN INND-IN DNIN N ] said to them, “D t del YHVH mad
53IN9Y 7977 Mo¥m Arnyy  Servant] said to them, “Do not delay me: made my
Y29 NIPY 1NN YTRY novny  way successful. Give me leave to go to my master.” They

:P9TAN ﬁbNV)J\ said, “We'll call the girl and askthermouth.” oracle? prophetic?

DINIMRN NP INIPN 58-59. They called to Rivkah and said @T”Wﬂl you go
VONM D WIRDTOYOIIND  with this man?” — and she said, “Iwill g0)” So they sent off

DNNN NRPATIN mbvm 79N .. . . . ,
DDYIN TAY-TINY ADPIN-NN their sister Rivkah and her maid with Avraham’s serxlx;j[\%t azd
1darasn.

>YIn-nNy  his entourage. LEKH LEKHA? s there a backstory?
prophesy? “like the stars of the sky?” why is she “just going™?
S PZMIMNINRATTIN 131_‘3?‘&60-61. They blessed Rivkah and said to her, “Sister!May you
YN N3 g 2?3'7 70 IR DDA sxgypintorthousandsiofmytriads! May your descendants
T\]?:éﬂ,;g]?)lj]ﬁb; :;;’;3;\: 2:;1);;: inherit the gates of their foes.” Rivkah and her maids arose,
T2Y0 NE) YIND MINN “133‘33'11 mounted the camels, and followed the ¥ servant took

not easily trans atab apax legomenon
b .
T?"l N3y Rivkah and went. meditation? grief? hot mess? hitbodedut?

- : 1k th G ?
MNYON2 INANIAN RAPNYN 62-63. Yitzhak came from ggflng fBep gyl ﬁ%rlnrl;&mgély
17";2;’ Sj”: 31?;3;;‘1?{3’; r?w?\;‘; had settled in the Negev region. saac went out ({@ES#@h in the
.0ON32 Y9 N3 R field toward the turn of evening. He 11f.ted .h1s eyes and saw,
and behold: camels approached A why did Yitzhak go out THEN?

The eye-throwback of Avraham did he have a [spiritual] hint?
TN NIM DOPY IR NPATRYN 64-65. Rivkah liftedthereyesiandsaw Yitzhak. She'gotoffithe

DN 530 HYD YOM P> ¢amel and said to the servant, “Who is that man walking in

7900 -n‘:'-\ YINDTN TAYNION o P
NI T2V TN PINAPY AT the field toward us?” And the servant said, “That is m,y

:DONM PYy¥D npHY )Ty Master.” Soshekookienveiliandicoverediiersels. shame sacred
DESCENT FOR THE SAKE FOR ASCENT? pre-saging wedding veil? cultural norm? fear, modesty
2NN POV TN IIVN 66-67. The servant told Yitzhak all the things that he had
_11;;3 ’n-zLNr?;n:gz)i 21\23 E’\;E;:: done [to get Rivkah]. Yitzhak brought her into the tentiofihis
DN NIDRY NYNS 9550M motherSarah, and he took Rivkah as his wife. Yitzhak loved
ADNOINK PRY [Rivkah], and found comfort after his mother[’s death].
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WILL YOU STAY OR WILL YOU GO?

DOZNIIMNI NP7 INIPN
NP NID YIND"OY 229010
(TN
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Genesis 24:58

[Avraham’s kin] called to Rivkah and said to her, “Will you

go with this man?” — and she said, “I will go.” why
oracular, prophetic

Rashi, Gen. 24:58

And she said, I will go — Of my own accord, even if you do
not agree (Gen. Rabbah 60:12). RASHI giving her agency?
Progenitor of Naomi-Ruth?

Gen. Rabbah 60:12

Her brotherandimother said, “Let the maiden remain with us
days or 10 months, then she can go” (Gen. 24:55). Where was
[her father] Betuel? He tried to restrain [Rivkah’s betrothal]
and was plagued overnight... “Let the maiden remain with
us days” — for the seven days of mourning for [Betuel]. “Or
ten months” — for the time a virgin is given to secure her
needs for herself (M Ketubot 52) “Violate” for a hlgher purpose?

God clears the way?
*** Inversion of cultural custom

Rashbam, Gen. 24:58
R. Shimon ben Meir (1085-1158)

They called to Rivkah — A common courtesy. Even though
the Holy Blessed One already desired [and manifested] this
pairing, fieverthelessitheyraskediher. AGenCy

Will you go with this man — Or with someone else after 10
months or a year, as the custom was to give a bride 12
months to prepare herself.

I will go — 1 do not need to delay preparing my trousseau.

Torah: A Women's Commentary

I will go — Rivkah’s decision to leave her homeland and her family, go to a new
place, and live with a man unknown to her, is reminiscent of Avraham, who left
everything behind him in order to fulfill a divine command (Gen. 12:1). Women's
contribution to the fulfillment of national destiny finds its expression not only in their
role as childbearers but also in their ability to take bold and vital action at critical
moments. Rivkah'’s actions will later find an echo in Ruth’s leaving her father, mother
and land of her own accord. When Ruth joins her fate with that of her mother-in-law,
Naomi, and subsequently marries Naomi’s kinsman Boaz, Ruth too contributes to
tulfilling the national destiny, in that King David would be the future offspring of that

union.
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Gen. Rabbah 60:14 [Rashi, Gen. 24:63]

WHAT WAS YITZHAK DOING?

Genesis 24:63

Yitzhak went out la-suah in the field toward the turn of
evening; he lifted his eyes and saw...

Hizkuni, Gen. 24:63
Hezekiah ben Manoah (1200s)

Yitzhak went out — [As Torah does not specify from where],
he left the Garden of Eden, forrherwasrithererfromithertimerof

theAkeidaluntibnow, threeryearsilater. Midrash: Yitzhak’s soul
fled from the Akeidah
... to Gan Eden?

... to heal?
Yitzhak came from going — He came back from death. He
came from Be’er I’hai ro’i. He went to bring Hagar back [to
Avraham] as she sat by the well [Be’er] and said to the One
who enlivens [=]hai] the worlds, “See me [r0’i] in my misery”
THIS IS DEEEEEEEEEEP — REDEMPTIVE, TIKKUN / REPAIR
Yitzhak went out la-suah at the turn of evening. This is
prayer, as in (Ps. 102:1), “The prayer of the poor, who feeling
overwhelmed pour out their prayer before God.

NATURE
BUSHWACKING
YITZHAK AS LOST SOUL
Dark night of the soul?
Hearing God’s voice

= burning bush

Ibn Ezra, Gen. 24:63

La-suah. To walk among the bushes.

Hizkuni, Gen. 24:63

La-suah in the field. Like vegetating in the field (Gen. 2:5),
like (Gen 21:15), “[Hagar put Yishmael] under one of the
bushes” to see the essence of God’s actualization. Another

thing: it is like conversation, to one who needs to converse
with [God].

Reb Nahman of Breslov

When the Blessed One aids one’s hitbodedut, then hitbodedut is
like speaking to a friend (Likutei Moharan I1:99:1).

The best place to go to seclude yourself and meditate is in the
meadows outside the city. Go to a grassy field, for the grass
will awaken your heart (Sihot HaRan 227).
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>127 NVNTOINID , 02V 5Y 1137 Master of the World, teach me to be alone. Let it be my
13,N1v3 rmxb PIVIRDMY custom to go outdoors each day among the trees and grass,
TINN DY) DINRYTD 12 DINYD 1 ino thi And th Ibe al d
Dy 1219 NYanY pysNy »1ay  among all growing things. An there may I be alone an
NN DY ANIN) X9 TNIND 'rn’uﬂ enter into prayer, to talk with the One to whom I belong.
,NTWD PN 921 °2292 N 9D May I express there everythifig in my heart, and may all the
D297 DX¥YN ,DOINRYTD 73 foliage of the field — all grasses, trees, and plants — awake at
02 NN D221 N33 211239 1109 my coming, to senditherpowersiofitheirliferintorthernwords of
NYONY >1D ’b\v 372 D“\”I‘\ that d h de whol
DY TN 193 DYy oy syap MY prayer so that my prayer and speech are made whole
YIpND 990 NHIZD Y51 01 DD through the life and spirit of all growing things, which are
792995295727 NN 797¥ )N Y9Y  made as one by their transcendent Source. May I then pous

VNN, 02 out the words of my heart before You like water, YHVH!

Elul = “the king is in the field” WELL « TO ENLIVEN « SEES ME
(nearby, not far away) RIVKAH SAW...

Genesis 24:64-65

TR NRIM DPYINNPIINYN Rivkah lifted her eyes and saw Yitzhak. She got off the camel

;’f\irl:t;_‘n;:‘:: ’3’)29_2;]_7\”‘73; and said to the servant, “Who is that man walking in the field

m.[ﬂ 129D AN BANAPY ATYA toward us?” And the servant said, “That is my master.” So
L oonm @y npm oy she took herweiliandicoverediherself.

Ramban, Gen. 24:65

POYIN :0INM PYYD NEM [S]he took her veil and covered herself. In my view, in Rivkah
PONIP? 7210 YR NPT NN seeing someone walking in the field to greet her, hastening on

nTY3a 7201 7770 VY, NTY2 o :
DDINAY N2 NI 32 NYT> . ODRY5 the road and walking in the field towards them, she knew

HN Dv’):’-\‘p ™ D\'D\’)b N'\pb1 that he was coming to see them and greet them — or to bring
ADIN 77712 NDYY 199 inva  them into his house for lodging — so she did as was ethically

9383 Ty D>¥)IN proper for women and she stood fmodestly.
RIVKAH IS REINCARNATION
literally, or “inner child”? Hizkuni, Gen. 24:65 OF SARAH / CONSERVATION

OF SOUL —> COMFORT??
910310 5¥0 59M PRY NN NN [Rivkah] saw Yitzhak. She got off the camel — She saw him

NP 2YN NTNIMN AN handsome, tall and well countenanced, powerfully walking

ND2 NYTYN 12YD TONN 9INID .
PYOP AP RO NI >3 T oss unwalked fields. She felt ashamed. She was small,

IN DIN P11105 00w wow na  just thifée years old, and believed him to be a rapist or armed
.N99) 19NN NIN ©>VOY  robber. She became terrified and fell [off her camel].

NN 0NN DN HYn KoM X1 Another view of She got off the camel — This is distorted [i.e.
91N 12) TN ONMMNM IR Why would she get off the camel] before [knowing who he
T2YN IR DRI PN NN NI is?], which is why she asked the servant the man’s identity on
NTYWA TONN NION WINND D ne Yitzhak asking “Who is that Ikine in the field
>R XD 72PN oy anapy  Seeing Yitzhak, asking, 0 is that man walking in the fie
AP 9N Syn Yam 7o nNy  toward us?” When the servant said, “He is my master,” then
MY*»NY¥ 2 ,0onM Pysn  she got off the camel and covered her face with a veil, from
91921115 NN NNNY NN modesty. Thus her descent from the camel was voluntary,

9V ike someone prostrate in prayer.
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Sforno, Gen. 24:65

71T 5Y ©VANN NNV D .MM And covered herself — For she was afraid to gaze, much like
IDAYNRANYN (B 3:6), “Moshe hid his face.”

R. Naftali Zvi Yehudah Berlin, Gen. 24:65 (d. 1893)

NINNIYM N NPAY NV Rivkah raised her eyes ... and saw Yitzhak — While he was

229NM) TOWITWA.PNY  gtanding and praying, he was like an angel of God, great in
DNONTNINI WM g and praying, g , g

JIND N

Hagit Rappel, Dirshuni (2022)

“And she took the veil and covered up” (Gen. 24:65)

She dropped to the ground, took her veil, and covered her face, partitioning her
from her husband, so that none of her waves and breakers can surge (Ps. 42:8) toward him,
and whatever flaw she may have, he wouldn’t accept. Rebecca did as all women do: a
candle burned in the tent from one Sabbath eve to the next; there was blessing to be
found her dough; and a cloud rested atop the tent as it was in Sarah’s days. Rebecca
comforts Isaac on the death of his mother, butithererisnocomfortforher.

Ellen Frankel, The Five Books of Miriam (1996)

WILY REBECCA RECOUNTS: What an awful journey it was! After an endless
camel trek to reach a home and a husband I'd never seen, I finally caught a glimpse of
my husband-to-be, (@alking in the field toward evening.” What immediately struck me
was how much older he was than I'd imagined and how bent over, as if he’d been
carrying a heavy load all his life. Out of respect for him I hurried to dismount from my
camel, but I was sick at heart.

THE RABBIS OFFER THEIR VERSION: Rebecca is so overcome by fatigue,
frayed nerves, and erotic excitement that she falls off her camel. As it is written, “she
alighted from her camel.” Indeed, the Hebrew word vatipol literally means “to fall down.”

REBECCA FIRES BACK: Why don’t you try spending a few days riding a camel?
Anyway, once I'd made sure that this stranger was Isaac, I veiled myself.

OUR MOTHERS COMMENT: As in the earlier scene at the well, Rebecca acts
spontaneously, fesponding totherownheart. For although she is otherwise spirited and
bold, here she restrains herself and behaves with modesty, covering herself before her
future husband.

BUT REBECCA DEMURS: Just as I asserted my own will in agreeing to the
marriage, so here I asserted myself in meeting Isaac eye-to-eye. That’s why Eliezer
identified Isaac as his master, not mine. Because in me, Isaac had more than met his
match.
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Rebecca veils

You walked among the trees
cloaked in contemplation
singing softly, lit from within.
[ wrapped myself in a veil

to reach inward, to find

my own godspark

and as I inhaled

God'’s breath lifted

the flames within me

helping my light grow

to meet yours, to be your match.

— R. Barenblat (2025)
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