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Blessing Before Learnin

Barukh Atah Adonai
eloheinu melekh ha'olam
asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu
la'asok b'divrei Torah.

Blessed are You, YHVH our God, sovereign of the world, who made us holy in
connecting-command, and commanded us to busy ourselves in words of Torah.

HOW DYSFUNCTIONAL IS ALL OF THIS?

AND, THIS HAS TO HAPPEN IN ORDER..

DIVINE GUIDANCE, AND KNOWING IT? ) o
Genesis 29:5-18 “white,” “brilliant”
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we’ve had well stories before: connections?

ENCOUNTERS: Avraham... Yitzhak... Moshe...
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shepherds who needed water for sheep (yet also, later, a deceiver)

5-8. [Ya’akov] said to them, “Do you know a¥ @R, son of
Nahor?” And they said, “We know him... and there is his
daughter Raheil, coming with the flock.” He said, “It is yet
daylight, too early to gather the animals. Water the flock and
take them to pasture.” But they said, “We cannot, until all the
flocks are rounded up, the stone is rolled off the mouth of the

@ell and we water the sheep.”  Unusual: gendered
fertility role reversal?

There’s an
internal order
to all of this...
or out of order?

A flow to what
is evolving,
generativity
9-12. While he was still speaking with them, Raheil came
with her father’s flock, for shewasitsishepherd. When
Ya’akov saw Raheil, daughter of his uncle Lavan, with the
flock of his uncle Lavan, Ya’akov went and tolledithe'stone

Ya’akov makes
it happen, BUT
how does he
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off thesmouthrofithewell, and watered the flock of his uncle
Lavan. Then Ya’akov kissed Raheil, raised his voice and

right from the start,

ried— Ya'akov told Raheil that he was her father’s kinsman :

m NIN NPT NIN DANONN cried 0. 0 i ae € s he ers S before HELLO?

WOMEN "7 7 pany Him yam and he was Rivkah'’s son — and she ran and told her father. recognition? what
ANTTTIE DA~y Ngender: the guy is crying? WHY: comfort, preordained...?

kind of kiss is this?

FEELING... NOT ON THE PAGE!
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soft eyes: crying? soulful? vulnerable? disabled?
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13-15. On hearing of Ya’akov, his sister’s son, Lavan ran to

greet him, embraced him, kissed him and took him into his

house. [Ya’akov] told Lavan all that happened, and Lavan

said to him, “You are truly my bonerandflesh.” When Adam and Eve?
[Ya'akov] stayed with [Lavan] a month’s time, Lavan said to

Ya’akov, “Just because you are kin, should you serve me for

nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?¢rvitude versus laborer? — for
Raheil? pre-cog for Egyptian bondage?

N2 N0 0¥ N2 >NY 12293\ 16-18. Lavan had two daughters; the name of the older one
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why wait seven years to marry
Rabheil?

Symbolism of seven — days of
creation, lower sefirot

Leah, and the name of the younger was Raheil. Leah
had softieyes; Raheil was shapely and beautiful in sight.
Ya’akov loved Raheil and said to [Lavan], “I'will'serveyou

sevenyears for Raheil, your younger daughter.” What about dowry: why
... this isn’t going to go so well: primogeniture, so does HE serve here?
Leah will marry first. Numerous Torah reversals of
primogeniture (Yitzhak > Yishmael, Ya’akov > Eisav...)
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Tears = kaleidoscope of emotions

Rashi, Gen. 29:11

[Ya’akov] wept - For he foresaw by the Holy Spirit that

Prophes
[Raheil] would not enter the grave with him. Another TopResy
matter: he wept because he came with empty hands. He Guilt
thought: Eliezer, my father’s servant, had with him rings, o

Projection

bracelets and necklaces ... while I have nothing with me.

Bereishit Rabbah 70:12

Ya’akov kissed Raheil, raised his voice, and wept” — ... Why
did he weep?: ‘Eliezer, when he went to bring Rivkah, what is
written of him (Gen. 24:10), “The servant took ten camels
from the camels of his master” — but I do not have even one
nose-ring or one bracelet.

Another matter, why did he weep? [Because] he saw that she
would not gather into the grave with him. That is what she
[Raheil] said to [Leah] (Gen. 30:15): “That is why he will lie
with you tonight” — he will lie with you, not with me.

Another matter, why did he weep? [Because] he saw people .
whispering to each other because he kissed her, [saying]: ‘Did Disapprobation?
this one come to renew lewdness among us?” For since the

time that the world was stricken in the Flood generation, the

nations of the world stood and distanced from lewdness.

Sforno, Gen. 29:11

[Ya’akov] wept - Because he did not merit to marry [=raise] ~Lament/
her in his youth, that by now he would have grandchildren. "'’
R. David Kimhi, Gen. 29:11
Great love

[Ya’akov] wept - Tears of joy from great love from the heart.

Rabbeinu Bahvah, Gen. 29:11

Yaakov kissed Raheil ... and wept. [Torah refers to Raheil as]
Mmovp - [younger and] “small”: she was a minor and not yet
suitable to a husband, so Lavan was unworried to give his
flocks to her instead of his adult [daughter] Leah already
suitable to a man [who might molest her]. It might also be
said that this kiss was a kiss on her head or shoulder, for it
was not written that it was on her mouth [and thus not
sexuall].

paternalistic?


David Evan Markus
Tears = kaleidoscope of emotions

David Evan Markus
Guilt

Projection

David Evan Markus
Prophesy

David Evan Markus
Shame?
Disapprobation?

David Evan Markus
Lament /
relief

David Evan Markus
Great love

David Evan Markus
paternalistic?


Ellen Frankel, The Five Books of Miriam

OUR DAUGHTERS ASK: Both Eliezer and Jacob meet brides at a well. How do
their meetings compare?

OUR MOTHERS ANSWER: When Abraham’s servant Eliezer devises a test to
identify the right wife for Isaac, he’s looking for the following qualities: Kifidness to
strangers and to animals, beauty, modesty, and loyalty to family. He finds them all in
Rebecca. But when Jacob comes to the same well years later, heffindsthimself replaying
Rebecca(siscript) not Eliezer’s: so instead of waiting for a young woman to approach him,
he comes forward to meet her; instead of her watering his animals, he waters hers.
When he reveals himself to her, it’s not Rachel but he who weeps. Yet the very qualities
that made Rebecca the perfect wife for Isaac turn out to be liabilities to Rachel’s
husband-to-be: Jacob’s generosity, friendliness, and family feeling make him easy prey
for Laban’s shrewdness.

Character and
gender reversal

WILY REBECCA EXPLAINS: By keeping Jacob home by my side, schooling him
in the traditional ways of women, I raised my smooth-skinned, sweet-smelling boy as
my daughter, shielding him from the harsher ways of men. In this way, I'setJacobrtpito
play the woman’s role in the family drama.

gender
bending?

patriarchy exploits — Jacob now to get a taste of it.

LEAH AND RACHEL RETORT: And how Laban exploited your fantasy!

Zohar 2:124b

YNDON T2 .. ONY2 APY2 PYN Yaakoo kissed Raheil ... and wept. Why did he weep?
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Because the intensity of his attachment to her overpowered
him, and he found relief in tears. While it is written (Gen.
34:4) “[Eisav] kissed [Ya’akov] and they wept,” there the
word 1np¥n [="ke kissed him”] is dotted, because their
spirits did not attach to each other, as in (Prov. 27:6),
“Abundant are an enemy’s kisses.” Kisses of true love
connect spirit to spirit, but not kisses of not true love, which
are merely spiritless wind. So it is written (Songs 1:2), “Let
Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth,” which attaches
spirit to Spirit.
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Zohar 2:146b-147a

When this spirit of love enters the palaceoflove, feasmifg for
the supernal kisses is aroused — of which it is written (Gen.
29:11), “Yaa'kov kissed Raheil.” Thus are kisses of supernal
love duly brought forth: they are the start of the awakening
of all supernal love, attachment and union. For this reason,
Song of Songs begins with the words: “Let Him kiss me [with
the kisses of His mouth].”

Ein Sof = infinitude, inter-being
Who is “He” who kisses? “He” is who is hidden within the
supernal concealment. Can, then, the most recondite
[=abstruse, least known] be the fount of kisses, and kiss that
which is below? See now: the most recondite is beyond
cognition but reveals of Himself a tenuous and veiled CREATION
brightness shining only along a narrow path which extends
from Him, and this is the brightness that irradiates all. This
is the starting-point of all esoteric mysteries, “Itself” being
unknowable. “It” is sometimes indiscoverable, sometimes
discoverable, but even were It wholly indiscoverable the
impulse to the ascending of kisses still depends on It. And
because He is veiled, the Song of Songs also begins veiled:
“Let Him kiss me” — the Him who is veiled above.

Burning
Bush

And if so, as much depends on these kisses, what is Ya’akov

doing here? Surely this: “Let Him kiss me,” “He” who is
hidden above.

How? By the [flow] of that upper light, to which all colors
connect and join in it. Such is Ya’akov, as we said that
[Ya’akov’s] cleaving did cleave to the King creating all. Thus
it is written (Song of Songs 2:1), “With the kisses of His
mouth, for Your love is better [than wine].” This is for the
Sun [=male God] illuminating the Moon [=female God] by
the radiance of those supernal lights as kisses, which He
gathers and passes to the Moon by uniting in Her. And from
where comes that light? From the “ wine” [=spiritually
intoxicating supernal flow] which is the joy of all joys. This is
Elohim Hayyim (Living God), which by this “wine” gives life
and joy to all. [Ed. — This is Torah’s first kiss other than
between parent and child, and one on which the rest of Torah
depends because through Raheil comes Yosef....]
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Maimonides, 3 Guide for the Perplexed 51:15

The philosophers have already explained how one’s bodily forces in youth
prevent the development of moral principles. In a greater measure this is the case as
regards the purity of [spirituality] which a person attains through the perfection of
those ideas that lead the person to an intense love of God. One can by no means attain
this so long as one’s bodily humors run hot. The more the forces of one’s body are
weakened, and the fire of passion quenched, in the same measure does one’s intellect
increase in strength and light; one's knowledge becomes purer, and one is happy with
one's knowledge.

When this perfect person is stricken in age and is near death, their knowledge
mightily increases, their joy in that knowledge grows greater, and their love for the
object of their knowledge more intense, and it is in this great delight that the soul
separates from the body. To this state our Sages referred, when in reference to the death
of Moshe, Aharon and Miriam, they said that death was in these three cases nothing but
a kiss. They say thus: We learn from the words (Deut. 34:5), “And Moshe, servant of
YHVH, died there in the land of Moav by the mouth of YHVH,” that his death was a
kiss. The same expression is used for Aharon (Num. 33:38): “And Aharon the Kohein
went up into Mount Hor . . . by the mouth of YHVH, and died there.” Our Sages said
that the same was the case with Miriam; but the phrase “by the mouth of YHVH” is not
employed only because it was not considered appropriate to use these words in the
description of her death as she was a woman.

The meaning of this saying is that these three died in the midst of the pleasure
derived from the knowledge of God and their great love for Him. When our Sages
tiguratively call the knowledge of God united with intense love for Him a “kiss,” they
follow the well-known poetical diction (Song of Songs 1:2), “Let Him kiss me with the
kisses of His mouth.” This kind of death, which in truth is deliverance from death, has
been ascribed by our Sages to none but Moshe, Aharon and Miriam. The other prophets
and pious men are beneath that degree — but their knowledge of God is strengthened
when death approaches. Of them Scripture says (Isaiah 58:8), “Thy righteousness shall
go before you; the glory of YHVH will be your reward.”

The intellect of these people remains then constantly in the same condition, since
the obstacle is removed that at times has intervened between the intellect and the object
of its action: it continues forever in that great delight, which is not like bodily pleasure.



